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One in a MillionVer 
Meet Will Kennedy

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

“The only thing typical
about any of the weeks is
that they are all different.”

That’s how Will
Kennedy describes his role
serving 4-H youth as
program advisor in Clay,
Bon Homme and Yankton
counties.

He served as the Clay
County 4-H/youth
development educator
before Extension
underwent restructuring
across South Dakota last
October.

“My position itself is
very, very similar to what it
was before. I just serve
three counties now,” Will
said.

He initially attempted to
schedule his workload so
that he would be in each of
the three offices on a fairly
consistent basis – with
plans to be in the Bon
Homme County office
Mondays and Tuesdays, the
Yankton office on
Wednesdays, and the Clay
County office in Vermillion
on Thursdays and Fridays.

“But with youth
development, you have to
be available when your
volunteers and your youth
are, and that makes it
difficult to keep a set
schedule,” Will said. “So, I
spend two days in Clay
County, two days in Bon
Homme and one day in
Yankton.”

South Dakotans have
come to expect that people
involved with Extension are
graduates of South Dakota
State University with a
degree associated with
agriculture. Will is from
Vermillion, and attended
the University of South
Dakota.

His background is
proving to work quite well
with the evolving role of
Extension that now
includes 4-H youth
development, 

“I went to USD for
education, and right at the
end of that, I decided that I

didn’t want to be a
classroom teacher,” he said,
“so this job has worked out
very well for me. I ended
up with a history degree,
and an awful lot of
education credits. So, this
job as an informal educator
has been a really good fit.”

4-H remains an
important factor in
communities throughout
South Dakota despite
population trends in the
last three decades that have
reduced both the number
of farms and the number of
rural youth in the state.

“We are working on
getting the word out that
we aren’t just ‘cows and
plows.’ We have an
outstanding tradition, and
we’re true to that tradition,”
Will said. “We’re still based
on ag and things like that,
but I would say that in the
4-H program management,
my biggest things are
working with volunteers
and another thing I’m
really big on is the science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics push
called STEM.

“We do outreach in the
schools, after school,
through parks and rec, and
that’s something 4-H offers
now because we are an
outreach arm of a land-
grant university,” he said.
“It’s where we need to
realize that American
youth do need to catch up
in these STEM areas. We
have outstanding teachers
in all three of these
counties, but they are in the
same boat we all are. They
have to do more with less,
and we can do things like
offer some hands-on
science activities.”

Will and youth from the
Vermillion area were
occupied in just such an
activity last week at the
Vermillion Public Library. 

“We have an
outstanding partnership
with their youth librarian,
Joyce Moore, and we did a
group of science activities,”
he said. “We learned a lot,
we got real messy and it

just kind of showed the
youth that science is
something more than what
we learn in a book.

“Our priority is not just
making sure 4-H is
something other that what
we see traditionally – we’re
true to those traditions
because they are very
important and we still
believe in those – but also
that we’re keeping up with
the times,”

Will said. “We get
involved in things like
science, and we have an
awful lot of fun doing that
and we supplement the
classroom teachers.”

One of the highlights of
his job will come later this
year with the 4-H
Achievement Days that
coincide with the fairs in
Bon Homme, Yankton and
Clay counties.

“I believe with those
three counties I will be on
a two-week run, where we
will be either setting up,
tearing down, or having
the Achievement Days
along Highway 50 here,”
Will said. “With a full-time
4-H person – that’s not
something that each
county has had in the past
– but they’ve had between
two and three agents in
each of those offices that
have helped with those
things.

“The people have all
been really good about
realizing that if I’m in town
only two days a week, that
volunteers need to help
out. People have been
really good about stepping
up – it’s no fun but it’s what
we need to do. They realize
it’s what they need to do,
and they’ve done it,” he
said.

Will notes that
Extension in South Dakota
– and his job – was
restructured last year
because budgets were tight
in the state. But, he said,
local county commission
have been great in stepping
in to provide monetary
support that helps 4-H
remain a viable youth

program in the three
counties.

Each of the three
counties has kept on a full-
time administrative
assistant in their Extension
offices whose help is
invaluable, Will said.
Colleen Speakman serves
in the Clay County office
in Vermillion. Margaret
Hamilton and Danielle
McFarland staff the Bon
Homme and Yankton
offices, respectively. “They
are part of the program
that we need to keep this
going,” Will said, “now
more than ever. I’m
thankful for them all of the
time. Sometimes I’m away
from one of the offices for
a week, and when I get
back they have things lined
up for me that I need.

“Our local leaders and
elected officials realize this
is a program that is worth
going forward,” he said.
“Those glory days of the
big county fairs and beef
barns of cattle are
unfortunately a thing of the
past due to the
demographics. Times have
changed, but really, the job
hasn’t changed. We’re still
preparing youth to go out
into the world.”

WILL KENNEDY

 THE CITY OF VERMILLION
 IS SOLICITING QUOTES

 The City of Vermillion Code 
 Enforcement Department is seeking 
 Quotes for the following work:
 1. Yard mowing for grass and weeds 

 over 6 inches
 2. Vacant lot mowing for grass and weeds 

 over 12 inches
 3. Junk and debris pickup and removal

 If you are interest in providing this service 
 Please stop by City Hall to apply

 WANTED: DEAD  OR  ALIVE

 Home For Sale:
 420 Main Street Centerville

 Beautiful 5 bedroom 3 bath ranch style home with two 
 fireplaces, partially finished basement, new steel roof, 
 large patio, hard-top driveway, basketball court, fire 
 pit, large sun room, tool shed, two-car attached 
 garage, updated kitchen with custom cabinets and 
 gorgeous glass tile backsplash. New wood laminate 
 flooring and carpet.  Wall-to-wall windows with 
 beautiful view of mature trees in a good sized yard in 
 a quiet, friendly neighborhood. More pics on http://
 siouxfalls.craigslist.org

 Call 605-957-5266

TYNDALL

MOTORS

See photos of 
our entire inventory at

www.tyndallmotors.com

Ph. 605-589-3441 or
Toll Free 1-888-589-3441

NEW CHEVY CARS AND TRUCKS

2012 Chevy 1/2 ton, Crew, LT1 Cloth Pak ............................................. 8 On Hand
2012 Chevy 3/4 ton, HD 4x4 ................................................................. 2 On Hand
2012 Chevy Impala, Red, Cloth, V6....................................................... 1 On Hand
2012 Chevy Traverse, A.W.D, V-6......................................................... 2 On Hand
2012 Chevy Equinox, A.W.D. ................................................................ 5 On Hand
2012 Chevy Traverse AWD................................................................... 2 On Hand
2011 Chevy Traverse, A.W.D, V-6......................................................... 1 On Hand
2012 Chevy Cruze, 4 dr, LT1 Pak ......................................................... 1 On Hand
2012 Chevy Sonic, Red, LT1 Pak .......................................................... 1 On Hand

PRE-OWNED TRUCKS

2011 Chevy Silverado 3/4 Ton, Crew, LTZ, Red, 37,510 miles ................... $43,900
2009 Chevy Avalanche, LTZ, Leather, Maroon, 24,864 miles ..................... $36,995
2006 Chevy Silverado 3/4 Ton, Reg., LT1, Silver, 66,600 miles .................. $17,900
2002 Chevy Silverado, 1/2 Ton, Ext., LS, 2WHL, Silver, 64,287 miles......... $10,900
2001 Chevy Silverado 1/2 Ton, Ext., LS, Cloth, White, 68,450 miles ........... $12,995

PRE-OWNED SUVs

2011 Chevy Tahoe 4x4 ,LT1, Leather, Silver, 12,920 miles ........................ $35,995
2011 Chevy Traverse, AWD, Cloth, LT2, White, 995 miles ......................... $31,995
2011 Chevy Traverse, AWD, Cloth, LT2, Maroon, 16,850 miles.................. $31,995
2011 Chevy Traverse, FWD, Cloth, LS, Silver, 8,520 miles ........................ $24,995
2008 Mercury Mariner AWD, Leather, Base, Silver, 45,550 miles ............... $17,995
2007 Chevy Suburban, Leather, LT, Black, 81,275 miles............................ $22,995
2006 Chevy Trailblazer, Leather, LTZ, Red, 66,932 miles .......................... $17,995
2005 Chevy Tahoe 4x4, Leather, LT, Blue, 113,410 miles .......................... $14,995
2004 Buick Rainier AWD, Leather, CXL, Silver, 95,180 miles ..................... $10,995
2003 Chevy Tahoe 4x4, Cloth, LS, Maroon, 120,087 miles......................... $10,995

PRE-OWNED CARS

2011 Chevy Impala, Leather, LT1, White, 12,000 miles .............................. $19,995
2011 Chevy Impala, Leather, LT1, Black, 9,600 miles ................................ $19,995
2011 Chevy Impala, Cloth, LT1, White, 9,375 miles ................................... $18,500
2011 Chevy Impala, Cloth, LT1, Maroon, 17,690 miles............................... $18,500
2011 Chevy Impala, Cloth, LT1, Silver, 12,900 miles.................................. $18,500
2011 Chevy Impala, Cloth, LS, Dk Gray, 15,360 miles ............................... $16,900
2011 Chevy Cruze, Cloth, LT1, Silver, 21,310 miles ................................... $16,995
2011 Chevy Cruze, Cloth, LT1, Blue, 19,590 miles .................................... $16,995
2011 Buick Lucerne, Leather, CXL, White, 20,450 miles ............................ $25,995
2010 Chevy Malibu, Cloth, LT1, Black, 34,165 miles .................................. $14,500
2008 Chevy Impala, Cloth, LT1, Black, 33,000 miles .................................. $13,995
2008 Chevy Impala, Cloth, LT1, Silver, 58,567 miles.................................. $12,995
2008 Cadillac DTS, Leather, Lux, Silver, 32,500 miles ............................... $23,995
2003 Chrysler Concorde, Leather, Gray, 88,562 miles ................................. $6,995

NEW BOATS

(2) 2012 Tracker Targa, 185 Combo, 150 4-stroke, Maroon ....................... $28,065
(2) 2012 Tracker Targa 185 WT, 150 4-stroke, Black ................................. $27,065
(1) 2012 Tracker Targa 185 WT, 150 Optimax, Black ................................. $26,165
(1) 2012 Tracker Pro Guide, 175 Combo, 115 4-stroke, Black .................... $21,725
(1) 2012 Tracker Pro Guide, 175 WT, 115 4-stroke, Blue ........................... $21,820
(1) 2012 Tracker Pro Guide, 16 ft, SC, 60 4-stroke, Red ............................ $16,620
(1) 2012 Tracker Pontoon, 22 ft., Party Barge, 90 4-stroke, Maroon............ $23,815
(1) 2011 Tracker Pontoon, 22 ft.,  Regency Fish, 115 4-stroke, Maroon ......$29,995
(1) 2011 Tracker Pontoon, 20 ft., Classic, 60 4-stroke, Brown..................... $16,995
(2) 2012 Tracker Jon Boats, 1754 and 2072, Green ......................... $4,694-$7,744
(2) 2011 Tracker Jon Boats, 1754 SC and 1860 SC, 60 4-stroke...$14,270-$15,770
(2) 2011 Tracker Jon Boats, 1448 and 1648, Green ......................... $2,249-$2,549
(1) 2010 Tracker Jon Boat, 1860, Green ...................................................... $4,728

PRE-OWNED BOATS

2009 Tracker V15 SC, 15 ft, 40 engine, Gray............................................... $8,500
2007 Tracker 1860 Jon 18 ft., 50 engine, Green .......................................... $8,995
1999 Tracker Pro Team, 17 ft., 40 engine, Silver ......................................... $3,500
1994 Lund Open WT, 17 ft., 115 engine, Blue.............................................. $4,000
1989 Alumicraft Open, 16 ft., 40 engine, Gray, ............................................ $1,995

Talk to Dan,

Tom or Katie
Chevy Runs Deep


