
By Nedra Rhone
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Spring is in the air and it
sure smells clean.

The annual ritual of
ridding our homes of
winter's dust and dirt has
begun.

While some of us dread
spring cleaning, you can do
things to make it easier on
yourself and your wallet.

I chatted with Sue Perry,
deputy editor of ShopSmart
Magazine, where staffers test
and compare hundreds of
cleaning products year
round. They recently
highlighted some of the
most effective money-saving
cleaners.

"You go to the grocery
store and you think you are
doing fine on your bill, but
you put a couple of cleaning
products in and the bill just
skyrockets," Perry says. "It
really can take a bite out of
your budget." But it is
possible to clean your home
with just two products: Pine-
Sol and Comet. Here are
some cheap but effective
products and strategies to
consider as you face the task
of cleaning your home this
spring.

Use affordable products
that serve more than one
purpose: One of the biggest
surprises in the ShopSmart
tests was Pine-Sol. "It beat
18 pricier cleaners and it left
no streaks," Perry says. You
can also dilute it (a quarter
cup to one gallon of water)

and put it in a spray bottle.
Ajax Lemon Dish Liquid

performed as well as any
other liquid for washing
dishes, but was the cheapest
among the brands tested.
Perry says you can also use it
as a general cleaner by
mixing one teaspoon with a
cup of warm water.

Comet with Bleach
performs great on a variety
of jobs as well, including
cleaning toilet bowls — a
task that has an entire
category of dedicated
cleaners, Perry says.

Make your own cleaners:
Vinegar, ammonia, water
and other ingredients you
probably already have on
hand can make very good
cleaning products, Perry
says. In addition to saving
money, DIY formulas may be
less toxic than store-bought
cleaners.

Mix seven pints of cold
water, a half cup of soapy
ammonia and one pint of
rubbing alcohol in a squirt
bottle for an effective glass

and window cleaner, Perry
says. Or make an all-purpose
cleaner with a half-cup of
household ammonia and a

teaspoon of dishwashing
detergent without bleach.

Be sure to label your DIY
products to avoid confusion
and never mix ammonia
with bleach, as it can
produce deadly gasses. If you
find DIY cleaners just don't
cut it for you, you can always
return to store-bought
brands, Perry says.

Control your portions: In
ShopSmart's standardized
tests, only one to two squirts
of spray or a quarter
teaspoon of liquid were
effective in cleaning gunky
globs of goo. If you need
more product, add more, but
start with smaller amounts.

Get the right tools: "One
thing you can do to save
money is with sponges,
scouring pads or laundry
sheets, cut everything in half
and you slash your costs by
50 percent," says Perry. Old
toothbrushes or Q-tips can
be used to clean tight
crevices.

Get organized: Spring
cleaning isn't just about

cleaning. It also means
reducing clutter and that too
can be done on a budget,
Perry says.

Dollar stores are a great
resource for plastic bins and
other organizing tools, just
make sure you're getting the
right sizes and colors
depending on their planned
use, Perry says.

Will it be visible or
hidden away? How big is the
space where it needs to fit
and how much needs to fit
inside? Do you need to see
the items inside or do you
want them hidden?

Stay on schedule: Don't
feel you need to finish all
your spring cleaning in one
day or weekend, but do give
yourself a deadline, Perry
says. "Start with something
very small that could be
done in 15 minutes. It will
give you a sense of
accomplishment and then it
just keeps going."
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Nightly 
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 KTIV $ $ Cash Cab Cash Cab Ellen DeGeneres Show News 4 NBC News News 4 Ent Community Parks The Offi ce Go On (S) Hannibal “Aperitif” (N) News 4 Tonight Show w/Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 Extra (S)

 KDLT % %
The Doctors (S) Judge Judy 

(N) (S)
Judge Judy 
(S)

KDLT News 
(N)

NBC Nightly 
News (S)

KDLT News 
(N)

The Big Bang 
Theory (S)

Community 
“Herstory of 
Dance”

Parks and 
Recreation 
“Partridge”

The Offi ce 
“Promos” 
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Doc Martin “Haemophobia” 
Warn woman about sun 
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Nightly 
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(Off Air)
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(N) (S)

Who Wants/
Millionaire

The Ellen DeGeneres Show 
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Grey’s Anatomy April 
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KSFY News 
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Jimmy Kimmel Live (N) (S) Nightline (N) Paid Program Extra (N) (S) Paid Program Paid Program

 KWSD . D
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Truth”
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Mary Tyler 
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Newhart 
Show
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Dyke Show

The Twilight 
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Perry Mason A meddling 
bum is found murdered.

Kojak “Case Without a File” 
Kojak assumes dead man’s 
identity.

Night Gallery Mission: Impossible Scien-
tist to be assassinated.
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 TWC  * Weather/History Weather Center Live (N) Planet Planet Forecast. Forecast. Weather Center Live Planet Planet Forecast. Forecast. Weather Center Live Storms Storms
 CSPAN 1 (12:00) Public Affairs Public Affairs Capitol Hill Hearings Capitol Hill Hearings
 WGN-A 2 Walker, Texas Ranger Law Order: CI Chris Chris Funniest Home Videos How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met WGN News at Nine (S) Funniest Home Videos Rules Rules 30 Rock Scrubs (S) 30 Rock Sunny
 TVG  3 Designing Designing Designing Designing Boss Boss Boss Boss MOVIE: State and Main (2000, Comedy) Alec Baldwin. MOVIE: Dr. T & the Women (2000) Richard Gere. Designing Designing Paid Prog. Paid Prog.
 QVC  4 (2:00) Destination Gold Susan Graver Style Affi nity Diamond Jewelry Susan Graver Style Clarks Footwear QVC Fashion Closet Inspired Style Best  Sleep
 KAUNLP 6 Movin’ On “Explosion” Naked City Tarzan Cis. Kid Hopalong McCoys Hillbillies Ozzie Highway to Heaven The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest (S) Cold Case Files (S) Cold Squad “The Box”
 HSN  7 Marilyn Miglin M. Miglin Skin Care Slinky Brand Fashions Slinky Brand Fashions Beauty Report Pilates Power Gym Slinky Brand Fashions Marilyn Miglin HGTV Home Presents HGTV Home Presents M. Miglin Skin Care
 ESPN  8 NFL Live (N) (Live) Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) College Basketball College Basketball SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live)
 ESPN2  9 SportsNation (N) (Live) NFL32 (N) (Live) Around Pardon NFL Live (N) SpoCenter QB Camp 30 for 30 NFL Live Baseball Tonight (Live) NASCAR SportsNation Basketball
 FSN  ; Twins Live Game The Panel Courtside Car Sci. Due North MLB Baseball: Detroit Tigers at Minnesota Twins. Wild Live NHL Hockey: Minnesota Wild at Los Angeles Kings. (Live) Wild Live Due North Roads Outdoors
 SPEED  < (1:00) Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction (N) (Live) Car Warriors Wrecked Wrecked Pinks Pinks Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction From the South Florida Expo Center in Palm Beach, Florida.
 LIFE  = Wife Swap (S) Wife Swap (S) Dance Moms Dance Moms Project Runway Project Runway (N) Preachers’ Daughters Prank Project Runway Project Runway Preachers’
 WE  > Roseanne Roseanne Ghost Whisperer (S) Charmed (S) Charmed (S) Braxton Family Values Braxton Family Values Braxton Family Values Braxton Family Values Braxton Family Values Tamar & Vince Tamar & Vince
 FOOD  ? Contessa Contessa Paula Trisha’s Chopped Sweet Genius Chopped Chopped Anne Burrell Worst Cooks Chopped Anne Burrell Worst Cooks
 SOAP  @ Beverly Hills, 90210 (S) Veronica Mars (S) Veronica Mars (S) Young & Restless Days of our Lives (S) General Hospital (S) Young & Restless Days of our Lives (S) General Hospital (S) All My Children (S) All My Children (S)
 HALL  A Happy Day Happy Day Brady Brady Brady Brady Brady Brady Frasier (S) Frasier (S) Frasier Frasier Frasier (S) Frasier (S) Frasier (S) Frasier (S) Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Cheers (S) Cheers (S)
 HGTV  B Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Selling NY Selling NY Hunt Intl Hunters Income Property (S) Rehab Rehab Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Rehab Rehab Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl
 DISN  D ANT Farm Jessie (S) Jessie (S) Jessie (S) Good Luck Jessie (S) ANT Farm ANT Farm ANT Farm MOVIE: Adventures of Sharkboy Jessie (S) Austin Good Luck ANT Farm Wizards Wizards Suite/Deck Suite/Deck Good Luck Good Luck
 NICK  E Parents Parents Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Drake See Dad See Dad Full House Full House The Nanny The Nanny Friends (S) Friends (S) Friends (S) Friends (S) George George Lopez (S) George
 CART  F MAD Gumball Gumball Adventure Adventure Regular Regular Annoying Incredible Regular King of Hill King of Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Newsread Delocated Squidbill. Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy
 TVL  G Griffi th Griffi th M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Cosby Cosby Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King The King of Queens (S) King Raymond Raymond ’70s Show
 FAM  H ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show MOVIE: Twister (1996, Action) Helen Hunt, Bill Paxton. MOVIE: Twister (1996, Action) Helen Hunt, Bill Paxton. The 700 Club (S) Prince Prince Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Paid Prog.
 A&E  I The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (N) The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48
 TRAV  J Bizarre Foods Man, Food Man, Food Bizarre Foods Man, Food Man, Food Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum
 APL  K North Woods Law (S) North Woods Law (S) North Woods Law (S) North Woods Law (S) North Woods Law (S) North Woods North Woods Law (N) North Woods North Woods Law (S) North Woods Law (S) North Woods Law (S)
 DSC  L Property Property Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Property Property Auction Auction Property Property Auction Auction Auction Auction
 TLC  M NY Ink (S) NY Ink “Now or Never” NY Ink “Fight or Flight” Tattoos Tattoos Casino Casino Tattoos Tattoos NY Ink (N) Tattoos Tattoos NY Ink (S) Casino Casino Tattoos Tattoos
 SYFY  N Warehouse 13 “Stand” Being Human Total MOVIE: Interview With the Vampire (1994) Tom Cruise. MOVIE: Case 39 (2009) Renée Zellweger. MOVIE: Interview With the Vampire (1994) Tom Cruise. MOVIE: Furnace (2006, Horror)
 HIST  O Swamp People Swamp People Swamp People Swamp People Swamp People Swamp People (N) Big Rig Bounty Hunters America’s Book Swamp People Swamp People Big Rig Bounty Hunters
 FNC  P Your World W/ Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor (N) Hannity (N) Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor Hannity Greta Van Susteren The Five
 CNN  Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) Erin Burnett OutFront Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Live (N) Anderson Cooper 360 Erin Burnett OutFront Piers Morgan Live Anderson Cooper 360 Erin Burnett OutFront
 MSNBC R Martin Bashir (N) Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews The Ed Show (N) Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word The Ed Show Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word Hardball Matthews
 HLN  S Making It in America Evening Express Jane Velez-Mitchell (N) Nancy Grace (N) Dr. Drew on Call Nancy Grace Showbiz Tonight Dr. Drew on Call Nancy Grace Showbiz Tonight
 CNBC  T Closing Bell-Bartiromo Fast Money (N) Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report (N) Crime Inc. Amer. Greed American Greed (N) Mad Money Amer. Greed American Greed Paid Prog. Williams
 TCM  U MOVIE: MOVIE: Tall Story (1960, Comedy) MOVIE: Goodbye Again (1961) Ingrid Bergman. MOVIE: The Corn Is Green (1945) Bette Davis. MOVIE: How Green Was My Valley (1941) MOVIE: Proud Valley (1940, Drama) MOVIE: A Run for Your Money
 AMC  V (2:00) MOVIE: True Lies (1994, Action) MOVIE: The Transporter (2002) Jason Statham. The Walking Dead Comic Freakshow Immortal Comic Freakshow Immortal Comic Freakshow Immortal MOVIE: Death Wish (1974)
 BRAVO W Tabatha Takes Over Tabatha Takes Over Tabatha Takes Over Tabatha Takes Over Real Housewives Real Housewives Tabatha Takes Over Happens Tabatha Takes Over Housewives/Atl. Dukes of Tabatha Takes Over
 FX  X MOVIE: How I Met How I Met Two Men Two Men Anger MOVIE: The Green Hornet (2011, Action) Seth Rogen. Anger Archer (N) Legit (N) BrandX With Archer Legit BrandX With Archer Legit
 WTBS  Y Friends (S) Friends (S) Friends (S) King King Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Big Bang Big Bang Men-Work Big Bang Conan (N) Men-Work Conan The Offi ce MOVIE: Private Val
 USA  Z NCIS “Sandblast” (S) NCIS “Once a Hero” NCIS “Twisted Sister” NCIS “Smoked” (S) Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Psych CSI: Crime Scene House “Ugly” (S) MOVIE: Shadow Man
 TNT  [ Castle “Last Call” (S) Castle “Nikki Heat” (S) Castle (S) NBA Basketball: Chicago Bulls at Brooklyn Nets. (N) (Live) NBA Basketball: Spurs at Thunder Inside the NBA (Live) Cold Case (S) Major Crimes
 SPIKE  ¨ (2:30) MOVIE: Fire Down Below (1997, Action) MOVIE: Walking Tall (2004, Action) The Rock. iMPACT Wrestling (N) (S) Bellator MMA Live (N) (S Live) Bellator MMA Live (S) Bellator 360 (S)
 COM  ≠ Comedy Futurama Futurama Sunny South Park Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Show Sunny Sunny Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Ben Show Nathan Daily Show Colbert Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Daily Show Colbert Nathan Ben Show
 E!  Æ Kourtney-Kim MOVIE: She’s Out of My League (2010) E! News (N) The Soup Kourtney-Kim Kourtney-Kim Chelsea E! News Chelsea Playing With Fire Chelsea The Soup
 TRUTV  Ø Top 20 Most Shocking Top 20 Most Shocking Cops (S) Cops (S) World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... (N) Upload Upload Top 20 Most Shocking World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... Upload Upload
 TBN  ∞ J. Hagee MOVIE: The Passion of the Christ (2004) Jim Caviezel. Good Potters Behind J. Osteen Prince Hillsong Praise the Lord Holy Land Shroud-Turin Crefl o Doll Temple to the Tomb
 EWTN  ± Storybook Divine Truth Living Right Gallery Daily Mass: Our Lady World Over Live Crossing Rosary Life on the Rock Defending Women of Daily Mass: Our Lady World Over Live Octava Servant
 INSP  ≤ Little House on Prairie Brady Brady Happy Day Happy Day Medicine Woman Little House on Prairie The Waltons Matlock (S) Matlock “The Target” Medicine Woman The High Chaparral Campmeeting
 UNI  μ Soy Tu Dueña (N) El Gordo y la Flaca (N) Primer Impacto (N) Casa, Risa Notic. Corona de Lágrimas Porque el Amor Manda Amores Verdaderos Amor Bravío (N) Impacto Noticiero Al Diablo Zacatillo, un
 MTV  ∂ The Real World (S) The Real World (S) Made (S) Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Failosophy Ridiculous. Failosophy Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Failosophy Failosophy
 VH1  º Love & Hip Hop (S) The Gossip Game (S) Wicked Single (S) Wicked Single (S) Wicked Single (S) MOVIE: You Got Served (2004, Drama) (S) Master of the Mix (S) The Gossip Game (S) Love & Hip Hop (S) Planet Rock: Hip Hop
 CMT  Ω (2:15) MOVIE: In the Army Now (S) Reba (S) Reba (S) Reba (S) Reba (S) Reba (S) Reba (S) Redneck Vacation Redneck Vacation Cops Rel. Cops Rel. Cops Rel. Bayou Bayou Bayou Bayou Bayou Bayou
 DXD  (103) Phineas Kickin’ It MOVIE: James and the Giant Peach (1996) Ninja Kings Wizards Suite Life Suite Life Suite Life Suite Life Suite Life Phineas Suite Life Fish Fish Buttowski Buttowski Fish Kid vs. Kat
 RFD-TV (131) Toy Trains Agriculture Shotgun R. Rogers Quilt Virginia Gaither Gospel Hour Larry’s Country Diner Farming Big Deal RFD-TV Live (N) Perform. Magnus Ag Report Reporter Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Toy Trains Agriculture
 CSPAN2 (161) U.S. Senate Coverage U.S. Senate Coverage Tonight From Washington Capital News Today Today in Washington

At Sanford Vermillion, we believe quality care should 
be delivered close to home. Sanford Health specialists 
provide health and healing where it’s convenient to you. 
Where you feel at home.

Common Services:

Vascular services

here at home

Angelo Santos, MD
Vascular Surgeon

Varicose veins
Excessive sweating of the hands and feet
Carotid artery disease
Peripheral arterial disease
Abdominal aortic aneurysm
Poor circulation
Wound healing

To schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Santos, call 
(605) 328-3350 or 
(800) 618-3186.
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 Endless Poss ib i l i t i es
 • Natural Granite • Engineered Quartz (Silestone/Ceasarstone) 

 Vanity Tops • Shower Bases • Tub/Shower Surrounds (Solid Surface or Cultured Marble)

 215  Mulberry  St .  Yankton  •   668-0765 |  661-9271
 www.midwestcustommarble .com

Money-saving cleaners for spring


