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By Cleo Erickson
Excerpts from the Plain Talk

1972
The Coyotes have

dominated the NCC Tourney
and the Tanagers triumph in
the Holiday Invitational.  

The City Council opened
bids for a new civil defense
fire siren.  The low bid of
$1,900.00 was awarded to
Learn Communication of
America, Inc.  At the same
meeting, new salaries were set
for the City Manager at
$13,500.00 and for the City
Engineer at $13,926.00.

The Senior Citizen Center
at 214 East Main was a busy
place on New Year’s Eve.  Fifty
five citizens saw the New Year
in with a pinochle and pitch
party.  Oyster stew and all the
trimmings were served at the
close of the evening by Vera
and Harlan Emerson.

The Clay County Historical
Society historical column will
make its appearance in this
issue of the Plain Talk on Feb.
10, 1972.  The initial columns
will be taken from the files of
the Dakota Republican in
1882.  On February 9, 1982 it
reads as follows:  “The
building boom still continues”.

The City Council voted to
double the sewer service

charge for Vermillion.  The
increase would amount to
about 80 cents per month for
a single family.  The estimated
annual income for the city
would be between 38,000 and
40,000 annually.

Meals on Wheels —
dinner’s ready — chicken
today! And another hot meal
is delivered by the Meals on
Wheels program initiated by
the Vermillion Civic Council
in July of 1968.

The new Middle School
opened in February of 1972.

In the special election held
in Vermillion, 1,128 votes
were cast, with 714 voting yes
to keep the City Manager
Form of Government and 414
voting no.

From the Dakota
Republican, Feb. 16, 1882,
reprinted in the Plain Talk
here are some interesting
facts:

“Meckling is getting to be
the liveliest part of the
County. Blanchard furnishes
the fun for the burg.”

“Hogs are not worth
anything; don’t bring them in,
you can only get 6 cents for
them on foot.”

“Burbank is flourishing.
Mr. Spencer has been offered
$7.00 per acre for some of his
land there, but he “can’t see it”.

The parking meters in
January of 1972 took in
$1,038.

The April 1882 Plain Talk
reports the news that the
notorious Jesse James, who
has been engaged in a
majority of trail robberies for
a good many years, was killed
in St. Joseph, Missouri last
Monday. If this proves true a
noted desperado has been put
out of the way of doing more
harm and the express men will
breathe easier. Now the Ford
brothers, who killed Jesse
James, have been threatened
with the vendetta by the
banditti of Missouri and
Tennessee.

On April 21, 1972 a fire call
came in at 2:30 a.m. saying the
Co-Ed Theatre was on fire.  It
was almost completely
destroyed.

The City Council approved

a rate increase for a family
membership to the swimming
pool.  The new fee will be
$15.00 per family.  The child
fee of $5.00 and the adult fee
of $9.00 will remain the same.

“The Day’s Gone By”
column of May 4, 1882 tells us
that the calaboose is anchored
near the court house.  Some of
the young professional
gentlemen around town are
trying to start a reading club.  

A flatboat, on the Missouri
River near Frank Verzanies,
performs all the duties of a
ferry boat.  Captain Tom Ryan
is Master of the craft.

There is one point which
our Scandinavian friends
should bear in mind relative
to their schools, and that is to
have a teacher who can speak
properly the English
language”.

In 1972, the average hotel

employs one person for every
six guests.

The Vermillion Chamber of
commerce will hold an
Antique Flea Market on
Saturday, June 10, 1072.  The
market will open at 9:00 am
on Main Street and close at
5:30 pm. Call the Chamber
office to reserve a spot.

Band director Jim Johnson
announced today plans of

organizing a municipal band
in Vermillion for the summer.

From the “Day’s Gone By”
column it states that in June of
1907, Vermillion will be
compelled to pass through
another summer without a
circus.  Flaming posters are
adorning the walls of towns
all about us, but evidently
Vermillion has been passed
by.

SESQUICENTENNIAL HIGHLIGHTS

 Providing care with 
 western hospitality and a smile. 

 Part time with varied shifts days/nights 
 during week and every 3rd weekend. 

 Prairie Estates Care Center 
 600 S. Franklin Elk Point, SD 57025-0486 
 Apply in person or fax letter and resume to: 

 Jenne at 605-356-2241 
 or call 605-356-2622 

 or email  hrdept@lantisnet.com   EOE

 RN Wanted

FREE Income Tax Preparation
Tax Preparation provided by the Rural Offi ce of Community Services, Inc. 

VITA Site, 140 Hwy 50, Lake Andes SD 57356.
Serving 20 counties in Southeast and South-Central South Dakota. 
Call TODAY to Schedule Your Appointment

1-605-487-7634
Outreach days available in Pickstown, Winner, 

Chamberlain, Mitchell, Yankton and Tripp.
The ROCS VITA Site is sponsored by the Fort Randall Federal Credit Union, 
the IRS VITA Grant Program and the South Dakota Community Foundation.

ROCS is an Equal Opportunity Organization 

Sanford Vermillion’s Great Strides program 
encourages you to increase your daily activity. 
Set goals. Accumulate points. Put together a 
team or do it on your own.

sanfordvermillion.org

Dates:
March 19 – April 29

Activity
categories: 
Senior
Recreational
Intermediate
Power pushers

Fee:
$10 entry fee per person
($50 maximum per 
family team).

Learn More:
sanfordvermillion.org

Call:
(605) 638-8465

Get together
   get active
 get healthy.

Great Strides 
Program

The Psi Chapter of Alpha Phi at the
University of South Dakota received the
Excellence in Citizenship Award at the 2012
Alpha Phi North Central Midwest and South
Central Regional Conference.

The women of Alpha Phi at USD
participate in more than 30 campus and
community organizations, including Student
Government Association, Student
Ambassadors, Adopt-a-School and Big Pal
Little Pal. 

Additionally, women of the Psi Chapter are
leaders in several campus associations such as
Dance Marathon, Political Science League,
Student Ambassadors and PanHellenic
Council.

For their outstanding efforts in scholarship,
citizenship and leadership, the Psi Chapter of
Alpha Phi at USD is a past recipient of
prestigious Greek awards, including the
Friendship Pillar and the Corinthian Award as
Sorority of the Year. 

The Psi Chapter of Alpha Phi is prominent
in the Vermillion community during the
holidays at the Vermillion Welcome Table,
serve as volunteer bell ringers for the Salvation
Army and donate proceeds from the
philanthropy event, Alpha Phiesta, to the
Vermillion Backpack Program. 

In 2011, the sorority raised $8,700 from its
Red Dress Gala for local charities and
implemented two new philanthropy projects,

Cardiac Arrest and “Buy a Heart Get a Kiss.”
Alpha Phi international Fraternity was

founded at Syracuse University in 1872 as one
of the first Greek societies for women. Alpha
Phi is dedicated to promoting sisterhood,
cultivating leadership, encouraging intellectual
curiosity, and advocating service. The
organization is comprised of more than 150
collegiate chapters and more than 130
alumnae chapters throughout the United
States and Canada. 

For more information about Alpha Phi at
USD, please contact Alayna Ackerman at
(605) 431-6984 or e-mail:
Alayna.A.Ackerman@usd.edu. 

Alpha Phi at USD recognized for
outstanding service, citizenship

Retail gasoline prices have hit an
all-time February high, according to
AAA. The current South Dakota
average price for a gallon of self-serve
regular gasoline now stands at $3.498,
up 27 cents over the last two months,
making many motorists uneasy about
what to expect in the coming
months. 

“Every driver is impacted by the
increased cost of fuel” said Marilyn
Buskohl, spokeswoman for AAA
South Dakota. “But there are several
easy things we can do to stretch each
tank of gas and to find the lowest fuel
prices when it’s time to fill up.”

•Properly inflate tires. Only 17
percent of cars have all four tires
properly inflated, yet the U.S.
Department of Energy reports that
proper tire inflation can improve fuel
economy by up to three percent. 

It’s important not only to check
tire pressures at least once a month,
but also to make sure it’s done
correctly. A recent survey found that
85 percent of motorists don’t know
how to properly check tire pressures. 

It’s best to check the pressures
when the tires are cold and have not
been driven recently. Tires should be
inflated to levels recommended by

the vehicle manufacturer, not the
pressure levels stamped on the tire
sidewall. The proper pressure levels
can be found on a sticker on the
driver’s side door jamb or in the
owner’s manual. 

• Be gentle on the gas and brake
pedals. One of the easiest and most
effective ways to conserve fuel is to
change driving styles. Instead of
making quick starts and sudden
stops, go easy on the gas and brake
pedals.

If there is a red light ahead, ease
off the gas and coast up to it rather
than waiting until the last second to
brake. Once the light turns green,
gently accelerate rather than making
a quick start. The U.S. Department of
Energy reports aggressive driving can
lower a car’s fuel economy by up to
33 percent. 

• Let AAA find lowest gas prices.
Click on Fuel News & Tools in the
AAA News & Safety section of
AAA.com to: check gas prices
station-by-station with AAA’s free
Fuel Price Finder, check national,
state and city average prices via
www.AAAFuelGaugeReport.com,
and access AAA’s Fuel Cost
Calculator, which can figure your

total fuel bill for your particular trip
based on your particular vehicle.  

AAA’s TripTik smartphone app
provides motorists with the most
current and accurate gas price data
available, by drawing on credit card
transactions at more than 100,000
stations nationwide. Drivers  can find
the lowest gas prices close to home or
on the road. The AAA app’s GPS
technology enables users to quickly
locate stations on a map and see the
price for all available grades of
gasoline. Visit AAA.com/Mobile. 

• Drive the speed limit. slowing
down to observe the speed limit is
safer and can conserve fuel. The U.S.
Department of Energy reports that
each 5 mph driven over 60 mph is
like paying an additional 24 cents per
gallon for gas. Leave yourself plenty
of time to reach your destination to
avoid feeling rushed so you can arrive
safely and with a little more fuel in
the tank. 

• Plan errands in advance. When
running errands, try to combine
multiple tasks into one trip. Several
short trips starting with a cold engine
each time can use twice as much gas
as a longer multipurpose trip
covering the same distance when the

engine is warm. 
Also, plan the route in advance to

drive the fewest miles. Online
mapping tools such as AAA’s TripTik
Travel Planner are available to help
plan routes and are free to all
motorists at AAA.com.

• Lighten the load. A heavier
vehicle uses more fuel. Lighten your
vehicle by cleaning out the trunk,
cargo areas and passenger
compartments. Also try to avoid
using a car’s roof rack to transport
luggage or other equipment—
especially over long distances on the
highway. A loaded roof rack affects
the vehicle aerodynamics and creates
extra drag that reduces fuel economy. 

• Keep up-to-date on vehicle
maintenance. Keeping a car running
properly helps achieve maximum fuel
economy. Be sure to follow the
vehicle manufacturer’s recommended
maintenance schedule, and do not
ignore vehicle warning lights that
indicate something is wrong.
Warning lights can signal problems
that will greatly decrease a car’s fuel
efficiency. Check and replace air
filters. Clogged filters can cause up to
a 10-percent increase in fuel
consumption. 

Fight higher fuel prices with AAA’s gas-saving tips 

KPI-JCI and Astec Mobile Screens
has hired Dan Riley as a Marketing
Associate as part of the company’s
ongoing strategy to elevate its
international PRO Training
curriculum.

Riley, who earned his bachelor’s
degree in political science from the
University of South Dakota, has
previously worked at Volkswagen AG
in Germany, Target Corporation and
as a program coordinator for the
Great Plains International Trade
Association.

His daily responsibilities include
supporting the marketing department
in a variety of functions, including
creating marketing materials, creating
PRO Training materials, and
establishing additional lines of
communication with the company’s
sales representatives and dealers.

Lisa Carson, marketing manager
for KPI-JCI and Astec Mobile
Screens, said Riley’s previous training
experience with an international
manufacturer will help him elevate
the company’s PRO Training
curriculum to a higher standard.

“Dan’s experience with
Volkswagen AG gives him a deeper

understanding of how an
international training program should
be run,” Carson said. “I am very
confident his skills and business
acumen will make him a great
addition to the KPI-JCI and Astec
Mobile Screens marketing team.”

Riley said he is looking forward to
enhancing the PRO Training sales
and service programs, which are
designed to educate dealers and
customers about the effective
application, operation, maintenance
and troubleshooting of KPI-JCI and
Astec Mobile Screens equipment.

“I am proud to be a part of a
‘Made in America’ company with a
history of success and innovation,”
Riley said. “I am also excited to bring
some training experience to help
facilitate better manufacturer-to-seller
trainings, as well as metric experience
to help develop metrics in the interest
of creating leaner processes.”

To contact Dan Riley, e-mail him
at danriley@kpijci.com or call him at
(605) 668-2552. 

For more information about KPI-
JCI and Astec Mobile Screens, visit
www.kpijci.com.

KPI-JCI and Astec Mobile Screens hires
Riley to improve training curriculum

The wonders of South Dakota are
on display in a new high-definition
television documentary from South
Dakota Public Broadcasting.

“Over South Dakota,” an aerial
tour, reveals our state’s beauty, majesty
and splendor. The one-hour SDPB
Television production premieres on
Sunday, March 4, at 6:30 p.m. with an
immediate encore at 8 p.m.

The breathtaking high-definition
production takes viewers on a bird’s-
eye journey from the cities to the
plains to the mountains. 

The production begins with poetic
words from Patrick Hicks, writer in
residence at Augustana College in
Sioux Falls, and ends with words
from Badger Clark, the late cowboy
poet who was the state’s first poet
laureate. In between, the
production soars over a dozen areas

of the state, giving viewers a unique
and powerful perspective of our
home. South Dakota
singer/songwriter Boyd Bristow
narrates.

The incredible vistas were
filmed during the summer of 2011
by SkyWorks, an internationally-
acclaimed production organization,
in partnership with SDPB. The
project is supported by the South
Dakota Departments of Tourism
and Game, Fish and Parks, who will
use portions of the footage for their
own promotion efforts.

A new aerial tour of the state
long has been one of the network’s
goals. “For some time, we've hoped to
reprise ‘Soaring South Dakota’ with
high definition video technology,”
said Larry Rohrer, director of content
for the multi-media SDPB network. 

State shines in ‘Over South Dakota’


