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“I think he (McCain) really
wants to help the people who
are leading the resistance in

Syria, and I’ve always believed,

as a matter of principle, that it
makes more sense for us to
arm and support the
resistance than it does for us
to put troops on the ground,
to put our men and women in
uniform in a place like that,”
Thune told the Vermillion
Plain Talk Tuesday morning.
“If we can give the necessary
equipment, training and
weapon systems, that’s the
best way to shape and
influence an outcome in an
area in a direction that we
would like to see it go.”

There are no easy options
when formulating U.S. foreign
policy towards Syria, he
added.

“In this case, it’s gotten
more complicated because as
time has passed the elements
of the opposition have
changed. Now you’ve got al-
Qaeda in there, of course,
Hezbollah is in there, and the
Iranians are in there on the
side of (Syrian President
Bashar) Assad and the
regime,” Thune said. “But,
there are a lot of folks in the
opposition now, so it’s hard to
know who you are arming.
Who are you giving arms to,
and what is there objective
and their purpose?

“It was easier six months
ago; it was easier a year ago,
but I think the thing is so
muddled now that it’s really
hard to determine who to
support, who to arm,” he said.

Thune hopes that,
eventually, the U.S. can lend
its support to an opposition
group in Syria “that is aligned
with the forces of democracy
and freedom that want to
make a difference for human

The South Dakota senator
also said there likely will be a
spirited discussion when
Congress reconvenes
concerning the use of drones
against terrorist targets.

In a speech last week,
President Barack Obama
defended the use of drones as
an alternative to military
intervention. He called drones
the course of action least
likely to result in the loss of
innocent human life. The
president admitted that drone
strikes raise troubling legal
questions. He even
acknowledged that critics of
drone strikes had a point, but
he insisted that drone strikes
continue, albeit with stronger
safeguards and more
transparency.

“I think there is going to be
a pretty robust discussion
about it. There already has
been, but the president
himself, in his speech, has sort
of pulled back a little bit, and
looked at redefining the
parameters for use of drones
from now requiring an
imminent, continuing threat
to the U.S. as opposed to a

significant threat,” Thune said.

“It’s a different standard that
he is trying to put into place,
and Congress, obviously, is
very concerned about
collateral damage, civilian
casualties, and how the
program is being used and
what it is attempting to
accomplish.”

The senator said he
welcomes increased dialogue
and scrutiny of this issue in
Congress.

“This is an element of our
foreign policy, it’s an element
of our military power, and we
need to make sure that we’re
using those elements of our
military power in a way that
accomplish objectives that are
vital to America’s national
security interests,” he said.
“We must also do it in a way
that minimizes collateral
damage and civilian

casualties.”

On the domestic front,
Thune held little hope for
Congress finding a solution to
federal fiscal issues, including
a way to end the budget
sequester, anytime soon.

“If there was something to
replace the sequester, to turn
it off, if we could figure out
how to proportion the
reductions of spending
elsewhere in the budget, it
could happen,” he said.
“Democrats in the Congress
want to see tax increases used
to turn off the sequester. It
looks to me right now that it
(ending the sequester) could
be very hard.”

The best that Congress may
be able to do, he added, is be
more flexible when it comes to
formulating guidelines for
devoting funds to federal
programs in the future.

“I guess the best thing I
think we can hope for in the
short term is that when
Congress does appropriation
bills this year that they
provide the optimum amount
of flexibility so that agencies
that are dealing with the
sequester can move funds
around,” Thune said. “The
sequester, unfortunately, was
pretty prescriptive in how it was
designed and so I think if we’re
going to continue to have these
cuts in place, let ‘s allow the
agencies that have to implement
them to do it in a way that’s
rational and makes sense.”

Compromise among
political leaders in the nation’s
capital, the senator noted,
continues to be a difficult
process.

“It’s hard. We’re in a place
right now where there are big
differences in opinion about
what’s the best answer, what’s
the best solution,” he said.
“Eventually, I think, forces will
work to bring that about, but
at least for right now, both
sides are sort of dug in.”

Seven days of rain impacts
SD farmers, ranchers

Last week most of the state
saw rain events that dumped as
much as 10 inches on some
crop acres, said Laura Edwards,
SDSU Extension climate field
specialist.

“How much moisture
received and whether it brought
damage or relief to agriculture
producers really depended on
which South Dakota County
their land is in,” Edwards said.
“Some farmers will need to
replant, others have to wait to
plant while their field sits
several inches under water, and
at the same time many ranchers
couldn’t be happier because
now forage and range
conditions are looking better
than they have in a long time.”

Most of the heavy
precipitation fell on Turner,
Lincoln and Minnehaha
Counties. Totals exceeded 10
inches in the center of the
storm. This includes areas west-
southwest of Sioux Falls that
received more than six inches in
24 hours from Saturday to
Sunday morning.

A stretch from Onida to
Miller also received at least 6-8
inches, with several
northwestern South Dakota
counties receiving several inches
from localized, intense
thunderstorms.

Streamflow on the Big Sioux
and Vermillion Rivers came up
quickly, but are projected to fall
within a few days, barring
additional heavy precipitation.

“Our primary concern right
now is flooding in fields in the
eastern part of the state,”
Edwards said.

Depending on the type of

rainstorm, Edwards said fields
could be impacted by flash
flooding, which can erode soil,
wash away new seed and leave
large cutouts in fields; or fields
are under standing water, which
can suffocate young plants.

Edwards said that based on
discussions with SDSU
Extension Agronomists, the
impact this flooding will have on
the 2013 crop all depends on
how fast fields dry up and how
mature the crop is — if plants
have a few leaves above the
waterline, the crop may survive.
She adds that some of the long-
term effects won’t be known
until later in the growing season.

“This has been a cold wet
spring punctuated by extreme
rainfall. If the plants do survive
this most recent event, we have
yet to know what type of
diseases may follow,” she said.

The heavy rain can also
induce crusting on the soil
surface, which can slow down
emerging plants, or cause
uneven emergence in corn and
soybean fields.
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Water Problems Happen F-A-S-T!

If your basement is in need of repair SafeBasement Waterproofing System
will be your most complete and affordable solution. SafeBasement offers
much more than other tiling systems.

INSPECTION, RADON AND MOISTURE VAPOR PORTS

SafeEdge allows condensation
from wall to drain into tile
system, while protecting

you from radon gas.

1  Multi-Flow
il Drainage System

www.mhmfoundationsolutions.com

As to whether or not South
Dakota is still in a drought,
Edwards said it all depends on
where in South Dakota you’re
located.

“The eastern side of the state
has made phenomenal gains this
spring which has improved the
drought situation dramatically. I
still have some concern about the
long term deep soil moisture all
across the state that could affect us
later this summer,” she said.

The western counties are
holding steady, but drought
impacts could emerge quickly as
the area enters its dry summer
season.

Another severe weather event
is expected to sweep across the
state May 29 and 30. Bringing
with it a potential for severe
weather that may include strong
winds and hail.

Before replanting, Edwards
encourages farmers to consult
their crop insurance
representatives.

More information will be
posted to iGrow.org.

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Call the experts today!

605-432-5208 RN
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rights in that region.” The University of South Dakota

HVAC Specialist/Off Hours

The University of South Dakota is seeking an HVAC
Specialist. Successful applicant will have significant
experience in industrial level HVAC systems and
equipment. Preference will be given to applicants
with experience working with food service
equipment and the candidate must have a Freon
certificate or be able to obtain one within 6
months of hire. Applicant must also have a valid
driver’s license or be able to obtain one. This
position requires varied off hour shifts in order to
provide staff coverage 24/7 365 days a year.

LAND AUCTION

| 149.77+ Acres ° Dakot?_pogn_ty, Nebraska

KVHTxFM

THE SUMMER
RADIO AUCTION

Saturday, June 8, at 10:30 AM
in the Jackson Legion Hall
103 Elk Street in Jackson, Nebraska

* Productive farm that has been well maintained

¢ Over 95% tillable

* Great access to highway and grain markets

* Buyer receives 2013 crop, reimbursing seller 2013 crop expenses at closing
For Property Details, Contact:

Farmers Jeff Moon, Farm Manager/Agent

Fremont, Nebraska
=27 Natlonal (402) 620-4513 or (402) 880-0578
: Z=~JiCompany.

JMoon@FarmersNational.com
FNC Auctioneer/Broker: Eric Mueller
www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales * Auctions * Farm and Ranch Management

Starting Tuesday, June 4" -
from 2-6pm “
* Bidding begins at 50% off
the retail value
* Save thousands on new merchandise

from area businesses
* See items at kvht.com

For more details and to apply, go to
http://yourfuture.sdbor.edu
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SOUTH DAKOTA
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Tune In To Classic Hits 106.3 and ESPN Radio 1570
Every Tuesday Starting June 4th from 2-6 PM
For The Summer Radio Auction Series

Appraisal * Insurance * Consultation ¢ Oil and Gas Management
Lake Management ¢ National Hunting Leases




