T4A Vermillion Plain Talk
Bach'’s Birthday Performances at National Music Museum

By Christine Feltes
For the Plain Talk

Johann Sebastian Bach’s mu-
sic filled the halls of the National
Music Museum last Saturday as
performers and an appreciative
audience gathered to celebrate
the composer’s 330th birthday.

This musical happening in
Vermillion is part of an interna-
tional effort called Bach in the
Subways, which aims to increase
appreciation of classical music in
today’s world.

Patricia Bornhofen, manager
of communications for the muse-
um as well as the event’s coordi-
nator in Vermillion, emphasized
the importance of introducing
Bach to larger audience.

“Bach in the Subways is sup-
posed to be random, with people
erupting into Bach, to celebrate

more than to celebrate Bach, to
encourage people to pay atten-
tion to classical music”

The musical offerings began
with Darin Wadley, a professor
of music at the university, and his
son performing a few of Bach’s
works on a vibraphone and a
tuba.

“We’ve never done this be-
fore,” Wadley said. “These instru-
ments didn’t exist in Bach’s time”

They were joined by Holly
Haddad on the clarinet to play
a short chorale piece by Bach.
Bornhofen reiterated that one
of the ideas behind the event is
to allow people to hear classical
music played on many different
instruments.

“Stereotypically, it’s strings
and keyboards, but actually there
are arrangements for everything,”
she said, noting the assumption

performed on some instruments.
One of the goals of the move-
ment is, according to Bornhofen,
“to show people that classical
music can be played on a variety
of different instruments”

Of course, more traditional
instruments than the vibraphone
had their moments at the event.
Lorrie Thomas and the Univer-
sity of South Dakota bassoon
group played several pieces that
Bach specifically wrote for bas-
soon.

Then Arian Sheets, curator
of stringed instruments, played
several of Bach’s works on an
18th century viola which had re-
ceived some modifications in the
19th century. The instrument was
very similar to instruments that
would have been played while the
composer was alive.

“That’s part of the spirit of

Bach’s birthday;” she said. “And that classical music can only be this, people play what they play,
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and that shows how Bach can be
re-contextualized,” Bornhofen
stated.

In the afternoon, three pia-
nists exploring the museum gave
an impromptu performance of
several Bach pieces on a Clari-
nova piano with permission of
the museum staff.

The day’s performances
concluded in the afternoon with
a rendition of Bach’s Prelude in
C on an electric piano by Rhye
Leonard.

Bach in the Subways was
founded in 2011 by a New York
cellist, Dale Henderson, who saw
a need to introduce Bach’s music
into ordinary situations. As the
name implies, Henderson began
by performing Bach’s works in
the subways of New York. The
movement has since expanded
across the globe, with perfor-
mances this year in 129 different

cities as diverse as New York,
Tokyo, Chihuahua, and Vermil-
lion, according to its website:
bachinthesubways.com.

“Every year they do it, it
grows. There are major concerts
being done in some place, as well
as people playing in subways,
people on street corners, people
doing marathons,” Bornhofen
told the audience.

It is due in large part to the
National Music Museum that the
event could take place in Vermil-
lion. And, it looked like the event
held last Saturday at the museum
was helping, as stated on bachin-
thesubways.com, “to sow the
seeds for tuture generations of
classical music lovers by generat-
ing public interest and excite-
ment for the art form?”
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“I want to win the
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State Spelling Bee winner Owen Dudley (center) poses with the
second and third runner-ups Hari Kadarkaraisamy and Helen
Zhang. Dudley and Kadarakaraisamy both hail from Vermillion
and Dudley will go on to represent South Dakota in the National
Spelling Bee in Washington D.C. on May 24-29.
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flamenco, perfidy, epiph-
any, poinsettia, metaphor,
pneumatic, eureka, polter-
geist, kuruma, lederhosen,
coffle, zephyr, symbiosis,
ersatz, waterzooi, bolshe-
vik, fraulein, facetious and
mediate.
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