
The Vermillion PTA and the PTSA 
would like to 

THANK ALL 
of the Fun Run sponsors:

Aaladin Cleaning Systems
Bank of the West
Bank of the West Insurance
Blue Monarch
Cor Insurance
CorTrust
Dakota PC Warehouse
Dakota Realty & Carrie Mart
Davis Pharmacy
First Bank & Trust
First Dakota
Hy-Vee
Jeremy Swanston

Julie Stewart
Knutson Dentistry
Maloney Real Estate
Mick Breske Insurance
Murph’s Appliance
Nygren’s True Value
Premier Realty
Sanford Vermillion
Rotary
University Cleaners
Vermillion Medical Clinic
Walking Billboard
Walmart

A special thanks to 
The University of South Dakota, 
everyone at the Dakota Dome, 

teachers and parents.

 1221 Cornell St., Vermillion, SD • 605-624-5642
 201 NW 13th St., Ste. 3, Beresford, SD  • 800-560-2518

 1-800-560-2518

 TODD’S  TODD’S  TODD’S 
 ELECTRIC SERVICE ELECTRIC SERVICE ELECTRIC SERVICE
 Design/Build • Fiber Cabling • Commercial • Residential

  Service Calls • Boom Truck with Auger • Trenching

 Serving the 
 Beresford and 

 Vermillion Areas

 “The Line To Power”
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Spirit Mound Township 

Equalization Meeting
 

Tuesday, March 17th, 5:45 PM
Clay County Extension Office 
Appeals must be mailed to clerk and post 
marked no later than March 14, 2015

 
Curt Brodsky

31179 462nd Avenue
Vermillion, SD  57069

Please visit our website at 
www.vermillion@k12.sd.us 
for additional information, 
look under “Kindergarten 

Screening Scheduled”.

• Wednesday, March 18th

• Thursday, March 19th

• Friday, March 20th

Any child who will have their 5th

birthday on or before 
September 1st, 2015 and their parents

Parents, if your child is going to be 5 on or before September 1st, 2015 please call Jayme at 
677-7010 to register for a round-up session. Parents will have a question and answer time with 
school personnel while the incoming students will be screened.

Please plan to spend the morning or afternoon with us.

Vermillion Public Schools
Kindergarten Round-Up

Austin Elementary School
300 High Street

PLEASE BRING A CERTIFIED COPY OF YOUR CHILD’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE TO ROUND-UP. IF YOUR CHILD WAS BORN IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA, YOU MAY PURCHASE A CERTIFIED COPY FROM THE CLAY COUNTY COURT HOUSE FOR $15.00. WE ASK THAT 
PARENTS PROVIDE ORIGINAL COPIES OF BIRTH CERTIFICATES. IF YOUR CHILD’S IMMUNIZATION RECORDS INCLUDE THE 
KINDERGARTEN SHOTS, PLEASE BRING THE COMPLETED IMMUNIZATION RECORD TO THE ROUND-UP.

By Alan Dale
For the Plain Talk

Tanager wrestling cousins 
wrap high school careers with 

individual titles;
VHS takes 7th Place.

SIOUX FALLS - A scene can be 
new or different, but winning 
never stops because of a change 
of venue.
Just ask Vermillion High School’s 
Brett and Regan Bye.
The senior Tanager wrestling duo 
showed everyone this weekend 
they could get on a mat in Rapid 
City, Vermillion, Sioux Falls or a 
truck stop in Aberdeen and one 
thing would never change: Bye 
wrestling dominance.
Saturday at the Denny Sanford 
Premier Center both Byes 
concluded their careers with two 
more individual titles and five 
total over their Tanager careers 
to spark the Vermillion High 
team to a seventh-place finish 
(79.5 points) at the Class A state 
wrestling finals.
Pierre won the state team title 
with 161.5 points.
Vermillion’s Trey Hage (third 
place, 120-pounds), Carter Kratz 
(fourth-place, 145-pounds), 
and Jacob Husby (seventh-
place, 113-pounds) made it five 
Tanagers to place at state.
“One of our goals all year long 
was to get on the podium so 
seventh is good enough for me,” 
Vermillion head coach Hazen 
Bye said. “We have been ranked 
around there all year long so I am 
happy with that.
“We had nine qualify this year 
and eight last year (when they 
finished 11th). It’s been an 
amazing season. The guys who 
filled in (the lineup) that weren’t 
here all did something to help 
win a dual. Something worked 
out almost every time (during 
the season) and it helped make it 
always a team effort.”
Regan Bye, won his third 
consecutive state title with an 
injury default victory over Kasey 
Klapprodt (Rapid City Stevens) 

at 3:06.
Prior to that, Regan dominated 
the match to such a level that he 
literally drug Klapprodt around 
the mat to completely boss the 
action.
Regan had won consecutive 
titles at 145-pounds entering this 
season prior to earning his third 
crown.
“The only reason i was at 145, was 
for the team, and for the team 
that’s where I felt comfortable 

and it was a natural place for me,” 
Regan Bye said. “Weight-wise I 
probably would have been fine 
at 170, but it didn’t work out 
because of the seniors we had 
and (Brett). I definitely got a lot 
stronger and as (this season) went 
on I felt stronger every time I 
wrestled. I put myself in positions 
that helped me feel great every 
time I wrestled.”
Brett Bye won a second straight 
individual title as he added to his 

152-pound title he earned last 
winter.
He won 3-0 over Pierre’s Dawson 
Monfore.
“I tried to go out there and 
wrestle my match and do what 
I am good at I guess,” Brett said. 
“His front right leg was up there 
a bit and his arm was up and 
I saw an opening (for an early 
takedown).”
The two wrestlers knocked heads 
and Monfore seemed to take the 

brunt of it. From there, Brett Bye 
dominated as the Pierre wrestler 
seemed to just let the Tanager 
ride out the win and not allow 
Vermillion to earn the pin.
Brett saw that the momentum was 
completely his after the two had 
collided.
“That was kind of where he broke 
and realized I was little bit more 
physical then,” Brett Bye said. 
“That’s when he shut down.”
Brett also became the first ever 
Tanager to claim a state final 
placing in all six years of varsity 
action dating back to his seventh 
grade year.
The Tanagers’ team finish was the 
program’s best under head coach 
Hazen Bye, a mighty fine grappler 
in his day and Regan’s father.
“I won three titles too,” coach 
Bye said. “Regan is the better 
wrestler though. He’s much more 
technically sound it’s not even 
funny. They eat better now, are 
better educated, and have all the 
tools. Not that I didn’t, but they 
took advantage of those tools.
(A match against Regan) Would 
be close. Did you ask him about 
it? I have more men strength so 
he better get it done fast,” Hazen 
smiled.
The Bye wrestlers are not only 
champions but also a rarity: two 
Division I recruited athletes from 
the same team from a high school 
of such a small enrollment.
Regan is set to wrestle for the 
University of Nebraska while 
Brett is set to participate for the 
South Dakota State squad.
Brandon Hertz (182-pounds) 
and Kyle Siebel (126-pounds) 
went 1-2 on Friday and were 
eliminated short of the medal 
rounds.
Noah Westergaard (195-pounds) 
and Noah Walker (138-pounds) 
were eliminated on day one after 
being defeated in their only two 
matches each.
Here is a look at how Saturday 
went for the five Tanager finalists.
REGAN BYE (champion, 
160-pounds)
Three straight titles like his father 

– Vermillion coach Hazen Bye – 
Regan Bye was made more than 
just a great wrestler by his family’s 
patriarch and others close to him.
“They will still always be my 
family and at the next level they 
will be there for everything that’s 
how my family is,” Regan said. 
“We will probably call each other 
every day to be honest.
“It kind of stinks knowing my 
dad won’t be my coach anymore, 
but at least I had the opportunity 
for him to be my coach. Once he 
was my coach we started seeing 
results, and started winning.”
Regan may have been a heck of 
wrestler, but he gives plenty of 
credit to his father for making 
him an even better man.
“I grew up a lot with him being 
around and pushing us so 
hard,” Regan said. “He and my 
sisters – they taught me how to 
be a gentleman and how to treat 
people with respect. On the mat 
it’s a different story, because I 
want to win. Off the mat you can 
be the nicest guy in the world.”
The ‘different story’ showed itself 
on the mat as Regan toyed with 
Klapprodt - who seemed to have 
more than just his leg hurt - from 
start to finish.
Bye earned his place in the 
semifinal with a massive pin of 
Matt Larson (Mitchell) at 3:52 
when leading 3-0.
This was his final weekend as a 
Tanager wrestler battling with his 
dad, Brett, and the program.
“I am definitely going to 
remember my dad being such 
a great coach and the assistants 
helping me become so successful,” 
Regan said. “What I am also 
going to miss the most is 
competing against Brett. Now 
maybe one day in our future we 
will compete against each other 
(in college).
“We have a really close 
relationship. It’s close because 
when we wrestle in the room we 

Bye, Bye Champions
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By Sonia Hernandez
For the Plain Talk

Art of Vermillion: Aaron 
Packard
By Sonia Hernandez
For the Plain Talk
Local photographer and 
business owner Aaron 
Packard has lived in 
Vermillion for most of his 
life. 
Born in 1971 at Dakota 
Hospital, his roots 
undeniably run deep in the 
community.
Packard has been 
immersed in creativity for 
his entire life. 
At the University of South 
Dakota, his mother Phyllis 

taught fiber art, while 
his father, Dan, taught 
sculpture and drawing.
“I got into photography 
at a young age – around 
twelve. I did processing 
and printing as a hobby 
with John Banasiak,” 
Packard says.
He was able to work 
alongside the talents of 
Banasiak, Professor of Art 
at the University of South 
Dakota. During Banasiak’s 
thirty-five years at USD, he 
has seen many promising 
artists come and go. 
“Aaron was always going 
to be involved in the arts 
because of upbringing. 
His work is well-thought 

out and beautiful on an 
aesthetic level,” Banasiak 
fondly recalls.
Jeff Freeman has been a 
Professor of Art at USD 
for thirty-one years, and is 
also very familiar with the 
Packard family.  
“His Dad always said that 
everyone should be made 
to take time off before 
college and have life 
experiences – and that’s 
what Aaron did.” 
“In 1989, I joined the Navy 
out of rebellion,” Packard 
jokes. His particular 
brand of defiance was 
unconventional, but had 
unexpectedly led him back 
to photography.
“While I was in the Navy, 
I met a photojournalist for 
the New York Times who 

was doing a piece 
on a windjammer 
cruise ship. I 
thought that was 
something I could 
do,” says Packard.
He bounced 
around a 
bit before 
settling back in 
Vermillion. 
“I spent ten years 
in San Francisco 
working under 
a photographer, 
but I went out on 
my own in 2003 
and started doing 
commercial work 
for CDW Corporation 
and other web companies. 
I decided it was time to 
move back here.” 
Packard did portraits for 

some time, but was not 
particularly fond of it 
and began to build up his 
work slowly. He considers 
himself a professional 
corporate industrial 
lifestyle photography. 
 “I do mainly corporate 
type of photography and 

advertising, but lately 
I’ve been working with 
traditional processes.”
His biggest commercial 
client is Black Hills 
Ammunition, located in 

See the Talents of Aaron Packard
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Regan Bye of the Vermillion Tanager wrestling team, captured the 160 pound individual title last weekend at the Class A 
state finals in Sioux Falls.
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Local business owner and photogoraphy Aaron Packard has brought his talents to Vermillion 
and he wouldn’t hav eit any other way.

SONIA HERNADEZ / FOR THE PLAIN TALK


