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Meet Cindy Aden

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

It won’t be long before Cynthia Aden (she prefers to
be called Cindy) celebrates one year on the job as Clay
County’s planning and zoning, welfare, and veteran’s
officer.

Cindy, he grew up in the
Vermillion area, and she and her
husband, John Aden, live on her
family’s farm located near the old
Greenfield village in Clay
County.

“That’s where I grew up - on
that farm,” she said.

Cindy took over this multi-
faceted job when her predecessor,
Ray Hofman, was elected Clay
County’s register of deeds last
November. Ray began his current
job in January of this year; Cindy
began learning the various roles
of the county planning and
zoning, welfare, and veteran’s
officer by working with Ray last
Nov. 22.

She is glad her office is just
across the hallway from Ray’s.

“I take full advantage of that,”
she said, referring to the help he
has provided this last year. “I was
fortunate, when I started, that in November and
December, especially in the planning and zoning area,
there’s not much activity. I had an opportunity to work
my way into it instead of having to hit the ground and
work my way into it.”

One must be a military veteran to serve as the
county’s veterans service officer. “I was in the Army
for three years. A lot of what I do is help local veterans
navigate the system. The Veterans Administration is
very complex, and so I'll help them fill out paperwork,
or at least find the correct paperwork,” Cindy said. “I
can talk to the veteran and at least get some idea about
what benefits might be available to that person, and
then help them go about and get those benefits”

Her role as the county’s zoning officer has also kept

with that.”

“And because | grew up here, |
know a lot of the people walking
through my door. These are friends
and neighbors and friends of my par-
ents, and people of my age, too. A lot
of what we are doing now is helping
Vietnam-era vets. Those are my folks,
and that's fun. There is always some-
thing new; the VA is changing all of the
time, so we have to always keep up

CINDY ADEN

her busy this past year.

“We have some exciting things going on in that part
of the job. We are getting toward the end of working
out a joint jurisdiction change with the city of
Vermillion,” Cindy said. “We’re almost there, and we’re
re-doing our ordinances for that. It’s getting exciting”

Having the ability to help
local veterans, she said, is a
source of great satisfaction.

“And because I grew up here, I
know a lot of the people walking
through my door,” Cindy said.
“These are friends and neighbors
and friends of my parents, and
people of my age, too. A lot of
what we are doing now is helping
Vietnam-era vets. Those are my
folks, and that’s fun. There is
always something new; the VA is
changing all of the time, so we
have to always keep up with that.

“But I'm really, truly enjoying
the planning and zoning part (of
the job) as well,” she added.
“That was something I really
didn’t know anything about until
I took the job, and it’s been
really, really interesting to learn
how that can impact the
community if you have proper
planning for the growth of the
community. You can really do
good things for the citizens, and keep the communities
and the county itself moving in the right direction.”

Cindy works in a very unique atmosphere. The
walls of her office are lined with rows and rows of
photos of Clay County veterans. Dave Wherry, a
former veterans officer, began the unique décor nearly
a decade ago. He requested that local veterans, or the
family members of Clay County vets, bring in photos.

Currently, Cindy’s office is home to nearly 780
photos - too many to all fit on the walls. An office
divider is now in place to provide extra space to
display all of the framed pictures.

“I'm about out of room, but that’s a good problem to
have,” she said.
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James Heating & Cooling
“Quality Service with Reasonable Prices.”
“Serving the Vermillion Area Since 1993”

Vermillion, SD 57069 e 605-624-9140

Our Services Include:
e Furnace and A/C Replacement/Repair
* Hot Water Boiler Replace and Repair

e Air Duct Cleaning
e Window Replacements

¢ In Floor Heating Systems
Licensed & Insured e Call for a FREE Estimate

After-Harvest
Combine Inspection

Sign up before January 1st, 2012

FREE HAULING

Within 40 miles of dealership

FREE INSPECTION

Labor to install Parts and perform repairs additional
Our Service Department will Inspect your:
v/ Separating Systems
/' Augering Systems
v/ Fan Systems
v/ Belts & Chains - Drive Shafts
v All Engine Fluids & Lights

Don’t Pay until Spring! With JDF Financial.
Ask our Service Managers for more details

Freeman - Chris Schenkel - Ph: 605.925.4241
Wagner - John Koehne - Ph: 605.384.4580
Yankton - Russ Becker - Ph: 605.665.3762

Have your Combine Inspected and Repaired and
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JOHN DEERE

Don’t miss our Net Wrap Sale going on
NOW through the end of December!!!
www.deerequipment.com - Fred Haar Company is a div of C & B Operations, LLC
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NAME: CINDY ADEN

OCCUPATION:

CLAY COUNTY

PLANNING & ZONING, WELFARE
AND VETERAN'S OFFICER

SPOUSE: JOHN ADEN

HOMETOWN: VERMILLION
(SHE CURRENTLY LIVES ON HER

FAMILY FARM

COUNTY.)

® 29 Guage Steel

e Cut to length from 1"- 60 ft.

® 40-year paint warranty

NEAR
GREENFIELD VILLAGE

DAKOTA STEEL INC.

Canton, SD
4 4 ¢ STEEL FACTORY + 4+ ¢+

e High Quality 100,000 P.S.I. Tensile Strength

® .0155 mill thickness before paint
® .017 mill nominal thickness after paint

Call for Prices.
“We Roll Our Own Steel For You We'll Roll You a Deal”

THE OLD
IN CLAY

Bottom Dollar * Factory Direct * Wholesale Prices

Post Frame Building Packages or Steel Sheeting

605-987-9080 » 605-987-4306 fax

[

Patricia Curry: 605-661-2860
Andy Curry: 605-261-1202
Archie Dunham: 605-366-4625

Also see us at

1704 Arnold Palmer Lane $219, 900
PRICE REDUCED‘ t

1806 Jack Nicklaus — $209,900
A} 5 BR 3 baths, master

with bath, slider from
"W dining to cedar bi-level
., deck, fenced yard.|
Heated and cooled
. garage.

C O M P A N Y
www.dunhamcompany.com

Siouxlandhomes.com

”i E ] l Virtual Tours

1804 Jack Nlcklaus $208,000
2 BR, 3 baths, multi-level
home, slider from lofted living]|
room to cedar deck, master|
w/bath & huge walk-in closet.
=  Lower level family room. Triple

- car garage. Extra storage, extra
clean.

403 E. Pleasant St. — $32,000

NEW |_|$T|NG i 1 bed, 1 full bath, main floor

W laundry, kitchen appliances
5 stay. New plumbing, updated
furnace. Single car attached.
Huge back yard with alley
access.

n &
lower el \y oo w/builting 1
wired for ind/projector. A must see.

10% DISCOUNT

COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES/
RESIDENTAL LOTS IN ELK POINT




