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VOLIN — It was a dream:
Barb Schnider’s idea of devel-
oping a country craft shop.
She began by holding an
annual sale in her home and
then took the bold step of
acquiring a building and tak-
ing one step at a time toward
her ultimate goal.

Now, six years later, she
offers high quality, unique
country craft items year
round at Heart Whispers just
west of Volin.

Barb’s plans stemmed out
of her lifelong affinity for
making something out of
nothing. When she and her
late husband Marlo cultivat-
ed the habit of gleaning
usable and recyclable items
from what others considered
to be “trash,” they stockpiled
a wealth of materials that
Barb has continued to use to
keepsakes.

“Even the building was
recycled,” Barb said. “For
years, it sat in a pasture on
Walshtown Road. The cows
walked in and out of it and
raccoons had taken up resi-
dence there. When we
brought it home, a lot of peo-
ple thought it was the crazi-
est idea I’d ever had. When
we started to clean it up we
found baby raccoons in it.”

The “lopsided” building
that caught Barb’s eye and
imagination was just a few
miles from her home, but it
was in such poor condition,
she wasn’t certain it would
withstand the move.

“I stayed home the day
they moved it,” she said. “I
made lunch that day and
tried to remain calm.”

Once it arrived safely, the
dilapidated structure sat east
of Barb’s home for several
months. It presented a major
remodeling challenge to her
family. Her shortage of funds
at the time didn’t help mat-
ters. Rather than dwell on
what they didn’t have, Barb
and her family started figur-
ing out how they could use
available resources to remod-
el and restore the building.

“We didn’t replace the win-
dows because they’re the old,
foggy glass and that fits per-
fectly with atmosphere of the
shop,” Barb said. “We took
the plaster out before we
moved because the plaster
made it so heavy. The walls
were sheet rocked and paint-

ed. I found a very inexpensive
supply of mismatched paint
at a paint store, and we had
rescued light fixtures from a
scrap pile quite a while ago.”

Wiring and plumbing was
replaced and the bathroom
was enlarged enough to hold
a small sink. The only new
fixture in the building was
the stool.

“I had a sink in our stock-
pile and I did some work for
a man who was replacing his
furnace,” Barb said. “The ren-
ovation cost very little.”

Barb’s initial plan was to
have her son-in-law install
ceiling panels to lower the
building’s high ceiling. How-
ever, once the project began
taking shape, Barb imagined
a better way to finish the ceil-
ing.

“Once I saw that wonder-
ful peak in the main room, I
could just see a star in the
center of the ceiling,” she

said. “I had to draw it out for
my kids. They couldn’t see
what I was talking about. I
wanted something in the
store that caused people to
look up, and that’s exactly
what they do.”

The multi-colored, one-
dimensional geometric star
Barb imagined covers five to
six feet of the center of the
ceiling. She wasn’t able to
help with the work, which
took place on scaffolding, but

said the final result perfect-
ly illustrates her idea.

“I don’t know what I’d do
without my family’s help,”
she said. “They took care of
all of that. They did the
majority of the work on the
building and they’re always
helping with something.
Everybody just pulls togeth-
er and each one has their
own talent. It’s invaluable.”

Visitors to Heart Whispers
find that creativity spills out
of the shop and into the sur-
rounding landscape. The
quaint, inviting building sits
at the end of an aged brick
walkway and some larger
crafted items are placed out-
side for special sale dates.
Creative handiwork that
reflects the flavor of the coun-
try and the crafters fills every
nook and cranny inside.

“Mom has the ability to
look at something ordinary
and envision something
beautiful,” daughter Wendy
Sathe said. “Sometimes she’ll
pick up something and the
rest of us will wonder what
on earth she wants to do with
it. The first thing we know
she’s made something that’s
a keepsake.”

Unusual items such as
used mattress pads and old
suitcases are just some of the
“stuff ” that Barb usually
begins with.

“My husband used to give
me a hard time when I
embroidered quaint sayings
on the mattress pads,” Barb
said. “He couldn’t imagine
how I would use them. But
when they were framed with
barn wood, they became one

of my most popular items. I
don’t know how many I made
and sold. Too many to count.”

Barb is skilled with the
drill, glue gun, sewing
machine and other tools of
the craft trade. Because of
her ability to see value in
nearly every type of item, she
purchases very little in order
to create her crafts.

“One thing that really
helps is all the wonderful
people who bring me things I
can use,” she said. “I’ve come
home and found boxes full of
cloth, trinkets, and old trunk
and other items that people

thought maybe I’d be able to
use. When people ask me if
I’d like items they can’t use I
tell them I’ll be happy to take
them. What I can’t use I pass
on or take to the Goodwill
store. Very little ever goes
into my garbage can.”

Barb is open anytime she’s
home. She advises shoppers
to call before they come out.

“I don’t drive so I’m home
a lot,” she said. “That gives
me time to work on the crafts
and do what I’ve always
enjoyed.”

Heart Whispers can be
reached by calling 267-2369.
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Right Skills. Right Here. Right Now.
Right Here...

When you need surgery – there are plenty of choices. The 

BEST choice is close and convenient for you and your family. 

Choose to have the experienced surgical team led by Dr. 

Fernando Escobar at Sanford Hospital Vermillion care for you.

The surgical staff takes pride in the concept of “our family 

caring for yours.” When you choose Sanford Hospital 

Vermillion – you receive personal, one-on-one care from a 

knowledgeable and compassionate team of medical providers.

Talk to your physician about the option to have

your surgery at Sanford Hospital Vermillion.

610-12400-0215  4/09

College of Fine Arts • Department of Music

Friday, December 4, 2009 • 7:30 p.m.
Colton Recital Hall

The Warren M. Lee Center for the Fine Arts

A20317

The University of South Dakota
College of Fine Arts Department of Music

presents

The USD Symphony Orchestra
with Dr. Jonathan Alvis, Trombone

Free Admission

Hebda 
Family 
Produce

665-2806
2 mi. west of Mission Hill

on 444th Ave. near Yankton

Visit us at our...
 Farm Market

 for tasteful 
 gifts!

Monday-Saturday
10am-5:30pm or 

www.garritys.com

Watch for us at the 
Yankton Mall beginning 
November 30th!
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The ‘Whisper’
Of A Dream

Volin Woman Brings Craft Shop To Life 

PHOTO: LORETTA SORENSEN
Potpourri pies are one of the unique items available at Heart Whispers, the country crafts shop just
west of Volin that Barb Schnider and her family have developed over the past four years.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
These four Gayville-Volin students have been selected for the
South Dakota All-State Choir. They are, from left: Bailey
Gullikson, senior, soprano, three-time All-State Choir delegate;
Zach Engen, freshman, bass; Ally Petrik, senior, alto, three-time
All-State Choir Delegate; and Michael Blassl, freshman, tenor.

ALL-STATERS

PHOTO: LORETTA SORENSEN
All items in Heart Whispers are hand made and home made by Barb
Schnider and/or her family members. For their annual open house
the weekend prior to Thanksgiving, they offered a wide variety of
food items, holiday decorations and country crafts.
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