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Vermillion EMS Seemg Rise In Calls

BY SHAUNA MARLETTE

shauna.marlette@yankton.net

865 — Without context, it is hard
to know if that is a small, large or a
huge number. In this case, what it is,
is the number of calls the Vermil-
lion Emergency Medical Services
Division (EMS) answered in 2014 - a
larger volume of calls than ever
before.

According to Matthew Callahan,
EMS Chief, that is a direct response
to public education and awareness —
but more importantly a credit to the
crew who serve the Vermillion com-
munity, and answer the call, literally,
whenever the phone rings.

The Vermillion EMS division has
three fully stocked ambulances,
with two staffed at all times, to as-
sure and maintain response times to
emergent and non-emergent ambu-
lance calls, Callahan said.

“We run two-12 hour shifts in
a day,” he said. “We have what is
called ‘Paid On Call’ where if we
get a call, the team members on
call have to be leaving the station
within seven minutes of the call.
Most of our staff stay in the area -
their homes, jobs - but for some of

of the seven-minute
window, that means
they utilize the sta-
tion facilities.”

Callahan said
the commitment of
the staff is unques-
tionable.

“The great ma-
jority of the crew
are either employed full-time or are
students at the University (USD),”
he explained. “All of them are giving
up one of their days off each week
to take a shift. They are required to
be on call 24 hours per week.”

He said that the variety of back-
grounds of the employees include
medical students, nursing students,
music majors, policemen, dispatch
personnel, nurses and real estate
agents, to name a few.

“It is honestly made up of a
group of people who are truly inter-
ested and dedicated to making sure
the community of Vermillion and
the surrounding areas have access
to emergency care,” Callahan said.
“While it is not a volunteer position,
because they are paid for their time,
it truly takes a giving attitude to
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be willing to be involved with this.
They enjoy helping people and that
is what drives them.”

Beyond even the hours required
to be on duty, Callahan noted that
the people involved with EMS
are required to do many hours of
training per year to maintain their
certification.

“To even become an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT), which
is our most basic level of certified
employee, requires 160 hours of
training,” Callahan said. “That is
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where they learn the basics from
CPR, to splinting and how to immo-
bilize a patient. They are certified to
administer 4-5 different drugs.”

He added that the next level is
the Advanced EMT. To earn your
Advanced EMT requires an ad-
ditional 300 hours of training where
they learn to start [Vs, how to use
and monitor cardiac monitors and
additional medication uses.

The most advanced level is a
Paramedic, which requires an ad-
ditional 1,200 hours of classes.

“We try to have at least one
Advanced EMT or higher on every
team,” he said. “Currently we have
about 10 advanced EMTs, 12 EMTs
and for paramedics on staff.”

Callahan noted that last year
the staff each completed about 720
hours of training to maintain their
certifications.

While the number of calls han-
dled by the staff was a record year,
Callahan said he doesn’t see the de-
mand going down, rather he expects
to see it grow each year, and he is
glad for the reason.

“What we are seeing is better
public awareness that if they are
having an issue, they know they
need to call right away, rather than
wait,” he said. “We are also trans-
porting patients from the hospital
here in town to either Sioux Falls or
Sioux City every day.”

He added that the public educa-
tion done by the department is
something that he is proud of.

“Every month through the fire
department we offer CPR classes,”
he said. “In addition, we are doing
public education and community
outreach programs warning of the
dangers of slips, trips and falls.”
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Friday nights are a time for hard working
folks to shrug off the stress of the week and
to reconnect with their friends, who they
might only get to see at a local watering
hole.

For many Vermillion residents, spending
their Fridays from 5 to 7 p.m. at Carey’s bar
means cold drinks, good friends, and live
music.

Music is one of the few things that
can speak to all people. Communities like
Vermillion feel a great sense of pride to have
such talent among their own friends and
neighbors.

For twelve years, The Public Domain
Tune Band has refreshed the spirits of a
consistently mixed group of patrons at
Carey’s bar. There are always couples danc-
ing, new friends meeting, and old friends
enjoying each other’s company while listen-
ing to some Midwestern favorites.

Since 2003, the Public Domain Tune
Band, a local group started in 1978 by Nick
Schwebach and Owen DeJong, has had a
consistent gig at Carey’s. Every Friday night
the band sets up and plays their music,
which can most simply be described as a
hybrid of early folk and jazz.

Along with Schwebach (guitar and
vocals) and DeJong (fiddle) there are two
other regular members, CJ Kocher (saxo-
phone) and Larry Rohrer (string bass and
vocals). The Public Domain Tune Band
plays all around the area, in town such as
Sioux City, Yankton, Gayville, and our own
Vermillion.

When asked what their favorite thing

said, “Playing with these guys is like playing
with a group of friends. This is a community
that is more like a family.”

With such deep love for, and a long histo-
ry in the Vermillion area, it is no doubt that
the crowd that The Public Domain Tune
Band draws gladly comes to hear them play
familiar favorites every Friday night.

Dave Moen and his wife, Vermillion resi-
dents, have only been attending the Friday
night shows at Carey’s for about two years,
“but (they've) known Nick and Owen for
several, several years.”

When asked if he thought it fair to
consider The Public Doman Tune Band a
cornerstone of Vermillion community life,
he said, “I'd say it’s a big part of it. There
are some people who've been following
these guys for 20 years or more.”

The Public Domain Tune Band has some
added members on occasion, like Laurie
Brown, Vermillion resident and Senior
Secretary for the Music Department at The
University of South Dakota. She often comes
and sings a few tunes, such as, A Wayfaring
Stranger and Dream a Little Dream of Me.
Brown began singing with the group when,
“(She) started dating Owen five years ago.”

Showing no signs of slowing down, The
Public Domain Tune Band will continue to
play in and around the Vermillion commu-
nity as long as there are people to listen.

If you're 21 or older, Carey’s bar wel-
comes you to come hear Vermillion’s own
Public Domain Tune Band. The drinks may
not be free, but the free live music is well
worth the going.

ATTENTION

VERMILLION WASTEWATER USERS

SUMP PUMP DISCHARGE NOTICE

Sump pumps have been installed in many Vermillion homes to remove
groundwater collected by foundation drains and thereby prevent water
damage to basement walls and floors. This water is not polluted and does
not require any treatment before being discharged to a waterway.

Sanitary sewers, however, collect wastes from homes, other buildings and
businesses; these wastes must be treated prior to discharge to a waterway.
The discharge of sump pumps to floor drains and to indoor plumbing
can result in hydraulic overloads of the sanitary sewer. When sewer lines
become overloaded, sewage can back up into homes and businesses.
Therefore, it is against Vermillion City Ordinance to discharge a sump pump
to the sanitary sewer system.

We want to protect all homeowners from sewer backups. To do this we need
everyone’s cooperation to ensure sump pumps are not discharged to the
sanitary system. If you have any questions concerning the proper discharge of
sump pumps, feel free to call the Wastewater Facility at 677-7077.
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Broadcasterand PlainTalk private party
classified line ads are now FREE for 30
words or less. If you need more than
30 words, don't worry you still won't
pay alot. A 31-word ad is only $.90 and
the cost only goes up $.50 per word
thereafter.
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Place your ad by calling the
Broadcaster/Plain Talk office

at 605-624-4429 or by stopping
in at 201 W. Cherry Street today!




