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{ }Board Certified  
Obstetrician/Gynecologist,

Jill F. Sternquist, MD

Welcoming 
new

patients.

REGULAR
CLINIC HOURS
Monday – Friday
8:00AM to 5:00PM

 
 
Monday – Friday
5:00PM to 9:00PM

Please call 605-624-8643 to  
schedule your appointment today!
Most insurances accepted, including Medicare and Medicaid.

 

www.VermillionMedicalClinic.com

CLINIC PHYSICIANS 

PEDIATRICS
Matthew Krell,  

MD, FAAP*

FAMILY  
MEDICINE

William  
Dendinger, MD*

FAMILY  
MEDICINE

Charles  
Yelverton, MD*

FAMILY  
MEDICINE

Michelle Chaussee, 
MPAS, PA-C

FAMILY  
MEDICINE
Amy Fluit, 

MPAS, PA-C

*Board Certified   

   AUDIOLOGY
Jason R. Howe, M S,  
FAAA, CCC-A
Nov. 4, 11, 13, 18, 20 & 25  
DERMATOLOGY
James W. Young, DO, FAOCD*
November 13 & 20
EAR, NOSE & THROAT
Patrick J. Collison, MD, FACS*
November 4, 11, 18 & 25
GENERAL SURGERY
Jesse L. Kampshoff, MD*
November 3 & 17
NEPHROLOGY
Byron S. Nielsen, MD*
November 6

OBSTETRICS / GYNECOLOGY
Curtis M. Adams, MD*
November 7, 14 & 21
Jill F. Sternquist, MD, FACOG*
November 5, 12, 19 & 26
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
Jeremy Kudera, MD, ABOS*
November 10 & 24
PULMONOLOGY
Lori A. Hansen, MD,  
FACP, FACCP*
November 20
RHEUMATOLOGY
Leann Bassing, MD*
November 18
UROLOGY
George Fournier, Jr.,  
MD, FACS*
November 7 & 21

NOV. VISITING  
SPECIALISTS

Contribute an American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) “Buddy Bas-
ket” (filled with household items), a single household or hy-
giene item, winter apparel, shopping gift cards, or monetary
donation through January 10th, 2015. South Dakota Drop-
Off Locations: Vermillion– The Broadcaster/Plain Talk 201 W
Cherry Street or Main Street Center 320 West Main Street;
Sioux Falls – Berakhah House 400 N Western Avenue; Rapid
City –The Cornerstone Rescue Mission 30 Main Street; Hot
Springs, The Veterans Town –RadioShack® 204 S Chicago
Street; Pierre – Hughes County Courthouse Basement 104 E
Capitol Avenue (Supported by Pierre Elks Lodge # 1953);
AdditionalLocations/Information: Email
Autumn.Simunek@gmail.com. Monetary Donations can be
mailed to: ATTN: VETS RELIEF DRIVE South Dakota Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary P.O. Box 1819 Sioux Falls, SD 57101
(Specify Unit #), or South Dakota Operation: Military Kids
SDSU West River AG Center 1905 Plaza Blvd. Rapid City, SD
57702 (SD Central Funds Office). Please join the Department
of South Dakota American Legion Auxiliary and Autumn
Simunek, (above) Miss Oahe and partners in providing a
comfortable Holiday Season to our Veterans and military
families in need throughout South Dakota.

Veteran Holiday Relief Drive –
benefiting homeless and at-risk
Veterans and Military Families

By Thomas Hatzenbuhler
For the Plain Talk

 For 24 years, the Vermillion Arts
Council has been hosting a unique
event fusing the savory flavors of
homemade chili and the soulful
tones of blues music. The event has
been largely successful over its long
history, but recent scheduling
changes have made the event more
popular and better attended than
ever.

 “This is the 24th Annual Chili
Blues,” said Michele Mechling, the
coordinator of the event. “We used to
do Chili Blues during Dakota Days,
so people would go to the game, go
to the parade and come here. It was
always full and always red. But
tailgating and the parade have
changed and that caused poor
attendance. Last year, we starting
doing the event in November, which
has been a very good idea.”

Indeed, mother nature seemed to
conspire with the decision made by
the Vermillion Arts Council to move
the event to November. 

A mixture of an early sunset, due
to Daylight Savings Time, blustery
winter-like weather and the allure of
warm, hearty chili and libations
brought an over-capacity crowd to
the Washington Street Arts Center on
Thursday. 

And while it is true that the
ebbing and flowing crowd consisted
of many Vermillion residents, it is
also true that USD students joined in
record numbers. 

“The chili was obviously really
good,” said Byron Banasiak, a USD
student attending the event. “My
favorites were the Five O’Clock
Flamethrower chili, probably, or the
Mild but Wild chili. I’ve been coming
to the Chili Blues event since I was
two or five. This is probably the
biggest Chili Blues event I’ve ever
seen, and there are more USD
students here than I’ve seen in
previous years.”

USD students also played a more
active role in the planning and
proceedings of this year’s Chili Blues.
Members of the Contemporary
Media Journalism program at USD
took on the responsibility of finding
and booking talent for the event,
including the band 

The Great Otis–a wonderfully
eclectic and  entertaining jazz-rock
ensemble of Sam Brandsrud, Dustin
Pederson and Roy Haberstick–and
hosted a jalapeño eating contest. 

“[Members of USD’s
Contemporary Media Journalism
program] booked the band, The

Great Otis, and they also did tabling
at the MUC and got a lot of students
here,” explained Lori Peterson, a
Vermillion Arts Council member.
“This is more students than we’ve
ever seen, which is awesome. We are
constantly trying to have events that
bring in USD students.”

Perhaps as equally warm and
interesting as the various flavors and
variants of chili on sample were the
vibe and energy of the event.
Entertainment for the evening
featured local musician T. Wilson
King and his great repertoire of
blues, jazz and folk music, as well as
the immensely talented singer, multi-
instrumentalist and USD student
Austin Hahn and the
aforementioned The Great Otis. 

The performers were smartly
chosen and their musical expertise

complemented the culinary skills of
the chili-makers perfectly well. 

Although there were chilis to suit
everyone’s palate–from the spicy to
the vegetarian–and no one seemed
disappointed with any of the
varieties thereof, as cook-offs go,
there must be winners. 

The peoples’ choice award for best
chili went to Lisa Johnson and her
Mild but Wild chili. The judges’
choice award was presented to Carl
Smith for his Five O’Clock
Flamethrower chili. Also recognized
by the judges was John Jordre and his
Cold Snap chili. 

The real winners, however, are the
100 or more persons who came
through the doors of the Washington
Street Arts Center to enjoy warm chili
and a reprieve from the cold of the
season. 

Chili Blues warms Vermillion with food and tunes

T. Wilson King performs at the Chili Blues event last weekend.
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People form a queue for chili. Lisa Johnson, foreground, and John Jordre, back-
ground, were both presented awards for their chili recipes.
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BE SURE TO CHECK US 
OUT ONLINE!!

Can’t wait a week, let alone a few hours for the result of
Vermillion High School and University of South Dakota
games? Well The Plain Talk is the solution to those pesky,
sports-fix problems.

Hear about some breaking news? Good chance you will
also find that out at www.plaintalk.net.

You can also ‘like’ us on Facebook by visiting
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vermillion-Plain-
Talk/362426717117570. Thanks for all of your support!


