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Leibiger presents ‘Of Foxes

and Poisonous Mushrooms’
Spotlight

By Travis Gulbrandson

travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.net

library.

her talk, Leibiger
examined two
notorious children’s
books and discussed
the negative
stereotypes they
perpetuated.

“Their content is
disturbing, and their
intent unmistakable. ...

Anti-Semitic
propaganda was
utilized by the Nazis
prior to and during the
Holocaust, and last
week, visitors to I.D.
Weeks Library had the
opportunity to see for
themselves how the

During the course of

group used it to
indoctrinate Germany’s
youngest citizens.

On Nov. 6 and Nov.
8, Carol A. Leibiger,
Ph.D., associate
professor, University
Libraries, gave the
presentation, “Of Foxes

These children’s books
were cultural products
that both represent and
seek to influence — even
determine — their
context,” Leibiger said.
The books in
question were mailed
to Leibiger’s father in

and Poisonous
Mushrooms: Julius
Streicher and German
Children’s Literature in
Support of National
Socialist Racialist
Politics.”

The lecture was
made possible by a
grant from the South
Dakota Humanities
Council, and ran in
conjunction with
“Deadly Medicine:
Creating the Master
Race,” a traveling
exhibit from the United
States Holocaust
Memorial Museum
now on display at the

New York by his
German grandmother
as a birthday present in
1938.

While his parents
did not give them to
him, he discovered
them when he settled
his father’s estate in
1981. Leibiger herself
engaged with them the
first time only when
she was preparing her
lecture, she said.

“I wondered what
their affect on my
father might have been
had he been exposed to
their content,” she said.

Both books feature
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“unmistakable negative
Jewish images on the
covers,” she said.

On one, Jewish
people are associated
with animals such as
wolves and foxes, while
the other features a
mushroom with a
stereotypical Jewish
face and a Star of
David.

Both were published
by Nazi Julius
Streicher, most famous
for his newspaper, Der
Stiirmer, which he
founded in 1923 to
support the Nazi Party.

“It remained a
highly popular right-
wing news organ until
1945, with a circulation
of nearly 500,000,
Leibiger said. “Special
issues on such topics as
Jewish ritual murder

had circulations as
high as 2 million.”

However, even more
people than this are
estimated to have read
the publication, as it
was on display in

Streicher was labeled
the ‘national
pornographer,” she
said.

The main idea of the
books presented by

guarded, glassed-in
bulletin boards in
many German towns
and cities, she said.

The primary focus
of the paper was
scandals involving
Jews, caricatures
showing the worst
possible images of Jews
and the names of
Germans who
“collaborated” with
Jews.

There also was a
strong pornographic
component, Leibiger
said.

“So racy was the
sexual content that

Leibiger was to teach
children how to
identify Jews and
equate them with all
things evil.

by 18-year-old
preschool teacher
Thodolinde “Elvira”
Bauer, with a title that
translates as “Don’t
Trust a Fox on the
Green Heath, or a Jew
on his Oath.”

The title itself is a
reference to a poem by
Martin Luther that
appeared in his book,
“Of the Jews and Their
Lies,” Leibiger said.

The first was written
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“The book consists
of poems and
illustrations on facing
pages,” she said. “The
illustrations are
brightly-colored and
simply drawn. Red type
accentuates the
important words. If
one reads only these
words, one readily
understands the
message of the book.”

Two of the red-
printed words are
“Jew” and “devil.”

“The book describes
Jews as evil, lazy and
devious, with physical
attributes that reflect
their inferior position
among the world’s
races,” Leibiger said.

By contrast,
Germans are all
portrayed as honest,
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2011 Buick LuCerne CX, P/seats, 17K

2010 Buick LuCerne CXL, White Diamond, one owner, 56K
2008 Buick LuCerne CXL, Black, heated seats, 48K....

2006 Buick LuCerne CXL, V8, Silver, 74K

2006 Buick LuCerne CXL, heated seats, one owner, 93K

2002 Buick LeSabre Limited, one owner, 76K,...

2001 Buick Park Avenue, leather, 167K

1990 Buick Riviera, leather, one owner, 148K

2006 Cadillac DTS, local trade in, we sold new, 140K..

2012 Chevrolet Malibu LT, 4 cylinder, 19K

2012 Chevrolet Impala LTZ, black, leather, 13K....

2011 Chevrolet Cruze LT, 4 cylinder, P/windows/locks, cruise, 12K.
2011 Chevrolet Impala LT, cloth, 23K

2010 Chevrolet Malibu LT, one owner, 18K

2008 Chevrolet Cobalt LT, one owner, we sold new, 40K

2004 Chevrolet Impala, 3.4L V6, auto, local trade in, 132K
2005 Chevrolet Malibu, 4 cylinder, one owner, we sold new, 149K,..
2006 Chevrolet Monte Carlo, 2 Dr., V6, auto, 95K
2003 Ford Taurus SES, 145K

1998 Ford Taurus SE, local trade in, 125K..

2000 Mercury Grand Marquis, V8, 138K

2004 Oldsmobile Alero GLS, leather, 132K

1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme, SL, 2 Dr, 95K

2010 Chevrolet Tahoe LT, heated seats, 8 passenger seating, 19K

2009 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD, LTZ, 6.0L V8, heated seats, local trade in,

2008 Chevrolet HHR, chrome pkg, sunroof, 26K

2008 Chevrolet Silverado 1500, Ext Cab, short box, 4x4, local trade in, we sold new, 58K

2005 Chevrolet Colorado, Crew Cab, 4x4, local trade in, 95K
2005 Chevrolet Equinox LS, All wheel drive, one owner, 78K

2005 Chevrolet Tahoe LT, 7 passenger seating, heated seats, local trade in, 150K

2004 Chevrolet Avalanche LS, 4x4, local trade in, 59K...
2004 Chevrolet Blazer LT, 4x4, 4.3L V6, auto, 106K
2004 Chevrolet S10 Crew Cab, 4x4, 4.3L V6, 55K

....$36,995
.$38,995
.$13,995
.$19,995
.$12,995
.$10,995
.$12,995

2004 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD, Crew Cab, short box, 4x4, 6.6L V8, Diesel, one owner, 170K..

2002 Chevrolet Silverado 1500, LS, Ext Cab, short box, 4x4, 152K
1998 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton, Ext Cab, short box 2WD, 382K

1995 Chevrolet Blazer LS, 4x4, 4 Dr., cloth, 138K

1994 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton, Ext Cab, short box, 2WD, 200K...

1994 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton, Ext Cab, short box, 4x4, local trade in, 137K
2008 Dodge Grand Caravan, swivel & stow, V6, local trade in, 95K
2005 Dodge Grand Caravan, Stow & Go, V6, one owner, 58K
2005 Ford Escape XLT, 4x4, 4 cylinder, auto, 140K

2005 Ford Freestar, leather, local one owner, 105K.

2004 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4, 8 passenger seating, 177K

1997 Ford F150 XLT, Ext Cab, short box, 4x4, 127K

2011 GMC Sierra 2500 HD, Reg Cab, long box, 4x4, 6.6L V8, diesel Work Truck, one owner, 26K..

1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme SL, 4 Dr, 135K..

2009 Pontiac G6, 4 Dr., 4 cylinder, 50K

2004 Pontiac Grand Prix GTR 3800 V6, leather, sunroof, 89K.
2006 Volkswagen Jetta, 4 cylinder, leather, 112K

TRUCKS/SUV’S/VANS

2009 Buick Enclave CXL, All wheel drive, heated leather seats, 29K

2006 Buick Terraza CXL, All wheel drive, heated seats, DVD, 89K

2012 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab, short box, 4x4, chrome package, p/seats, 3K
2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab, short box, 4x4, one owner, 10K

2010 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ, 4x4, heated leather, navigation, one owner, 20K

2011 GMC Terrain SLT, All wheel drive, 4 cylinder, auto, leather, we sold new, 19K...

2010 GMC Terrain SLT, All wheel drive, 4 cylinder, auto, leather, navigation, 20K..

2009 GMC Acadia, SLE, All wheel drive, 8 passenger seating, 24K

2009 GMC Sierra 1500, EXT Cab, short box, 4x4, chrome pkg, one owner, 29K

2005 GMC Envoy XLT, 4200 16, auto, 7 passenger seating, local one owner, we sold new, 86K...
2005 GMC Sierra 1500 HD LT, 4x4, Crew Cab, short box, heated seats, aluminum wheels, 127K..
2005 GMC Sierra 2500 HD LT, Crew Cab, short box, 4x4, lift kit, heated seats, 78K

2000 GMC Sierra 1500, Reg Cab, long box, 4x4, 5.3L V8, auto, 163K

2000 GMC Yukon SLT, 4x4, 5.3L V8, auto, 5 passenger seating, 170K.

2009 Jeep Commander Sport, 4x4, 4 Dr., V6, auto, 8 passenger seating, 78K.

2003 Jeep Grand Cherokee, Laredo, 4x4, V6, Auto, 87K...
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