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Coyotes end skid with 45-21

Great West: USD Earns First Victory In Six Weeks

By Jeremy Hoeck
Jjeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

In one fell swoop, all lingering
effects from the previous month were
cast aside.

The University of South Dakota
football team celebrated a victory for
the first time in six weeks, with a
45-21 thrashing of Southern Utah
in Great West Conference action on
Saturday in the DakotaDome.

Following four consecutive losses
over the course of October, USD (4-5)
regained its swagger in a hurry.

Thanks to three touchdowns and
three turnovers by the defense in the
second quarter, the Coyotes took con-
trol early and did not let up the rest
of the way.

“This is great for our program
right now,” said senior quarterback
Noah Shepard, who passed for 235
yards and a touchdown. “With all the
struggles we've had with everything,
we needed to get one back.”

The key to that goal was a potent
ground assault.

A year after rushing for 445 yards
against Southern Utah, the Coyotes
ran for 334 yards and five touch-
downs on Saturday. And for the first
time this season, USD had two play-
ers — Chris Ganious (170) and Isaac
Newton (113) — reach the 100-yard
plateau.

“That was our gameplan all week,
to run it down their throats,” senior
guard Luke Nordquist said. “We
knew we had to get this one, so we
just kept pounding it on the ground.”

After neither team scored on its
first two possessions of the game,
USD manufactured a 12-play, 83-
yard drive at the end of the first quar-
ter. With 10 seconds left in the frame,
Shepard hit freshman receiver Will
Powell for a 17-yard touchdown pass.

The Thunderbirds — coming off a
56-35 rout of UC Davis the week

District tourney loss ends
Tanager volleyball season

before — responded quickly with a
two-play drive. Quarterback Cade
Cooper found receiver Tysson Poots
for a 65-yard scoring hook-up in the
last play of the quarter, tying the
game at 7-7.

But then came the second quarter.

At the 10:55 mark, Newton scored

on a two-yard go-ahead touchdown
run. And after SUU fumbled the
ensuing kickoff, the Coyotes needed
just six plays to score again — this
time on a one-yard touchdown run by
Shepard, giving USD a 21-7 lead.

Then came an interception by
USD’s Jim Thompson on the second
play of the next drive. Four minutes
later, Ganious scampered in the end
zone for a 45-yard touchdown run,
pushing the Coyote lead to 28-7.

One minute later, Thompson
struck again, intercepting Cooper at
the 1:48 mark. The Coyotes would
not score again before halftime, but
led 28-7 at the break.

“Those two picks lifted our spirits,”
USD coach Ed Meierkort said. “We
hadn’t one since Southeastern
Louisiana (Sept. 26); the last time
we won. I don’t think that’s a coinci-
dence.”

Two minutes after USD missed a
43-yard field goal, Cooper hit Poots
again for a touchdown, this time for
35 yards. And after Mychal Bogan
intercepted Cooper, the fourth of the
game for the Coyotes, USD connect-
ed on a 27-yard field goal by Dustin
Nowotny.

That gave the hosts a 31-14 cush-
ion.

Yet, the Thunderbirds were able to
respond, thanks to a 70-yard drive
that resulted in a one-yard touch-
down pass from Cooper to Daryl
Brown at the 11:47 mark. Suddenly,
the Coyotes were in a position to need
a response, themselves.

To do so, USD went back to its
run game.
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South Dakota running back Chris Ganious, 20, looks for running room during the Coyotes’ 45-21 victory over South-
ern Utah. Ganious posted a career-high 193 yards rushing with two touchdowns, and caught three passes for 41
yards to earn Great West Conference Offensive Player of the Week honors. (Photo by David Lias)

“After the last three weeks, I was
thinking, ‘Oh lord, here it comes
again,” Meierkort said. “But we got
back at it with our power run game.”

The Coyotes ran on every play of
the ensuing 8-play, 70-drive, which
was capped off by a Ganious seven-
yard touchdown run. Newton, Gan-
ious and Shepard each touched the
ball during the series.

“That was the possession of the
game,” Shepard said. “It took all the
wind out of their sails and helped us
get the win.”

USD — which had 569 yards of

By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

Vermillion’s volleyball sea-
son ended last Thursday when
the Tanagers dropped a semi-
final match in the District 8A
tournament to Dakota Valley.

The Panthers got momen-
tum with a narrow cliffhang-
er of a win, 25-23, in the
match’s first game. They rolled
in the second game, 25-9, and
kept the Tanagers at bay in
the third game, 25-18, to
advance to the finals and end

earned all-conference recogni-
tion, including Sierra Allen,
Jenny Bye and Elise Hughes-
Berheim on the first team and
Lexi Regnerus on the honor-
able mention list.

In season-long statistics
compiled by Billberg and her
statisticians, Jenny Bye and
Hughes-Berheim were the
leaders in diving all over the
court for digs. Bye had 306
and Hughes-Berheim 280.
Sierra Allen had 183, Michelle
Blythe 165, Molly LeCates
131, Lizzie Bye 77, Ashley

total offense — closed the scoring with
a Marcus Sims five-yard touchdown
run with 39 seconds to play, sealing
an already decided affair.

The victory pushes USD’s confer-
ence record to 1-2, with one final con-
test left to play. The Coyotes will trav-
el to Cal Poly (4-5, 1-2) next Saturday
in the final game of the season.

“This team could be a lot of
records, but we’re 4-5,” Meierkort
said. “With any breaks, who knows
where we could be. But I'm proud of
the way these guys have played.

“And I know we'll play well next

week.”

Last season, USD was dealt a 49-
22 loss by Cal Poly in San Luis Obis-
po, CA, in its first league game. But
in that game, the Coyotes gave up
three quick scores in the first quar-
ter.

“We know we can compete with
Cal Poly; it’s just a matter of doing it,”
Nordquist said. “We had some bad
breaks in October, but this whole
year has been crazy.

“At least we can have a chance to
win two in a row before it’s all over.”
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Ouellette 76, Lexi Regnerus
57 and Kylie Fischbach 34
digs.

Allen had 70 total blocks,
Regnerus 66, Ouellette 46, Fis-
chbach 30, Blythe 23 and
Jenny Bye 13.

On offense Allen was the
kills leader for Vermillion with
208, followed by Blythe’s 142,
Ouellette’s 105, Regnerus’s
101, Jenny Bye 87, Lizzie Bye
53 and Fischbach 15.

Hughes-Berheim with 35
and Allen with 34 were the
leaders in service aces. Ouel-

lette recorded 27, Jenny Bye
21, LeCates 17 and Blythe 15.

LeCates with 367 and Fis-
chbach with 199 were the Tan-
agers’ assist leaders.

In addition to those listed
among the statistics leaders,
other members of the VHS
varsity this fall were Megan
Chickering, Emily McClelland,
Jana Bye, Sarah Szymonski,
Sami Girard and Beth Szy-
monski.
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