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warded a recommendation to
deny the application and
retain the current zoning sta-
tus.

“There are a number of con-
cerns that staff has with the
zone change request,” Chris-
tensen said. “The first is that
due to lack of other commer-
cial zoning in this area, if
approved, the zone change
would create a spot of com-
mercial zoning without any
connection to any other busi-
ness uses.”

Christensen said the size
and shape of the proposed lot
also is a cause for concern.
“The lot is small for commer-
cial use, and because the lots
that are adjacent are residen-
tial, additional setbacks would
be required, further reducing
the buildable space in the
parking and driveway avail-
ability for lots,” he said.

Setbacks of 20 feet are
required in the front and rear
of the lot, with 15-foot set-
backs on the side. “In addi-
tion, a six-foot buffer zone is
required, and either a fence
or some sort of living ground
cover is required, which fur-
ther reduces by six foot on
each side the parking lot area
and the driveway area,” Chris-
tensen said.

Since the Brunicks had
indicated they were interest-
ed in placing a fast food
restaurant on their lot, city
staff compared the property
at 916 Ratingen with existing
fast food lots in Vermillion.

The proposed business
would be located on the small-
est lot — with a total of 15,980
square feet — of all fast food
restaurants in the city. Should
the new restaurant building
be constructed with dimen-
sions of 38 feet by 70 feet,
which is approximately the
same size as the Burger King
restaurant in Vermillion, there
would be space to park 12
vehicles in the lot, compared to
39 at Burger King.

In a memo to the city coun-
cil, Christensen notes that the
number that creates the
biggest problem for the pro-
posed commercial lot is the
frontage. When the setback
requirements are met, 90 feet
of the building frontage is left
remaining, which is a very
narrow lot for this type of use,
especially when surrounded
by residential uses, he noted.

“Other fast food parking
lots have on average three to
four times the amount of park-
ing lot space that 916 Ratin-
gen,” Christensen wrote.
“When arranged double-sided
with a drive-up window, suffi-
cient parking would not be
possible on the proposed lot
unless the primary structure
is very small and parking
spaces even further reduced.”

He noted that changing the
lot’s zoning to general busi-
ness would mean that future
uses of the property could
someday change from the pro-
posed fast food restaurant
being planned for the lot.

“Some of those uses that
could provide problems for us
would be bars, gas stations,
motor repair places, things
like that,” Christensen said.
“We just have to simply say
that this it is probably inap-
propriate to use that lot for
commercial purposes, and we
recommend that council deny
the application.”

City Attorney Jim McCul-
loch told the council that maps
included in the Vermillion’s
comprehensive plan shows
that current land use for that
area of the city. “It starts com-
mercial down on Cherry
Street, and transitions down
to multi-family residential and
then up to single-family resi-
dential.”

A second map in the plan
shows future proposed land
use in the area. “Land use for
this particular parcel is con-
sidered to be same that it is
now,” he told city aldermen.
“If you were to grant this, you
would be in conflict with your
comprehensive plan.”

Brunick told council mem-
bers that he believed the new
restaurant would be a benefit
to the community.

“There really isn’t any fast
food being close by those new
dorms that are being built,
other than McDonald’s.” he
said. “The kids — they just love
Taco Bell, and I was just hop-
ing that this would work for
this town, also.”

Darby Ganschow, USD
director of Auxiliary Services,

urged the council to keep the
property zoned as residential.
He said changing the zoning
as proposed would create a
small island of commercial
property in a residential area.

“The site doesn’t seem to
be set up appropriately for
commercial development. The
size is small, there is no place
to grow because of Coyote Vil-
lage behind it, and because of
residential property to the
north and the south, and the
street to the east,” he said.
“That seems to be a hindrance
to the possibility of creating
this into a commercial prop-
erty.”

He told the council that the
Brunicks have great vision
with their desire to bring a
new business to Vermillion.
“But I think there a lot of com-
mercial properties available
in Vermillion where they could
do the same thing,” Ganschow
said, “without jeopardizing
this particular area of the city.”

USD is focused on contin-
ued growing of its enrollment
figures, which is becoming
more challenging because of
demographics, particularly a
trend indicating a decrease in
the number of graduating
high school seniors in South
Dakota for several years to
come.

“Once we get our enroll-
ments up to where we think
they should be, we will have a
vibrant university communi-
ty,” Ganschow said. “That also
is going to provide some eco-

nomic benefits to the city of
Vermillion.”

Ratingen Strasse, he said,
serves as a main route for
bringing prospective new stu-
dents to the university cam-
pus.

“Whatever we do, we have
to make sure that this area
creates a great first impres-
sion for these students,” Gan-
schow said. “If we don’t, we
could lose those students
before they ever set foot on
campus. We need to make sure
that whatever is put into this
area is vibrant, is great, and a
great recruiting structure for
the university.”

Ron Ingalls of Sioux Falls,
Brunick’s business partner in
this attempt to locate a new
restaurant to Vermillion, told
the city council that the pro-
posed new restaurant equates
to a $2 million investment,
and a 20-year commitment on
part of the franchise to the
city.

“As far as Ratingen Strasse
being an entry-way to the uni-
versity, it’s an entry-way to a
dead end, because it goes
down to Cherry Street, and
that’s where it stops,” he said.
“If there is going to be an
entry-way to the university, it
should go through the uni-
versity so you can see the
whole campus.”

“I know that one of the
fears that you have with this
project is that it is spot zoning,
and I do understand that,”
said Holly Brunick of Sioux

Understanding Blood Pressure

Falls. She asked the city to
consider how the land use in
the area has changed in the
last few months. An area that
once housed a trailer park
near the residential homes on
Ratingen Strasse is now home
to large, multi-student resi-
dential student housing.

“Now, there is a very large
multi-residential complex
going up behind these two
very small residential lots,”
she said. “So they have almost
been spot-zoned ... they (the
homeowners) have been left
with residential (property) in
the middle of something that
is very non-residential as far
as single-family housing goes.”

“Vermillion really does
need more of these kinds of
enterprises geared toward the
students and geared toward
the public,” Alderman Mary
Edelen said. “I really do like
that thinking of what can we
do in Vermillion to make this
a better community.

“However, I have to qualify
my statement,” she said. “I'm
really not sure that this is the
proper way to go about this
whole thing,” noting that
changes should be made in
the city’s comprehensive plan
before this type of zoning
change is considered. “I'm
impressed with how you’ve
been thinking about this,
because I believe Vermillion
needs more of these kinds of
enterprises. I just am not sure
if this is the right place for
one of those.”
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When was the last time you checked your blood pressure? Do you
know what the numbers in your blood pressure indicate? If you
answered no to either of these questions, then this column is for you!

What is blood pressure?
Blood pressure is the force of the blood pushing against the walls of the

Why do we check blood pressure?
High or low blood pressure can be an indicator of your overall health, and
may help identify specific health concerns including kidney disease,
stroke and heart disease.

Who should have their blood pressure checked?
Everyone should have their blood pressure checked at every physical -
including children. Today, 30% of American adults have high blood pres-
sure and 2% of our children are affected by it. Children should have it
checked at their yearly well-child exam and adults should have it
checked at least once every two years. Adults who have been identified

with high or low blood pressure should be checked more often, at a fre-
quency set by their medical provider.

What do the blood pressure numbers mean?
As the heart beats, it pumps blood throughout the body - resulting in the
highest blood pressure as the heart contracts, the systolic pressure, and

high blood pressure, but it does mean it should be watched carefully.

How can blood pressure be controlled?

the lowest pressure when the heart relaxes, the diastolic pressure. The o
systolic pressure is typically listed before the diastolic pressure.

L]
What is normal blood pressure? °
The optimum blood pressure should measure less than 120 systolic °
L]

pressure and less than 80 diastolic pressure. This is generally written as

120/80 or spoken as 120 over 80.

Normal: Less than 120/80

Prehyptertension: 120-139/80-89
Stage 1 hypertension: 140-159/90-99
Stage 2 hypertension: 160 +/100+
A single elevated blood pressure measurement doesn't mean you have

For more information, please call

In addition to the possibility of using medication, high blood pressure
treatment almost always includes making lifestyle changes to control
risk factors including:

Lose weight

Exercise regularly
Avoid excessive alcohol
Stop smoking

Manage stress
Decrease salt intake
Eat healthy
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3 locations to serve you better!

1407 E. Cherry St.
Vermillion, SD

605-624-PAIN (7246)

101 E. Cedar, Suite 101
Beresford

605-763-8037

801 Summit
Yankton

605-665-3861
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20 S. Plum Street, Vermillion, SD 57069
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HOUSKA DENTAL CLINIC

Randy Houska, DDS
Gentle Dental Care For
Your Entire Family

1302 E. Main
Vermillion
605-624-3031

www.houskadental.com
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Rod Haars, RPh

Wal-Mart Pharmacy

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
1207 PRINCETON ST., VERMILLION, SD e 624-4106
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Dave Dyball, RPh

Today’s comprehensive medicine
... yesterday’s personalized care

Olson Medical Clinic

Thomas H. Olson, M.D.

The name you have come to trust for over
20 years. Join our health care family for
all your medical needs.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

For information &
appointments call
(605) 624-5666

After office hours
call (605) 624-8777

1330 E. Main, Vermillion, SD, 57069

www.olsonmedicalclinic.com
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5 W. Cherry Street, Vermillion, SD 57069
800-801-5130 ¢ Fax: 605-624-5975

Tom & Sandy Lavin
605-624-4444
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