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Clarity needed in duck stamp contest

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

In case you hadn’t
heard, 6-year-old
Madison Grimm of
Burbank recently won the
2013 Federal Junior Duck
Stamp Contest.

Then, she had the first
place award taken away
when questions arose
about whether she
properly followed contest
rules.

A firestorm (at least in
some media circles)
ensued. Eventually,
Madison was once again
declared the contest
winner.

After national
attention began to focus
on Madison in mid-April
and spilled over into early
May, this issue now seems
to be settled.

Some disturbing
things surfaced as this all
played out. And the
source of the controversy
— the question of whether
the rules were correctly

followed — still hasn’t
been properly addressed.
Madison, the daughter
of Adam and Janet
Grimm of rural Burbank,
learned April 19 that she
won the annual duck
stamp contest, then was
told April 26 that she had
been disqualified amid
uestions of how she had
one her painting.
On May 2, that
decision was reversed.
The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service issued a
statement that day saying
Madison had been
reinstated as the winner
after further analysis of
the contest rules.
“Following the contest,
concerns were raised
about the authenticity of
the work,” the statement
said. “The service
disqualified the artwork
last week. Since that time,
the service has continued
to evaluate its decision
and has decided to
reinstats: the original
winner.

The Fish and Wildlife
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Service said in its
statement that its
decision to reinstate
Madison as the winner
“was made in recognition
of the fact that her work
was judged the winner
during a fair and open
public contest.

“The service respects
the decision of the
contest judges and
apologizes for any
distress this process may
have caused the top-
Flacing artists and their

amilies, teachers and
friends,” the agency said.

It would appear that
the people that run the
Junior Duck Stamp
Contest might have
concluded that the easiest
way to solve this mess
was to give the award
back to Madison.

Madison used an
unpublished photo of a
duck that her father
supﬁlied as a reference
for her painting. She also
used a technique called a
graphite transfer, in
which an artist applies a

pencil lead to a print of
the photo to create an
outline for a painting.
Both are lega{), and both
are accepted and
common among artists,
said Robert Lesino, who
was chief of the Federal
Duck Stamp Program
from 1993 until 2001 and
defended Madison.

We must question,
however, whether Lesino’s
conclusions can be easily
accepted with the rules
written the way they are
currently.

Those rules state, in
part, “Design entries
must be the contestant’s
original, hand-illustrated
creation and may not be
traced or copied from
published p otograghs or
other artists’ works.

Adding to the
controversy is last year’s
junior duck stamp
winner, Christine
Clayton, now 18, of
Sidney, OH. She told the
Argus Leader last month,
shortly after Madison’s

rules of the contest so
that they are easier to
understand by all
participants, and contain
some ironclad statements
that truly define what can
and cannot be done, and
what practices would
disqualify an artist.

More clarity to the
rules is indeed needed,
and we hope as Madison
grows as an artist, we’ll be
publishing more stories
about her winning more
contests — without
controversy.

award was taken back,
that she also used the
graphite transfer method,
again with an
unpublished photo by
Adam Grimm, to assist
her in creating her
winning entry.

Laurie Shaffer, current
chief of the federal duck
stamp program, had
defended the decision to
disqualify in a letter,
dated April 29, that she
sent to Madison’s parents.
She added that “the
clarity of language in the
rules is in question and
we will be working to
refine them so there is
less ambiguity.”

This is one of those
situations where relying
on one’s hunches — you
know, if it “quacks like a
duck, it must be a duck”
isn’t sufficient.

We hope the contest
awards will go at least
one step, and perhaps
several steps further, and
consider revising the
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Includes Sharpen Blades, Clean Air Filter, Check Belts, Lube, Change
Engine Oil, New Spark Plug. All Parts Extra. Pickup & Delivery Available.

Fred Haar Company:
Freeman (605) 925-4241 - Wagner (605) 384-4580 - Yankton (605) 665-3762
Davison County Implement: mitchell (605) 996-6633
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Antiques, Vintage, Recycled,
Handmade, Furniture, Home Decor,
Trash to Treasure,

Shabby Chic and More.
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103 W Hwy 18 ¢ Davis, SD
129 to Davis/Hurley Exit & West 10 miles
\605-759-3883 » www.marketon18.com

< like us on

ONLINE AUCTIONS
Experience the P@\WER of Biglron.com
ONLINE ONLY UNRESERVED AUCTION
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Wednesday, May 22, 2013
First Lots Scheduled to Close at 10:00 AM Central Time
NO BUYERS PREMIUM FEE & NO RESERVES!!
283 Lots Selling
13 Combines, 16 Headers, 16 Tractors, 4 Forage Harvesters,
5 Sprayers, 7 Balers, Crane, Motorgrader, 4 Skid Steers, Tele-
handler, Wheel Loader, Trees, 5 Dump Trucks, 7 Semi Trucks, 9
Straight Trucks, 11 Pickups, Trailers, Tillage & Planting Equip-
ment, Livestock Equipment, and much more!
The next Biglron.com auction is on May 29!!
Big Iron is seeking motivated independent sales representatives and
district managers, send your resume to employment@bigiron.com
Biglron.com is a division of Stock Auction Company, 1-800-937-3558

LAND AUCTION

149.771 Acres * Dakota County, Nebraska

in the Jackson Legion Hall

103 Elk Street in Jackson, Nebraska
¢ Productive farm that has been well maintained

* Over 95% tillable
* Great access to highway and grain markets
* Buyer receives 2013 crop, reimbursing seller 2013 crop
expenses at closing
For Property Details, Contact:

Farmers Jeff Moon, Agent

=.2=National Fremont, Nebraska
= 402) 620-4513 or (402) 880-0578
///MCompanyw (402) or (402)

JMoon@FarmersNational.com
FNC Auctioneer/Broker: Eric Mueller
For additional information, visit our website at:

www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales ¢ Auctions « Farm and Ranch Management
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Appraisal * Insurance * Consultation ¢ Oil and Gas Management
Lake Management ¢ National Hunting Leases



