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celebrated at USD Friday
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Al Neuharth is
remembered around the
world as a legend in the
field of journalism for his
founding of the USA
Today among other
achievements.

Those who gathered to
celebrate his life on Friday
morning were reminded of
something Neuharth
always remembered
throughout his life and
career — his roots in South
Dakota.

Colleagues, friends and
acquaintances gathered at
Aalfs Auditorium on the
University of South
Dakota campus to pay
tribute to the Eureka
native, who died April 19
at his home in Florida.

“I'did OK as a
newspaper guy in Miami,
and then nationwide after
that, but I never lost my
love for the sacred soil of
South Dakota,” Neuharth
himself said via a pre-
recorded video message.

Those who knew and
worked with him confirm
this.

Jack Marsh, president
of the Al Neuharth Media
Center, described
Neuharth has being
“South Dakota through
and through”

“His first directive to
me as a new employee was
to create reasons for him
and his young family to
leave Florida and visit
South Dakota for what he
called ‘reality checks,”
Marsh said.

Neuharth often
returned to the state a
half-dozen times each
year, often bringing along
family members.

“In South Dakota, we
were familiar with a
relaxed and unpretentious
Al Neuharth,” Marsh said.
“He always insisted on

taking the wheel, pumping
his own gas and setting his
own pace. When he wasn’t
in a hurry, he got off the
Interstate and took the
back roads. As he surveyed
the vast, open landscapes
and the spectacular prairie
sky, he regaled the
children and other
passengers with stories
about growing up in the
’30s, ’40s and early ’50s. ...

““It’s like a breath of
fresh air here, Al once told
a television audience.
‘South Dakotans are the
real thing. They can tell
when the emperor has no
clothes on. South
Dakotans behave with
each other, know each
other and care for each
other.”

Sen. John Thune
agreed, adding, “Al was
from a different
generation than I was, but
I think he never forgot
where he was from ... and
that matters. And, it
always came across.

“With Al, what you saw
was what you got,” Thune
said. “He was authentic to
the core. There was
nothing phony about him,
and I always appreciated
that.”

USD president James
Abbott said Neuharth’s
visits to USD — often over
Dakota Days — served as “a
subtle and constant
reminder to our students
that they, too, could dream
dreams and make them
come true.”

Born in Eureka in 1924,
Neuharth’s family moved
to Alpena after the death
of his father in 1926.

Like many of his
generation, Neuharth
served during World War
11, enlisting in the Army
and serving both in
Europe and the Pacific.

“I always believed that a
lot of his determination,
his grit, was shaped by
(the war),” said former
NBC new anchor and USD
alum Tom Brokaw said in
a video statement.

Neuharth was among
the many interviewees for
Brokaw’s book, “The
Greatest Generation.”

During the interview,
Neuharth was
“uncharacteristically
modest,” Brokaw said.

“Trying to put it all in
context, he said, ‘Sure I
won the Bronze Star, but
so did a lot of other
people. I just don’t like to
talk about those days.”

Upon his return home,
Neuharth attended USD
on the GI Bill to study
journalism. After a
disastrous attempt at
broadcasting a Coyote
football game over the
radio, he switched his
emphasis to print.

He never looked back,
joining the Associated
Press in Sioux Falls, and
co-founding the weekly
paper SoDak Sports in
1952. That publication
folded less than two years
later, and in Neuharth’s

words he “ran away from
home” to Florida to work
for the Miami Herald.

Neuharth later worked
for Gannett and went on
to found Florida Today in
1966, and the USA Today
in 1982, followed by the
Freedom Forum and the
Newseum in 1991 and
1997, respectively.

With a gift from the
Freedom Forum, the Al
Neuharth Media Center
was officially opened on
the USD campus in 2003.
An endowment from the
Freedom Forum also
assured the independence
of The Volante, the
campus newspaper.

“Financial support and
media attention paled in
comparison to Al’'s most
important gift to USD —
his constant interaction
with our students,” Abbott
said. “Year after year he
patiently answered
questions, often the same
ones as the year before. ...

“He enjoyed our
students, and they in turn
loved him.”

Neuharth also was
instrumental in the
founding of the Native
American Journalists
Association, the Crazy
Horse Journalism
Workshop and the Native
American Journalism
Institute.

“I know that there are
so many of us who don’t
know where they would be
today had it not been for
Al and the innovative
programs he established,”
said Mary Hudetz, vice
president of the Native
American Journalists
Association.

His work with Native
American journalists was
another reflection of
Neuharth’s devotion to his
roots, Hudetz said.

“In our industry, in our
country, so often the first
Americans are forgotten.
But not with Al,” she said,

May 21, 2013 www.broadcasteronline.com

People who gathered Friday morning in Aalfs Auditorium on
the USD campus to celebrate the life of newspaper legend
and 1950 USD alumnus Al Neuharth were greeted, at the
program’s opening, by a video message from Neuharth him-
self. He posthumously addressed audience members with a
video segment taped before his death. Neuharth, the
founder of SoDak Sports, USA TODAY, Freedom Forum and
the Newseum, and died at his Cocoa Beach, FL, home on
April 19. He was 89.
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adding that Neuharth was
both a mentor and a
friend to many.

“(Because of his
support) our members
and members to come
have never been denied
the support to tell the
stories of their own
people,” Hudetz said.
“When the founder of the
USA Today tells you that
your voice and your
stories are important ...
there really isn’t anything
anyone can tell you after
that to make you think
otherwise.”

Many of Neuharth’s
children and
grandchildren also were
on-hand Friday to share
their memories.

“The Al Neuharth we
knew was no BS, whether
it was striking fear in the
heart of some
unsuspecting waiter in
whatever city we
happened to be in, or
asking a nurse for vodka
and aspirin minutes after
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Public Auction

Friday, May 24, 2013

Location: 110 W Ken Miller Circle Hartington, NE. 5:00 PM

Auctioneers Note: Jay and Ann have sold their house and are down-sizing. Items are
clean and have had good care. Visit our website for photos of items to be sold.

wwWW.MCHJAUCTIONEERS.COM

CASE Hi

WMok s WMackinery, Tne.

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Yankton, SD » 605-665-4540 = Toll Free: 1-800-526-8095
Wagner, SD = 605-384-3681 = Toll Free: 1-800-693-1990
E-mail: marksinc@willinet.net « Web site: www.marksinc.com

CASE il

-} NH America LLC. All v
merica LLC, CNH Capital

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
OAKWOOD APARTMENTS

+ AFFORDABLE RENT
ADJUSTMENT FOR YOUR INCOME
+LARGE 2 AND 3 BEDROOM RENTAL UNITS
- STOVE, REFRIGERATOR & AIR CONDITIONING
+ OFF-STREET PARKING AND PLUG-INS
+ UTILITIES INCLUDED
+ON-SITE COIN LAUNDRY
* PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT & SAND BOX

+3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS
CALL NIKKI OR DAVE

(605) 624-9557

e, Case H s 2 regi
demark of CNH America

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

GUBBELS SALVAGE
-

WANTED:
¢ Old Cars

® Farm Machinery

S
g

¢ Any Type of
Scrap Iron
¢ Grain Bin
Removal

Paying Top Dollar
Will Pick Up
1-402-640-6335

Coleridge, NE

BIG/IRON
ONLINE AUCTIONS
Experience the P@\WER of Biglron.com

ONLINE ONLY UNRESERVED AUCTION!
www.bigiron.com

Wednesday, May 29, 2013

First Lots Scheduled to Close at 10:00 AM Central Time
NO BUYERS PREMIUM FEE & NO RESERVES!!
476 lots selling on this auction!
17 Tractors, 3 Combines, 2 Wheel Loaders, 5 Sprayers, 5 Balers, 2 Drills,
4 Mower Conditioners/Windrowers, Grain Cart, 2 Skid Steers, 5 Buildings,
2 Wheel Loaders, Dozer, 2 Excavators, 4 Fork Lifts, 2 Lifts, 3 Trenchers,
4 Semi Trucks, 5 Straight Trucks, Boom and Dump Trucks, Pickups, Trail-
ers, Tillage & Planting Equipment, Livestock Equipment, and much more!
The next Biglron.com auction is on June 5!!
Big Iron is seeking motivated independent sales representatives and
district managers; send your resume to employment@higiron.com
Biglron.com is a division of Stock Auction Company, 1-800-937-3558

PICKUP & GOLF CART: 1980 F150 Ford Ranger, Lariat Package, 107,000 miles, 1997
EZGO Electric Golf Cart, w/ Battery (2 yr old) and Charger, SHOP, LAWN & GARDEN:
Snapper 22 Walk Behind Mower with Bag, Aprox 60 Board Ft. of Black Walnut Lumber,
Rough Sawn, Sets of Golf Clubs, Juniors & Ladies, Round Patio Table with 4 Chairs,
Wooded Lounger with 2 Side Chairs, Pro Chef Gas Grill, Hoses, Coolers, (2) Bicycles,
Numerous Lawn Ornaments, Umbrella Stand, Outdoor Shower, Black & Decker Hedge,
Trimmer, Homelite Gas Weed Eater, 6 Ft Aluminum Step Ladder, (3) Steel Shelving Units,
Black & Decker Work Mate Table, Tru Sand Belt/Disc Sander, 10" Craftsman Radial Arm
Saw with Stand, Skill Circular Saw, Craftsman Jig Saw, C Clamps, Socket Set, Caulk
Guns, Pruners, Telescoping Tree Pruner, Tree Saws, Soldering Kit, Portable Spade, Tape,
Measures, Numerous Hand & Garden Tools, Duck Decoys & Hip Waders, HOUSEHOLD:
Window Fans, Hoover Concept 2 Vacuum, Energy Star Humidifier, Air Mattress, 6 Ft
Banquette Table, Fabric, Doilies, Office Chair, Floor Lamps, Ceramic Cat, Ceramic Ducks,
Bedding, Towels, Pillows, Sanyo 19" TV with Wall Mounting, RCA Table Top TV, 20" RCATV
with Stand, RCA 32" TV with RCA Surround Sound, VCR & Receiver, Wireless Headphones,
GPX Under-the-Cabinet Radio CD Player, Magazine Rack - Stick Built, Folding Wall Shelf,
“Foot” Table, Art Work, Wicker Baskets, Sea Shells, Pressed Glass Punch Bowl, Miniature
Shoe collection, Knick Knacks, Wine, Water, Sherbet Glasses, Wine Rack, Tea Pots, 5 Pc
Stainless Steel Bowls, Dutch Oven, Pampered Chef Roaster, Pfaltzgraff Dining Set,
Service for 8, Plus Serving Pieces, Demitasse Cups & Saucers, Corelle ware Casserole
Dishes, Crock Pot, Electric Wok, Small Household Appliances, Under the Cabinet Coffee
Maker, 30 Cup Coffee Maker, Platters, Pie Plates, Ceramic Soup Tureen, Cigar Box,
Calendar Box, Picnic Basket, Dolls, Doll Bed, Kids Table & 2 Chairs, (2) Card Tables & 8
Chairs, FURNITURE: Beige Chair, Green Chair, Lazy Boy Leather Chair, Beige Love Seat,
Wicker Lounge Chair, High Back Chair & End Table, Wicker Elephant Table Floor Lamp,
Wicker Desk & Chair, Lighted Curio Cabinet, Grandfather Clock, Tempus Fugit - Hand
Crafted, (2) Queen Sized Beds w/ Box Spring & Mattresses, Dresser with Mirror,
Waterfall Dresser, Round Mirror, Book Case, Oak 5 Pc Wall Entertainment Center, with
Side Corner Shelving, Shelving & Hutch, Rectangular Oak Table with 1 Leaf and 4 Caster
Chairs, Glass Top Octagonal Kitchen Table with 4 Chairs, Round Table with 4 Chairs, HOT
TUB: Great Lakes 5 Person Hot Tub w/ 26 Jets & Cover - New in 2006

Jay and Ann Walz, Owners
402-360-1223

FOR PICTURES AND COMPLETE LISTING SEE OUR WEB SITE
WWW.MCHJAUCTIONEERS.COM

TERMS: CASH OR BANKABLE CHECK NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR THEFT.
AUCTION CONDUCTED BY CREAMER, HEIMES, JANSSEN,
AUCTIONEERS, LLC. (402) 254-9753




