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16th annual Building Bridges
Conference 1s March 15 at USD

The 16th annual Building
Bridges Conference at the
University of South Dakota,
“Stand Tall, Look Good, Be
Proud: BE STRONG IN YOUR
POWER,” will feature activities
and a keynote address by Steve
Saffron, former director of
American Indian Programs at
Scottsdale Community
College, on Friday, March 15 in
the ballroom of the Muenster
University Center.

Saffron of Phoenix, AZ, will
lead the conference with a
focus on “using positive
strategies for finding support
and achieving goals.” Saffron’s
career in Indian education
began as a counselor and
assistant principal at Alchesay
High School in White River,
AZ.

He continued to work in
Mesa Public Schools as a
counselor to students from the
Salt River Indian community,
and was eventually chosen by

the Salt River Indian
Education Department as the
director of American Indian
Programs at Scottsdale
Community College.

Saffron was recently
honored with the “Devoted
and Distinguished Service
Award” for more than 20 years
of educational service to the
Salt River Pima /Maricopa
Indian Community.

His presentation is
sponsored by the USD Clinical
Psychology Program/BRIDGES
Conference Committee and
the Center for Excellence in
Minority Health and Health
Disparities.

The 16th Building Bridges
Conference begins at 8:30 a.m.
with the opening ceremony by
Gene Thin Flk, director of
Native American Student
Services at USD. The Building
Bridges Information Fair will
take place concurrently with
the conference in the East

Lounge of the Muenster
University Center where
representatives from several
USD academic departments
and student support services
will be available to share
information about their
programs.

More information,
including registration
information and a conference
agenda, is available by visiting
www.usd.edu/bridges.

Building Bridges provides
opportunities for students,
counselors, and faculty to learn
effective ways to make higher
education a positive experience
for all students, but especially
for Native students.

For more information,
contact the Clinical
Psychology
Program/BRIDGES
Conference Committee at
(605) 677-5353 or e-mail
bridges@usd.edu.
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MORE THAN FLURRIES
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What began as light snow flurries Thursday afternoon, Feb. 21, turned to significant snowfall by that night,
prompting the University of South Dakota to clear snow from the DakotaDome's parking lot and sidewalks
while the Coyote women's game with [UPUI was still in progress. By the time the storm passed the next
morning, over five inches of snow had fallen in Vermillion.

(Photo by David Lias)

Digging in the dirt 1s important part of Sayre’s work

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbranson@plaintalk.net

Last summer, USD’s Dr.
Matthew Sayre took a group of
seven students on a research
trip to a 3,000-year-old
Peruvian temple.

Now, he wants to make it a
tradition, with a second trip for
this summer now in the
planning stages.

“It’s a really unique
experience for the undergrads
to not only go abroad and study
... but also to be immersed in a
local small-town culture,” said
Sayre, an assistant professor of
anthropology at USD.

With support from USD’s
College of Arts & Sciences, the
students went to the Chavin de
Huantar, which is located in the
Andes Mountains, and is known
to be one of the oldest places in
Peru.

“It’s certainly a privilege to
work there, and when I was
offered the chance when I first
went to graduate school I
immediately said yes,” Sayre
said.

He started working there for
his dissertation at the University
of California at Berkeley,
continuing through post-
doctoral work with Stanford
University’s IHUM program.

When most people think of
archaeology, their heads
immediately become filled with
images from the Indiana Jones
series of films, but Sayre will be
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to Zane Jones, Sturgis, then lost
a 6-0 decision in the
wrestlebacks to Huron’s Trent
Francom. Seibel’s season ended
with a 10-11 record.

Sophomore Brandon Hertz
sustained a pair of losses by
pin. Spencer Folk, Milbank,
took him down in 1:29 in the
first round, then Pierre’s Seth
Scott pinned Hertz in 40
seconds to end the Vermillion
wrestler’s season at a record of
20-20.

Seth Heine’s junior season
finished with a record of 20-
22 after he lost twice at state.
Unbeaten Aero Amo, Rapid
City Central, pinned Heine in
38 seconds, then Triston
Wirtjes, Watertown, got the
better of Heine in 2:48 in the
wrestleback round.
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the first to tell you that the real
thing bears little resemblance to
the movies.

However, he said it is
sometimes difficult not to make
those comparisons at the
Chavin de Huantar, with its
many labyrinthine
underground chambers.

“You walk right in there and
go through these galleries and
see things that we presume are
images of (ancient Peruvians’)
gods — large stone statues that
are 10 feet high with elaborate
carvings on them,” Sayre said.

SPECIALIZED EXTENDED ACUTE CARE...

Select Specialty Hospitals are part of a national network of specialized acute care hospitals
within Select Medical . Our programs and services have been designed to fit in the continuum
of health care for those patients that are critically ill and need a longer acute hospitalization for
their recovery.
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Director of Quality Management - rur.zme

“You have this really
elaborate temple that we now
know is constructed in a similar
design of temples that were
built on the coast of Peru in
that same time period, so there
appears to be connections
between this temple and other
civilizations at this period in
time,” he said.

Part of Sayre’s work there
involves studying an invasive
species of grass whose roots
extend 10 feet, which has led to
concern about their protruding
into the galleries of the temple
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and weakening its structure.

Some of Peru’s native species
have roots of similar length, but
at the time the temple was built,
it would not have been covered
in grass, Sayre said.

“We've started removing (the
grass),” he said. “We figured out
you can’t use pesticides, you
can’t remove it by hand —it’ll
come back — so the way we
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figured to do this was ... to roll
out big plastic tarps on top of it
and leave them there for over a
year.”

Sayre said work is now being
done to cover the monument
with other kinds of protection
to keep the grass from
returning.

In their trip to the site, the
USD students helped in
researching the invasive species.

“We were able to go down
there and work for roughly a
month on the field school,”
Sayre said. “There were students
from Stanford there, as well as
from three Peruvian
universities, and some people
from Poland and other
countries.

“It was really quite a large
project, with over 50 students,
professional excavators and
probably 30 local contract
laborers, who were
predominantly local farmers,”
he said.

He hopes that a group of
USD students now can return
each summer through a
collaborative effort with
Stanford and the Peruvian
schools.

“A field school was quite
different for many of them
because it’s an example of
moving away from just learning
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in lecture to learning by applied
activity;,” he said. “So, people
were not just reading the
textbook and learning how to
document artifacts, but they’re
also taking photographs and
running them through
photogramic software and
creating 3D models of what
we’ve excavated. ...

“For a number of students, I
think it was kind of refreshing
for them to learn through doing
rather than through receiving
information,” he said.

A native of Iowa, Sayre spent
much of his youth in Ohio. This
is his second year at USD.

He said his path to
archaeology was different from
that of many in his profession.

“Most archaeologists knew
from the age of six that they
wanted to spend their life
studying the pyramids, or
digging in the dirt, or working
on arrowheads,” he said. “I went
to college thinking I’d major in
either history or biology, and
found anthropology to really be
an area that combined the two
of them.

“Both archaeology and
anthropology are very diverse in
that they allow people to be
both humanistic and scientific,”
he said.

Where you feel at home.
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with Dr. Santos, call
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Vascular services

here at home
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be delivered close to home. Sanford Health specialists
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