
Ten students from The
University of South Dakota
traveled to Minneapolis, MN,
on behalf of the Center for
Academic Engagement to
assist organizations dedicat-
ed to alleviating homeless-
ness.

Through various group
activities and reflections dur-
ing the service-learning trip,
students learned about the
need for affordable housing
locally and nationally.

“This trip was a great
experience. It was a concrete
way to look at issues dis-
cussed in school, such as
poverty and homelessness,”
said Joseph Mattson, a stu-
dent from Sioux Falls.

USD students worked in
Chaska, MN, with Habitat
for Humanity. An interna-
tional organization operat-
ing in more than 90 coun-
tries, Habitat for Humanity
provides homeowners with
an opportunity to purchase a
home at cost with no interest
added to their mortgage.
While working in Chaska,
students added the finishing
touches to four houses where
they also had an opportunity
to work alongside one of the
future homeowners.

Before returning to cam-
pus, students worked at Fam-
ilies Moving Forward, a tem-
porary shelter in North Min-
neapolis. Students donated
time by cleaning, moving fur-
niture, picking up garbage
and landscaping. The shel-
ter is funded by private dona-
tions and partnering congre-
gations.

“This experience in the

Twin Cities really changed
my outlook on homelessness,”
added Kayla Frank, also of
Sioux Falls. “I was very sur-
prised to see all the help that
goes toward that cause.”

Student volunteers for
CAE were Toni Barrera of
Fremont, NE, Jen Bodah and

Justin Kloster of Brandon,
Jes Colburn of Aurora, NE,
Thomas Emanuel of Dead-
wood, Jen Gieselman of Sioux
City, IA, Martha Nickerson
of St. Paul, MN, Katie Raker
of Grand Forks, ND, and
Frank and Mattson.

“A big saying among Chi-
nese students these days is,
‘We are the world’s factory,’”
he said. “If you visit China,
you certainly get a feel for
that.”

Currently, industry consists
of approximately 49 percent
of China’s gross domestic prod-
uct, followed by service indus-
tries at 40 percent and agri-
culture at 11 percent.

However, Dr. Xuejun Wang,
a professor with the Division of
Biomedical Sciences with the
Sanford School of Medicine in
Sioux Falls,pointed out that 80
percent of China’s population
is made up of farmers. Conse-
quently, the majority of the
population will be associated
with the nation’s major growth
industries.

Compared with the farm-
ers in China, “farmers here
are rich,” Wang said.

Additionally, Dr. Kaiya Liu,
assistant professor of market-
ing, said that for China to grow
the way its leaders want it to,
it is “going to need a lot of
resources, and China does not
have all those resources.”

This could lead to problems
with the United States, one of
which could be its relationship
with Iran, which it relies on
for oil.

In other areas, though,
China is becoming more pro-
gressive, Liu said.

“In the last year, China has
really decided to go green,” he
said. “Of course, China is still

the number-one greenhouse
gas emitter. It’s still the most
polluted country, but China’s
leadership has sort of come to
a realization that China needs
to go green. Otherwise their
economic development won’t
be sustained.”

One area in which China is
still falling behind is how
women are treated.

Dr. Lucy Dai, assistant pro-
fessor of courtship and mar-
riage, and criminology, said
there is a still a disparity
between how women in urban
and rural settings are treat-
ed.

She said that while domes-
tic violence remains a large
issue in rural areas, women in
cities suffer from a “glass ceil-
ing effect” in relation to their
wages.

The devaluation of women
relates partially to China’s
“one-child policy,” which dic-
tates that couples in urban
areas can only have one baby.

Rural parents are allowed two.
This has led to some issues

with parents who find they are
expecting daughters rather
than sons.

“It is now illegal for the doc-
tors to tell the couple the gen-
der of their baby,” Dai said.
“Some couples choose to have
an abortion. If they have a
baby daughter, they just choose
to have an abortion. If they
have a baby boy, they will keep
that baby.”

Liu said learning more
about China could be beneficial
for students in the future.

“I think it’s good for you to
pay attention to what’s hap-
pening in China, because
you’re going to be competing
with students from there,” he
said.“Learn some Chinese cul-
ture, some Chinese language.
That will offer you a competi-
tive advantage.”

The forum was sponsored
by the Beacom School of Busi-
ness.

www.plaintalk.net VARIETY Vermillion Plain Talk • November 27 • 2009 • 9

 Season Tickets…  ONLY $175
(includes both Men’s & Women’s home games)

Mini Season Ticket 
Packages ONLY $59

Call (605) 677-5959 
or visit www.usdcoyotes.com for ticket information.

Get your seat to USD Coyote basketball TODAY!

Thanksgiving Weekend Hoops
Coyote Men vs. Dana
Saturday, November 28th

3:00PM Tipoff • DakotaDome

Coyote Men Vs. 
Midland Lutheran
Sunday, November 29th

3:00PM Tipoff • DakotaDome

• Do you like a flexible schedule?
• Are you looking for some consistent 
and/or supplemental income?

• Do you enjoy helping and supporting 
  people?
• Are you passionate about helping others 
  succeed?

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, 
 then SESDAC, Inc. is the place for you!

WE HAVE IMMEDIATE OPENINGS FOR 
VARIOUS SHIFTS – FULL-TIME and/or

PART-TIME. THESE INCLUDE DAY, NIGHT
and/or OVERNIGHT SHIFTS.

  We are looking for individuals who can support the people we serve in their 
homes and in the community. SESDAC serves over 70 adults with 
developmental disabilities in the Vermillion area.
  You must have proven communication skills, great attitude, computer use 
capabilities, and flexibility. 
  Primary duties include: providing support to the individuals regarding 
personal finances, direct support, current and long range support plans, 
medication administration, recreational activities, etc. We offer a great 
benefits package including paid health and dental insurance, matching 401K 
plan, generous personal and sick leave and a great family-oriented 
 organization.
  If interested, please complete an application at SESDAC, Inc. at 1314 E. 
Cherry, Vermillion, SD 57069.
SESDAC, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer and fully subscribes to the principles of 
Equal Employment Opportunity. SESDAC, Inc. has adopted an Affirmative Action 
Program to ensure that all applicants and employees are considered for hire, promotion 
and job status, without regard to race, color, creed, sexual orientation, national origin, 
age, disability, marital status, or membership in an organization.

Direct Support 
Professional Openings 

at SESDAC, Inc .
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it meets Highway 50.The por-
tion of Cherry Street complet-
ed in that phase has five lanes
with the center lane becom-
ing a turn lane.

In phase two, which was
begun in March, workers
began where they left off from
phase one, reconstructing the
street from the end of phase
one's improvement's west to
Cottage Street. It  consists of
three lanes with the center
lane designated as a turn lane.

Yankton Area Engineer for
the Department of Trans-
portation Ron Peterson said
the Cherry Street work was
necessary because its concrete
surface has reached the end
of its usable life. Cherry Street
was constructed in 1952. The
last time it was improved was
1980.

“The drainage system, the
storm sewer system also was
in poor condition,”he said,“and
the city itself has water and
sewer improvements along the
street that needed to be done.
Pedestrian issues through the
campus of USD with the var-
ious intersections were also
addressed as part of this proj-
ect to improve the safety and

the movement of the students.”
Lighting and traffic signals

along Cherry Street have also
been upgraded to new stan-
dards. “There are just quite a
number of things that enhance
the mobility of the motorists
and pedestrians,and improves
the overall safety of the corri-
dor.”

Turning lanes were added
at Cherry Street's intersec-
tions with Dakota, Pine, Plum
and Princeton streets. “Plus
the addition of a left turn lane
all the way through is an over-
all safety enhancement,”Peter-
son said.

The total price tag for the
South Dakota Department of
Transportation project is just
under $10 million. Major con-
tractor for the project was D &
G Concrete from Sioux Falls.

Motorists who pass through
Vermillion have gotten used
to taking detours and dodging
construction work for much of
the past two years.

It will probably be at least
20 years before workers will
have to return to the street to
complete minor repairs and
maintenance work to the
street.

“I think our contractor and
our subcontractors did a very
good, quality project,” Peter-
son said. “From all of our test-
ing and inspection and moni-
toring of the work, we feel
we've got a very high quality
project here in Vermillion that
should give an exceptional
service life. We would hope to
see 50 years from that work
before any major reconstruc-
tion will have to be done
again.”

He praised the citizens of
Vermillion for being patient
with workers as they battled
weather delays and were
forced to re-route traffic to
complete all of the improve-
ments to the street during the
past two years.

“Everybody has been really
good to work with,” Peterson
said. “There were a few rocks
in the road here and there, but
that's common to work with
during any construction proj-
ect. The folks of Vermillion
have been very accommodat-
ing, very friendly, the students
and the city personnel have
been very helpful, and the
DOT is grateful for all of that.”
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By Keith L. Zanter
Clay County FSA Office

Vermillion, 624-7060 Ext. 2

2010 DCP Signup & the ACRE Option
Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-

cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will
continue through June 1, 2010. USDA com-
putes DCP Program payments using base acres
and payment yields established for each farm.
Eligible producers receive direct payments at
rates established by statute regardless of mar-
ket prices. For 2010, eligible producers may
request to receive advance direct payments
based on 22 percent of the direct payment.
USDA will issue advance direct payments
beginning Dec. 1.

Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depend-
ing on market prices. Counter-cyclical pay-
ments are issued only when the effective price
for a commodity is below its target price. The
effective price is the higher of the national
average market price received during the 12-
month marketing year for each covered com-
modity and the national average loan rate for
a marketing assistance loan for the covered
commodity.

The optional ACRE Program provides a
safety net based on state revenue losses and
acts in place of the price-based safety net of
counter-cyclical payments under DCP.A farm's
payment is based on a revenue guarantee cal-
culated using a 5-year average state yield and
the most recent two-year national price for
each eligible commodity. For 2010, the two-
year price average will be based on the 2008 and
2009 crop years.

An ACRE payment is issued when both the
state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss.
The payment is based on 83.3 percent (85 per-
cent in 2012) of the farm's planted acres times
the difference between the State ACRE guar-
antee and the state revenue times the ratio of
the farm's yield divided by the state expected
yield. The total number of planted acres for
which a producer may receive ACRE payments
may not exceed the total base on the farm.

In exchange for participating in ACRE, in
addition to not receiving counter-cyclical pay-
ments, a farm's direct payment is reduced by
20 percent, and marketing assistance loan
rates are reduced by 30 percent. The decision
to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevocable.
The owner of the farm and all producers on the
farm must agree to enroll in ACRE. Once
enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that
initial crop year and will remain in ACRE
through the 2012 crop year. The June 1, 2010,
deadline is mandatory for all participants.
USDA will not accept any late-filed applications.

Selling Land
If you’re planning to sell farmland, there

may be some program consequences you should
be aware of. For example, if you’re planning to
sell land that’s enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program, the buyer must agree to con-
tinue the enrollment. If the buyer doesn’t want
to continue the CRP contract, you might have
to refund all of the payments you’ve received to
date. Reviewing program implications with
your local Farm Service Agency staff before
completing a sale of farmland is always a pru-
dent precaution.

The University of South
Dakota, through the South
Dakota Space Grant Consor-
tium (SDSGC), has been
selected as a recipient of a
Consortium Development
Competition award from
NASA.

The University of South
Dakota will receive a one-
year grant of $126,175
through this award, which
totals $194,742, to help fund
the Deep Underground Sci-
ence and Engineering Labo-
ratory (DUSEL) exploration
of the Earth’s interior. Other
state institutions to receive
Consortium Development
Competition award funding
are Dakota State Universi-
ty, Oglala Lakota College,
Black Hills State Universi-
ty and the South Dakota
School of Mines and Tech-

nology. SDSGC is located at
the South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology and
includes institutional mem-
bers and educational affili-
ates from institutions across
the state.

Dongming Mei, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of physics
at USD, is the principal
investigator and lead tech-
nical director of this project,
which is to foster increased
involvement of NASA in
DUSEL research through
establishment of a “NASA-
DUSEL Research Center for
Probing the Earth’s Interi-
or.”

The focus of this one-year
project is a 10-week summer
research experience at
DUSEL and six collaborat-
ing institutions within the
consortium for 15 under-

graduate students. Students
selected for research will be
mentored by faculty mem-
bers from six SDSGC affili-
ates, postdoctoral
researchers, and graduate
students. Additionally, the
research project will be open
to undergraduates from all
SDSGC affiliates, with tar-
geted recruiting of women
and minorities, requiring a
series of lectures to upon
completion of the research
activities and training. A fol-
low-up outcome to the one-
year project will be a pro-
posal to the National Science
Foundation to establish a
Research Experience for
Undergraduates (REU) Site
project at DUSEL that will
sustain the research and
training impact for addition-
al years.

USD, SDSGC recipients of
NASA grant to aid DUSEL 
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