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‘More than meets the eye’

Brock shares inspiring life story at foundation banquet

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

To say that Joan Brock
has faced and overcome
diversity is a bit of an
understatement.

In 1984, at the age of 32,
while employed as a
teacher at the Iowa School
for the Blind, she ironically
went blind herself.

Five years later, she lost
her husband, Joe Beringer
of Vermillion, to cancer,
leaving her on her own to
raise their daughter, Joy,
who was 8 years old at the
time.

“T am an ordinary
person to whom some
extraordinary things have
happened,” she told the
audience at the Dakota
Hospital Foundation
Community Leadership
Dinner, held in the
Muenster University
Center on the University of
South Dakota campus in
Vermillion.

She shared her life story
with the banquet crowd.
“My hope is that you will
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take your life story and
plug it into mine,” she said.

Brock grew up in
California, and at age 19,
moved to Vermillion to
attend USD. After
graduating, she was
employed at the South
Dakota Human Services
Center in Yankton.

“It was while working at
the hospital I would learn
how frail our minds can
be,” she said, “and how the
choices we make in our
lives can take us on a
journey we never would
have expected.”

While in Yankton, she
began dating Beringer of
Vermillion. He was
employed at the school for
blind children in Iowa. The
couple eventually married,
and it was while she was
employed as a teacher at
the Iowa school that she
became blind herself.

“Think how fortunate I
truly was,” Brock said. “All
of my friends were
specialists in the field of
teaching the visually
impaired — they would
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know what to do with me.
Joe had been teaching
there for seven years — he
knew what to do with me. I
had been there for five
years ... and every piece of
technology for the blind
was available for me.”

The University of South
Dakota graduate’s life story
has become familiar to
people around the world,
thanks to her book
entitled, “More Than
Meets the Eye,” and a
made-for-television movie
of the same name.

Upon learning that her
condition was irreversible,
Brock said she realized that
she simply couldn’t choose
to “crawl into a corner and
do nothing.

“T had been teaching
blind kids for five years ...
I could not make that
choice,” she said. “Each and
every person in this room
tonight have had many,
many opportunities
through their lives to make
decisions, choices, on
which directions to go as
things happen in our lives.
You have to figure it out,

and I think I understood at
that point in my life of
what kind of example I
would have set if I had just
quit. There was no if” ...
going on was the only
decision I could make.”

She found herself
dealing with great loss four
years later when her
husband died of cancer.

“What makes me so sad
and so angry is the number
people who are here
tonight who have to either
sit by somebody’s side or
had to deal with their own
personal experience with
this ugly, ugly disease,”
Brock said.

As she witnessed her
husband’s valiant battle
with the disease, Brock said
she realized that “going
blind was nothing. I had
to put everything in
perspective, and there
was a lot to understand.”

Her blindness, and her
husband’s death, she said,
was no one’s fault. “It was
simply what life was
presenting us. I had to
put things in that
perspective, and respect

One of Yankton’s Most
Historic Buildings—the
Former Elk’s Lodge

e

Tuesday, June 4th at 6 p.m.
407 Walnut Street, Yankton, SD
OPEN HOUSES: Friday May 17th 6-7pm and Thursday

what happened.”

She decided to make
sure that their daughter,
Joy, would come to
realize that one can live a
positive, productive life if
one chooses to find it.

She said it’s obvious
that the Dakota Hospital
Foundation and the
Vermillion community
are choosing to do the
best they can under
somewhat difficult
circumstances, too.

“I'm proud to have
attended the University of
South Dakota, and today,
to hear of the many
positive things that are
happening with the
foundation and in the
community itself,” Brock
said. “It’s a choice you're
making. These are tough
times and each and every
step you make — it all
comes back to making
good choices in the midst
of very difficult times. It’s
important to do that so
you can go forward
positively and
productively.”
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201 W Cherry
Vermillion, SD

Phone:
(605) 624-4429

) Fax:

S (605) 624-2696

Angus Bulls
For Sale

Bred for calving ease & growth.
Performance tested, guaranteed.

Registered

Town Square | & 1
Apartments
505-507 W. Main St. Vermillion
1 BR apartments for anyone
55 years of age or older, or
persons with disabilities.

May 23rd 6-7pm. Make plans to Attend
This historical building contains close to 12,000 sq ft. The main floor
has a large open area, historic gambling room, office space, storage
area and 2 restrooms. The upstairs has a large open area that was
used as a dance hall plus storage areas, bathroom, and exit doors.
This building has all hardwood floors and the original woodwork.
There is a full basement with large open area once used as a dining
area, large U-shaped bar, full kitchen, 2 baths, plus staff bathroom.
This building has 3, high-efficiency furnaces that are approximately 4
yrs old plus a heat pump and central air conditioning.

This historic building has unlimited potential to serve as a foundation
for your dream business--event center, bar, restaurant, office spaces—
the possibilities are endless! Make plans to attend an open house
or see many photos at GirardAuction.com.

LEGAL: lots 12 & 13, Blk 34,Todd’s City of Yankton, Yankton
County, SD. 2012 taxes are $1,940.08.

TERMS: Cash, 10% non refundable down payment due day of
auction with balance on closing of July 5, 2013. Possession on
closing. Title Insurance and Closing Costs will be split 50/50
between buyer and seller. Yankton Title Co is the closing agent. Taxes
are prorated to the day of closing. Statements made day of auction
take precedent over written material. Auctioneers are acting as
agents for the seller.

HERBERT ROE, Owner

In An Girard Auction

& Land Brokers, Inc.
AUCTION & LAND BROKERS, INC (605) 267-2421
— EEE— Toll Free: 1-866-531-6186

Marv Girard, BA #12399; Ken Girard, CAI, AARE Broker #10183;
Mike Girard, CAI, BA #13549; Mike Manning, BA #11605
www.GirardAuction.com

® 2nd Shift Hours
* Previous warehouse or manufacturing experience desired
e Proven work history of excellent safety, quality, & productivity

FT BENEFITS: Medical & Dental
® Profit Sharing ® 401k w/ 5% match
o Tuition Assistance ® Product Discounts

Please apply at:
www.polarisindustries.com
(FT Warehouse: - #12-0465)

> POLARIS

Utilities included and pet
friendly. Rental assistance

available to those who qualify.

605-624-5218
www.oakleafpm.com

@ Equal Housing Opportunity (5\

LAND AUCTION

149.771 Acres * Dakota County, Nebraska

Out of top bloodlines in the
Angus breed. Call:
Hauger’s Stock Farms
IRENE, SOUTH DAKOTA
Robert: 605.263.3771
or Steven: 605.263.3774

in the Jackson Legion Hall

103 Elk Street in Jackson, Nebraska
¢ Productive farm that has been well maintained

* Over 95% tillable
* Great access to highway and grain markets
* Buyer receives 2013 crop, reimbursing seller 2013 crop
expenses at closing
For Property Details, Contact:

Farmers Jeff Moon, Agent

=.2=National Fremont, Nebraska
= 402) 620-4513 or (402) 880-0578
///MCompanyw (402) or (402)

JMoon@FarmersNational.com
FNC Auctioneer/Broker: Eric Mueller
For additional information, visit our website at:

www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales * Auctions « Farm and Ranch Management

-Gity of Vermillion-

The City of Vermillion Solid Waste Department is
seeking a full-time Landfill Supervisor. This
position requires a minimum of five (5) years
experience in solid waste operations or related
field. Supervisory experience strongly preferred.
The successful candidate must ohtain Landfill
Operator Certifications within 2 years. $18.27 -
$18.70 per hour starting wage. Applications due
by 5:00 p.m. on June 7th.

Visit www.vermillion.us/careers for more
information.
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Appraisal * Insurance * Consultation ¢ Oil and Gas Management
Lake Management ¢ National Hunting Leases




