
16    Vermillion Plain Talk May 8, 2015 www.plaintalk.net

Bringing 
surgical care 
to Vermillion.
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Jesse Kampshoff, MD
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Please call 605-624-8643 to  
schedule your appointment today!
Most insurances accepted, including Medicare and Medicaid.

101 South Plum Street • Vermillion, SD 57069 

www.VermillionMedicalClinic.com
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Tender Thoughts On ‘Tender Land’
By Sarah Wetzel
For the Plain Talk

The opera department of the Uni-
versity of South Dakota have � nished 
its run of Aaron Copeland’s opera, 
The Tender Land, a show that brought 
smiles and tears to the public of        
Vermillion.

“Basically the family has this teen-
age daughter who’s about to graduate,” 
director Tracelyn Gesteland said of the 
storyline. “They want her to stay on 
the farm and she wants to go out into 
the world and see what there is. This 
is taking place in the 1930’s where a 
woman going off on her own was just 
unheard of.”

Though times have changed as far 
as acceptance of feminine independ-
ence, there is still plenty for the cast to 
relate to. 

Hannah Lambertz played Laurie 
Moss, the girl both longing and dread-
ing to leave her farm home.

“I want to move to New York when 
I graduate,” she said. “That’s been my 
plan, but it’s scary and I don’t know 
what the future holds. Laurie as a char-
acter was very easy to get into and just 
dive right in. On the opposite end of the 
spectrum my parents are very support-
ive and they want me to do what I want 
to do and that’s great.”

According to Gesteland, the themes 
of this particular show run deep 
enough to tug at many different heart 
strings.

“It’s interesting that there’s a lot of 
ideas that critics and scholars have 
been � oating around about this,”she 
said. “Some see it as a political allegory 
because it was written in 1954 at the 
height of McCarthyism. There were 
some that feel that the character of 
Grandpa for instance is actually 

representing McCarthy and he distrusts 
the strangers that come into the story. 
There’s some that claim that because 
Copeland wrote this show with his 
lover that they were making some 
comments about living a closeted life 
in America as gay men. One charac-
ter says ‘No one can tell me who to 
love.’ That could be a rallying cry for 
the early LGBT community. People 
see what they want to see through 
their own personal experiences and           
perspectives.”

The whole process of putting on the 
show was a learning experience for the 
cast, especially Lambertz. 

“It was kind of nerve-wracking for 
me,” she said. “It was the biggest role 
I’ve had in an opera, so, it was really 
intense. There was a lot of learning 
to do and balancing that with school 
work and work was crazy. Working with 
Dr.Gesteland is always a huge pleasure 
She’s always organized and to the point. 
She knows what she wants but she’s 
also very open to the artistic process 
and I think that’s just terrif� c.” 

Every show comes with challenges, 
as well. 

“The fact that the role hit so close 
to home actually might have been the 
most dif� cult for me,” Lambertz said. 
“It’s a very � ne line when you’re in a 
show. You want to use you personal ex-
periences to make the role real but also 
if you bring too much into it, that can 
put you in a weird place. It has been 
a very emotionally draining semester 
working on this opera. Adding on top of 
that, that’s actually how I feel, all these 
insecurities. That was probably the 
toughest part.”

According to Lambertz, the end of 
the show’s run is bittersweet. 

“It’s nice to be done this week being 
� nals,” she said. “It’s also sad because 
we’ve spent an entire semester working 
towards this. All of that work for two 
shows. At least we get that.”

The reward from the two shows is 
worth it according to Lambertz.

“We come out and greet the audi-
ence after the show and having them 
still in tears over what just happened 
on stage and having something to relate 
to,” she said. “I think that is so reward-
ing to make a difference, even if it is 
just for that one day in their life.” 

‘Tender Land’ On Stage
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The opera department of the University of South Dakota have � nished its run of Aaron Copeland’s opera, The Tender Land, a show that 
brought smiles and tears to the public of Vermillion.
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Hannah Lambertz (Laurie Moss) said the 
Opera “The Tender Land” held meaning for 
her as she approaches the end of her time 
at USD.

By Sarah Wetzel
For the Plain Talk

Students at Vermillion High School (VHS) success-
fully ran their play, ‘Still Life With Iris’ last weekend after 
weeks of preparation.

The cast and crew was comprised of almost 30 stu-
dents from VHS.

Jacob Ford, playing Mr. Matternot one of the lead 
roles, said the nerves which come from being under the 
spotlight never stop him from having fun.

“Once you get going you’re kind of lost in the mo-
ment,” he said. “You forget about being onstage. You’re 
not looking at the audience, you’re in your own world. 
So, it’s really easy to get away. Walking out onstage is the 
hard part, but once you’re out there and you’re with the 
characters you’re not yourself.” 

Ford had an extra challenge like several other mem-
bers of the cast, putting on the show while juggling other 
extracurricular activities.

“It’s been interesting because I’m also playing tennis 
this spring,” Ford said. “I’ve been trying to balance both 
of these.” 

There is a lot of work that goes into one character 
according to Ford.

“It wasn’t until this week that I got to actually sit 
down and � gure out who my character is,” he said. “I 
wish I had more time to do that. I try to � gure out a way 
to walk and some type of voice. When I go out there I 
don’t want to be myself.”

Grace Kjelden, playing Iris, had a great time portray-
ing the girl who is determined to discover her past de-
spite having her memory taken after being collected by 
The Goods, the ruling couple obsessed with perfection.

“Iris was just a really interesting character,” Kjelden 
said. “I really enjoyed getting to discover her. There’s just 
something about her I can relate to.”

Relating to your character can be challenging es-
pecially to a high school student who might not have 
personal experience.

“I’m obviously not a father,” Ford said, though he 
pointed out there de� nitely were aspects of his character 
he related to. “You have to relate to your character in 
some way. You need to � gure out what they’re all about 
and what they want.” 

Another challenge is getting your character to sync 
with the others onstage.

“All the characters are really animated except my 
character which is much more subtle and a lot deeper,” 
Ford said. “It’s interesting trying to � gure out the balance 
between what I’m doing and what everyone else is doing. 
It’s a lot of fun.” 

The students had a lot of fun onstage and everyone 
learned valuable lessons.

VHS Theatre 
Closes ‘Still 

Life With Iris’
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