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Through the end of
the year, visitors to
USD’s I.D. Weeks
Library will be able to
get an up-close look at
one of the darkest eras
of modern history.

That’s because until
Jan. 6, 2013, a portion

of the library’s second
floor will be home to
“Deadly Medicine:
Creating the Master
Race,” a traveling
exhibit from the United
States Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

The exhibit explains
how Nazi leaders used
science to legitimize
persecution, murder

and genocide.
“It’s about eugenics,

experimentation and
ethical considerations,”
explained Danielle
Loftus, technology/fine
arts librarian.

The exhibit is
located past the main
stairway on the west
side of the library. It
consists panels which
display a combination
of photographs, videos,
posters, documents and
other printed material.

“I really respect the
way they present these
images,” Loftus said.
“It’s for all levels of
people. (But) because
of the subject matter,
you might not want to
bring your five-year-
old, because some of
the videos and some of
the images might be a
little disturbing.

“But anybody of any
level can understand
the information,” she
said.

Loftus added that
while some of the
content is intense, it
doesn’t “hit the viewer
over the head.”

“Deadly Medicine”
came to USD as a result

of an application filled
out by Loftus, and is
one of several traveling
exhibits from the
Holocaust museum.

“This is the one that
I thought would be
interesting for our
population,” she said. 

The exhibit arrived
at USD on Friday, Oct.
19, from its previous
location at the National
WWII Museum in New
Orleans.

“It was in a big
trailer, and it took us
about two hours to
unload,” Loftus said.

The trailer was filled
with approximately 70
containers that
contained the various
components of the
exhibit – all of which
took about 12 to 16
hours to install.

“It’s very wonderful
the way they’ve
invested in beautiful
materials to install
these things,” Loftus
said. “I’m really
impressed with the
Holocaust museum’s
curriculum tools that
they have on their Web

site, too. …
“We didn’t have to

do anything from
scratch,” she said.
“They are very well-
researched, and they’ve
very supportive of all
levels of interest.”

“Deadly Medicine”
already has attracted a
fair amount of interest
since it was put on
display Oct. 25.

“One of the staff
members that works in
the archives has come
down to photograph
this in the past couple
of days, and every time
that we’re down here
we see people walking
around,” she said.

A number of area
schools and other
groups have made
plans to visit, as well.

“We’ve got lots and
lots of interest,” Loftus
said.

For more
information about
“Deadly Medicine,”
visit
http://blogs.usd.edu/lib
rary/entry/university_li
braries_to_host_u. 

Loftus helped bring traveling
exhibit to I.D. Weeks Library
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A USD student walks
through “Deadly
Medicine: Creating
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traveling exhibit from
the United States
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I.D. Weeks Library
through Jan. 6, 2013.
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