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For more than 10 years,
Arian Sheets has been doing
a job she loves.

As curator of stringed
instruments at the National
Music Museum, her primary
responsibility is to research
and catalogue the various
pieces in the collection.

“I also assist outside
researchers, and do my own
research so that I understand
the collection well, suggest
potential acquisitions, recruit
potential donors to the
museum both for
instruments and funding
that can help us sustain our
mission,” she said.

Much of Sheets’ research
pertains to the instrument
industry, particular
instruments or makers of
instruments.

“For example, for the
Peabody (banjo) collection
that we just got, I’ve been
taking some of the electric
instruments apart to try to
find inscriptions and
possible date codes on the
inside, looking at the

electronics, things like that,”
she said. “And I have
succeeded in finding
significantly more
information.

“You may find serial
numbers, which sometimes
can be traced back, actual
dates, names or other
markings from construction.
Also details about how the
instrument was made and
what materials were used,”
she said. “So, we often have
small lamps that are
otherwise used for car repair
… and we’re sticking those
inside instruments along
with mirrors to try to see
what’s in them.”

It’s a continuation of an
interest that began two
decades ago when Sheets
began playing the violin at
school.

“I said, ‘I spend all this
time with this violin stuck
under my chin, and I don’t
really know a lot about how
it originated, and I don’t like
that. I want to know more, I
want to change that.’ So, I got
really, really serious about
the study of historical
instruments, and I did my
first internship 17 years ago
now. I’ve been involved in
the field for quite a while,”
she said.

Sheets said she is unsure

as to the number of stringed
instruments the museum
has, but it’s at least several
thousand.

“Acquisitions are basically
governed by the following
principles,” she said. “Do
they add something new to
the collection, in terms of the
information? Is it something
that we don’t have? Is it
historically interesting or
important? Is it in
sufficiently good condition
that we can get good
information from it or
exhibit it?”

Most of the instruments
the museum acquires now
are donated, Sheets said.

“Very rarely do we ever
purchase an instrument,” she
said. “Very rarely we will, but
we have to find a donor to
provide the funding in order
to do that.”

Out of the many
holdings, Sheets said she has
favorites for different
reasons.

“If you’re going to talk
about the sound of an
instrument, my absolute
favorite is the 18th century
double harpsichord by

Germain that’s in our
galleries,” she said. “It’s just
the most exquisite-sounding
instrument in the museum.
It sounds like sunshine
coming down on you on a
beautiful spring day. It’s just a
magical sound.”

Sheets said she is unsure
as to why she finds

researching instruments
fascinating, but she knows
she’s not alone.

“I really enjoy seeing the
happiness, the smiles on
people’s faces when they go
through the gallery or learn
something new about
music,” she said. “There’s
definitely a draw there.”

Instrument research
strikes chord with Sheets
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 Elk Point, SD

 Also see us at
 Siouxlandhomes.com

 2007 split home. 4 bedrooms, 
 1 bath. Stainless Steel 
 Appliances stay. New floor in 
 kitchen, new faucets. Lower 
 walk out level future family 
 room, future 2nd full bath, all 
 set to go. Easy access to I29, 
 school and down town.

 203 Lexington St. – $151,500  10% OFF
 COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES/
 RESIDENTAL LOTS IN ELK 

 POINT 

 Great Business Opportunity: live on 
 one side, rent the other. 2 units each: 
 2 bedroom, 1 bath 2 stall. Each unit 
 with stainless steel stove, refrig, 
 dishwasher. Washer/dryer included. 
 Professionally landscaped.

 2008 Side by Side Duplex – $209,000
      301 & 303 S. Pearl St.

 2007 Country Club Drive – $164,900
 Top to walk out lower level 
 finish! 1909 sf: 3 bed, 3 bath, 
 April 2012 new carpet, 
 fireplace, fenced yard w/garden 
 shed. Kitchen appliances stay, 
 heated garage w/GDO.  Shingles 
 2010. Close to school bus stop.

 402 E. Rose Street – $79,950
 2-bedroom, 1-bath, many 
 updates in kitchen and bath. 
 Oversized attached garage w/
 work bench. Kitchen appliances 
 and stacked washer and dryer 
 included.

 www.dunhamcompany.com

 Nice home has been well cared 
 for and has many recent 
 updates. Call for your showing 
 today!! 24 hour notice 
 preferred. This home qualifies 
 for a rural development loan, 
 with no downpayment!

 706 E. Clay Street – $129,900

FOR THE RECORD

Cases Disposed 05/04-
10/2012

Felicia Marie Kimball,
205 Stanford St.,
Vermillion; Domestic
violence simple assault,
dismissed

Jonalyn Chavez, 833 E.
Duke #121, Vermillion;
Petty theft 2nd degree-
$400 or less, dismissed

Douglas Roy
Kleinschmit, 2024 W.
Orwin Pl., Sioux Falls;
County speeding, $25.00
plus costs

Justin Lowell Johnson,
43545 304th St., Utica;
County speeding, $25.00
plus costs

Lucas Iverson, 1119
Hawthorn Street,
Vermillion; Seat belt
violation, $25.00

Chaltu Belayneh Ayano,
813 S. Highland Ave.,
Sioux Falls; Speed on four-
lane in rural areas, $99.00
plus costs

Baylee Bree Smith, 211
E. Washington St., Marion;
Open container, $54.00
plus costs

Melissa M. Lilly, 1017
Summit St., Yankton; Seat
belt violation, $25.00

Thomas Weidemann,
928 Eastgate Driver,
Vermillion; Speeding on
state highway, $79.00 plus
costs

Glenn B. Eggebraaten,
26051 463rd Ave.,
Hartford; Speeding on
state highway, $59.00 plus
costs

Jamie Lineberry, 45511
River Rd., Meckling;
Speeding other roadways,
$19.00 plus costs

Cole Ruhaak, 1619 E.
Main St., Vermillion; No
drivers license, $54.00 plus
costs

Zachary William
Anderson, 702 E. Cherry
Street #233, Vermillion;
Petty theft 2nd degree-

$400 or less, dismissed
Kelly Beth Mehlhaf, 8

Turner Ct., Wakonda;
Speeding on state highway,
$19.00 plus costs

Jennifer Lynn
Braunstein, 302 Lewis St.,
Vermillion; Municipal
speeding in school zone,
$19.00 plus costs

Steve Poznicek, 46818
316th Ave., Burbank; Seat
belt violation, $25.00

William Henning, 1202
E. 8th St., Yankton; No
drivers license, $54.00 plus
costs

Mary Elizabeth Galvin,
403 East Main Apt. 8,
Vermillion; Renewal
registration during
assigned month, $54.00

plus costs
Joshua Vincentt

Dougherty, 5211 W. 54th
St. North, Aberdeen; Seat
belt violation, $25.00

William D. O’Brien,
10239 N. McClain Rd.,
Hayward, WI; Entering
property-after notice,
$54.00 plus costs

Judge Cheryle Gering
presiding

John Osborn, 1509
Douglas Avenue, Yankton;
Grand theft-over $200,
court costs, ninety days
jail, sixty-eight suspended,
twenty-two credited;
Burglary-1st degree,
dismissed; Imposition of
sentence is suspended

based on the conditions of
the court

Leta Marie Kellen, 5200
W. St. James Drive,
Yankton; Driving under
influence-3rd offense,
recharged; Driving with
suspended (not revoked)
license, dismissed; Driving
under influence-3rd
offence, $500.00 plus costs;
Ninety days jail, eighty
suspended, one credited;
Imposition of sentence is
suspended based on the
conditions of the court

 325 S. University, 
 Vermillion, SD

 This spacious home has 
 a prime location being 
 close to the elementary 
 school, University 
 campus, City pool, parks 
 and bike path.  A 

 wonderful place for children to grow up! Bedrooms: 3 (master bedroom w/
 walk-in shower and deck/Jacuzzi entrance); Baths: 2 full; main level laundry; 
 Floors: 1.5; front covered open porch; Square footage: 1947; Lot size: 1.5. 
 Amenities:  Handicap accessible; beautiful gas fireplace w/remote; central 
 heating (95% efficient); central air (13 Ser); energy efficient on demand water 
 heater; carpeted, wood & tile floors; ceiling fans in most rooms; Rainbird 
 sprinkler system; utility shed; attached garage (ac/& heated; floor drain; 
 automatic door opener & running water). Upgrades: remodeled living room & 
 dining room; kitchen floor; refinished wood floors; new wiring throughout. Fully 
 furnished optional: Less than 2 year old appliances and furnishings; Jacuzzi.

 Asking pr ice: $150,000 OBO /Furnished $160,000 OBO
 For inquiries contact Tim Hannahs at (605) 670-2030

 HOME FOR SALE

 •  WANTED  •
 Old Vehicles • Farm Machinery • Scrap Iron

 PAYING TOP DOLLAR

 Call    402 - 841- 1 060    For Price


