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Vermillion Lions Club recognized

The Vermillion Lions r
Club was very recently
featured in the May issue of
LION, the organization’s
international magazine. The
article called “Pancakes for
Preservation” explained the
Club’s Traveler/Biker
Breakfast held each August
during the motorcycle rally
in Sturgis. The event is held
at the I-29 rest area just 8
miles east of Vermillion, in
hopes of attracting traffic off
the interstate during the
rally.

The story continued by
stating how this annual event
supports the W. H. Over
Museum, the oldest museum
in the state. While the
Vermillion Lions Club serves

a pancake breakfast for three
days during the event, their
year round volunteering
helps support the needs of
their local community on a
continuing basis for over 60
years.

To find out more about

azine.

the Vermillion Lions Club,
you can click on
www.orgsites.com/sd/md5se

The efforts of the Vermillion Lions Club to provide a meal of pancakes
at the interstate rest area east of Vermillion for travelers during the
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally was featured in the May issue of LION mag-

or write to Vermillion Lions
Club, P.O. Box 230,
Vermillion, SD 57069.

USD Foundation announces new scholarship

The University of South Dakota Foundation
announces the creation of The Harry and Kitty
Koenig Scholarship Endowment. To honor their
parents, Dr. Joyce Koenig *78 B.A.,’83 M.D., and
Dr. Carolyn Koenig ’80 B.S., created this
scholarship to benefit Vermillion High School
graduates attending The University of South
Dakota.

Dr. Harry and Kitty Koenig were long-time
Vermillion residents of Vermillion with strong
connections to the university and community.
Dr. Koenig taught French, German and Spanish
and served as Head of the department of modern
foreign languages and a Fulbright advisor. He
retired as a Professor Emeritus in 1982. Kitty

gave private Spanish lessons and taught part-time.

Both were avid readers and life-ling learners.

“Education was very important to our parents.
In memoriam, we established the Harry and Kitty
Koenig Scholarship Endowment to be awarded to
a graduate of Vermillion High School who will be
attending the University of South Dakota. In that
way, they will also be giving back to two groups
that were very important to them,” said Carolyn.

Vermillion High School 2011 graduates are
eligible for this newly created scholarship, which
offers $1,200 per year for four years and is given
based on financial need and academic merit.
Interested students should email
scholarships@usd.edu. More information is
available by contacting Joni Friedel, Director of
Scholarship Administration at USD at 677-6297
or Cyndie Madsen at VHS Guidance office at
677-7033. Deadline is May 18.

By Executive Proclamation, South Dakota Gov.
Dennis Daugaard has proclaimed Friday, May 13,
as “Dr. André P. Larson Day” in the state of South

Dakota.

Larson, the founding director of the National
Music Museum at The University of South
Dakota in Vermillion, retired in February after 38
years of distinguished service. He will be
recognized on Friday by the museum’s Board of
Trustees and members of The University of South
Dakota Foundation at a dinner to be held in his

honor.

According to the governor’s proclamation,
Larson “has dedicated himself and his life to
music, history, and the collection and study of
rare musical instruments. With connoisseurship
and indefatigable perseverance, he oversaw the
development of the collections of the National
Music Museum, which now include many of the
earliest, best preserved, and historically most
important instruments known to survive, and are

the most inclusive in the world.”

Larson’s

city of Vermillion.

lifetime achievements have been
recognized by induction into the South Dakota
Hall of Fame and by the highest honor his peers
can bestow, the Curt Sachs Award of the
American Musical Instrument Society”

Mayor John E. (Jack) Powell has similarly
declared May 13 as André P. Larson Day” in the
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Poppy Day is May 26 in Vermillion

American Legion Auxiliary
volunteers will distribute the
familiar red, handcrafted poppies
honoring America's war dead on
May 26 designated as Poppy Day
by Wallace American Legion
Augxiliary Unit in Vermillion.

The annual event pays tribute
to those veterans who have died
in past wars. It also honors the
millions of Americans who have
willingly served their country.

All proceeds of the distribution
are used for the benefit of veterans
and their families. The memorial
poppy is never sold, but given in
exchange for a contribution.

The paper poppies are each
handmade by veterans who

benefit from the proceeds which
augment fixed benefits and help
with daily living expenses,
contributing to a greater feeling of
self-sufficiency. The physical and
mental activity provides many
therapeutic benefits for the
veteran.

The image of the poppy as a
memorial flower to the war dead
can be traced to a single
individual, Ms. Moina Michael,
who in November 1918, bought a
bouquet of poppies and handed
them to businessmen where she
worked. She asked them to wear
the poppy as a tribute to the
fallen.

Today, more than 5 million

poppies are made each year by
disabled veterans, generating
nearly $2 million in contributions.

The American Legion
Auxiliary was founded in 1919,
and is the world's largest patriotic
women's service organization.
With a membership of over
850,000 local American Legion
Auxiliary units have a strong
presence in more than 9,500
communities nationwide. The
American Legion Auxiliary
mission to serve veterans, their
families and their communities is
carried out through its hundreds
of outreach programs delivered by
its members, volunteers, and
National Headquarters.

By Cleo Erickson
From the files of the Plain Talk
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every person in the room if his
revolver was not returned to him.
Once more there was united action
and Hogan was ejected from the

SESQUICENTENNIAL HIGHLIGHTS

of the story was true. Further
search found the grave, and the kid
that Hogan had slammed against a
log. The story spread rapidly.

THE STORY OF “VERMILLION  place. Murder had been done. The
CLAIMS ANOTHER DAKOTA community had a killer on its
FIRST — FIRST LYNCHING” CITIZENS TAKE CHARGE hands. What to do?

Now irate citizens took him in
hand. He was led to a tree around
the corner and tied there despite
the cold temperature. Hogan
mouthed his curses and threats
with a terrible show of anger. A

Dakota Territory’s first lynching
ended the villainous career of a
renegade named James Hogan. On
the night of February 26, 1866, bad
man Hogan was strung up right

The logical procedure was to
notify the United States Marshall at
Yankton to come and take him.
Meanwhile, there was lynching talk,
and in cabins apprehension for all
children, and in the soldier camp,

here in Vermillion.

According to World Almanac
records there were 27 white men
hanged in South Dakota between
1883 and 1949. This does not apply
to the road-agent and rustler
eliminations held in the West River
and Black Hills previous to that
time. Nor does it include the
mysterious demise of Hogan.

NO LAW HERE

In 1866 the Civil War was over
and the Red Cloud war on the
Bozeman Trail in western Dakota
Territory was on. The frontier
became a haven for freebooters
who recognized no law but their
own. Occasionally these obnoxious
characters dominated a settlement
like Vermillion where there was no
local law, jail or constable. A
company of lowa infantry was
quartered in the town for defense
against possible Indian uprisings.
Otherwise the town was wide open.

Brawlings and shooting had
been publicly resented in
Vermillion, and there was a
growing sentiment to put a stop to
them. When a scoundrel named
Hagan put a pistol shot through the
leg of Herman Oleson, the
community became riled to the
extent of taking law and order by
force. Hagan took the hint and
cleared out.

Then on a February day along
came a hard drinking, quick
fighting hombre named James
Hogan. The whiskey primed gent
picked a fight with a young farmer
in the federal land office operated
by Captain Miner. The boys ganged
up and tossed Hogan out into the
street. Then Hogan stormed into
the McHenry trading post, and,
spouted vindictive profanity, started
to snap his gun at people in the
store. The cartridges failed to
explode. (Not an uncommon failure
in the old black powder days.) It
created consternation. The people
fled out the door of the store and
took cover.

With louder curses and a guffaw
of contempt Hogan swaggered up
the street snapping the loaded
pistol at everyone in sight. It was a
hazardous pastime. The dud
cartridges might explode the next
time the firing pin made contact. A
courageous onlooker, Patrick Hand,
grappled with the drunk and
twisted the gun out of his hand.

The weapon was locked in the
land office safe by Captain Miner.
Hogan heard where it was kept and
somewhat later rushed into the
office in a fury, threatening to kill

dozen soldiers were sent to watch
him while the community decided
what to do with Hogan. Many timid
citizens approached to see the
bearded ruffian. They hurried away
thrilled by the sight of him.

General Todd, one of the
territory’s distinguished promoters
was in Vermillion. He, too, came to
see the trouble maker. Todd asked
him many questions and Hogan,
recognizing him as a personality of
influence, poured out a story that
should have won him sympathy.

Hogan stated that he came back
from a hunt and found his cabin
burned down. Scouting around he
found a child belonging to another
homesteader named Brugess and by
using threats he got the boy to
reveal that he thought his father
might have set the fire.

Hogan said, “I smashed the kids’
brains out on a log and came to
town. 'm gettin’ me a few more
drinks then I'm going down river
and kill all the Burgess outfit and
burn their house on top of them””

It was a vicious program. Most
listeners spread the story that few
believed. But when searchers went
to the location he mentioned and
found a heap of ashes instead of a
cabin they realized that at least part
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Full service catering from 10 to 1000!

Agronomy Operations
Newcastle NE

We have seasonal positions open (now to August).
Primary duties include delivering fertilizer in single or
double axel trucks (5 or 10 speed) and aiding in the day-
to-day operations. We offer competitive pay and flexible
hours. Must be 18 and have or able to obtain a seasonal
CDL permit, or Class B CDL with tank endorsement. A
pre-employment drug test is required.
For more information or to apply
for these positions contact:
Erik Haglund, Newcastle NE, 402-355-2275

argument. The guard detail had
been withdrawn. There was a
question whether the army was
being unduly imposed upon by the
guarding of a civil prisoner. At any
rate, Hogan was left alone with his
tree of darkness settled down over
Vermillion.

HOGAN ESCAPES

Fear that he might commit more
murders was brought on by the
report, about supper time, that
Hogan was no longer lashed to the
tree. Someone had helped him
escape. Weapons were kept hand
and children herded indoors. The
reign of terror lasted until about 8
oclock that night when a dweller
from down river arrived with a
startling report that he had seen a
body swinging from a rope down
near the mouth of the Vermillion.
He was too scared to investigate it
in the dark.

The impression that most feared
was that Hogan had started his
vengeance crusade and that this
might be Burgess, the first victim.
While some hugged home hearths
to repel attack should he try to
enter their homes, a few others
banded together to find and
identify the body. To their

amazement the puffed, blackened
features revealed by the lantern
glow where those of Hogan.

The women of the shocked
community gathered next day and
sewed a shroud for his burial.
Donations were gathered up to buy
a casket. Even a preacher was
present to do justice to the poor,
misguided sinner. But who did the
deed? Who hanged James Hogan?

In due time Judge J. P. Kidder,
one of the judicial lights of the

territory, in his official capacity,
instructed a grand jury to do
everything possible to disclose and
prosecute the person charged with
the murder of Hogan.
REMARKABLE SUICIDE

Efforts were made to carry out
the court’s orders, but there was no
information available. It appeared
that Hogan, being a truly
remarkable man, had by his own
effort, transferred himself from
town to the biggest tree, tied his
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The following babies were born at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital in April 2011:

Alexander
Audrey
Bennett
Brielle
Brooklynn
Brysn
Charlie
Connor

Davionnah
Drake
Elijah
Ethan
Gemma
Grant
Hannah
Isbelle

Jesus
Jonah
Jordyn
Kaden
Karter
Kennedy
Leighanne
Lenord

vera

Sacred Heart Hospital

www.AveraSacredHeart.com

own hands and feet, and as a
redeeming act of mortification,
hanged himself.

The other argument was that
Hogan would have been tried for
murder anyway, so why worry?
The way it turned out saved the
territory some money in court
costs.

Thus ended the career of James
Hogan. And we still don’t know
“whodunnit”

Logan
Lucian
Max
Natilia
Olivia
Timothy
WWELGHY
Zintkana

Ewery baby born at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital goes home with a complimentary child passenger safety seat.



