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Veterans Helped Launch Physician
Assistant Concept USD’s PA Program
Prepares Veterans for Civilian Service

Training programs for
physician assistants who
provide indispensable health
care to many rural areas
trace their roots to Viet-
nam veterans looking for a
meaningful career when their
military service ended.

“If it weren’t for veter-
ans, there wouldn'’t be a
PA profession,” said Wade
Nilson, chair of the physi-
cian assistant program at the
University of South Dakota,
which began in 1993.

The first class of PAs was
assembled at Duke Univer-
sity in 1965 and consisted of
four veteran Navy hospital
corpsmen who already
had received considerable
medical training during their
military service. The first
PA curriculum was based on
fast-track training of doctors
during World War II.

Modern physician as-
sistants attend many of the
same classes as medical
students but spend less time
on their formal education be-
cause they are not required
to undertake a residency.
PAs now provide important
health care services in all
areas of every state, and
opportunity forecasts for the
profession are among the
brightest in the employment
sector.

Of the 390 PAs who
have graduated from USD's
program, 175 are working in
South Dakota. The program
currently accepts 25 new
students each year, and 20 of
them must be South Dakota
residents. A critical mission
of the USD program is to pro-
vide rural areas with skilled
health care providers.

Three military veterans
are currently enrolled in
USD’s PA program, including
Alex Sherlock, a former mem-
ber of an elite naval group
known as the SWCC (Special
Warfare Craft Crewman)
that supports SEAL units.

During numerous secret
assignments in eastern Asia,
Sherlock piloted a special
vessel that delivered and
retrieved SEALS on various
missions and also operated
large weaponry on the cratft.

“We did special op-
erations that often involved
direct actions, including cap-
turing high-value targets,”
said Sherlock, a chief petty
officer. “It was exciting stuff.”

Another type of operation
involved medical missions to
help people in remote areas
of the Philippines.

“We transported medical
supplies and doctors to rural
villagers who desperately
needed help,” said Sherlock,
who also provided security
for the visiting physicians.
“Those were among the most
gratifying experiences for
me while [ was deployed,
and those missions also got
me thinking about medical
service as a career.”

Sherlock earned his un-
dergraduate degree from USD
in criminal justice before
joining the Navy. He served
in active duty for seven years
and has been in the reserves
since 2010. He started in the
physician assistant program
in 2014 and after a one-year
clinical experience will
graduate in 2016.

Sherlock, who is married
with two small children,
plans to work in a small-town
hospital emergency room
and also serve as a PA in the
Navy Reserve.

“USD’s program is terrific,
but my military service was
also invaluable. It showed me
how to handle adversity and
get things done,” he said.
“During duty in the Navy
learned how to be resource-
ful and resilient. My military
experiences taught me how
to be patient during tough
situations. These attributes
will serve me well in my
work providing health care.”
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Serving Those Who Have Served

We have a fundamental responsibility to care for America’s veterans, but time and again, our efforts have fallen short.
Recent years, in particular, have seen repeated instances of misunderstanding, mismanagement, and mistreatment when it
comes to supporting our veteran community. Veteran suicides, for instance, occur at an average of about 22 per day. Tens
of thousands remain homeless. In some areas, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has systematically ignored the urgent

medical needs of our veterans.

And in South Dakota, we are caught in a years-long fight to keep the doors open at a Hot Springs VA hospital that veterans
want and need. This is a facility that has served veterans for more than 100 years. Its position in the Black Hills provides a
level of serenity that aids in the healing process - especially for those facing Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), trau-
matic brain injury, and similar illnesses. Those who receive care there have lobbied hard to make sure it stays open, as has
the community. Despite all this, the VA has incrementally depleted the number of services offered in Hot Springs and pushed
forward a plan to close the facility altogether. This is not what our veterans want, nor what they deserve.

In late October, the VA released its draft environmental impact statement regarding the closure of the Hot Springs hospital.
This is one of the final steps when looking to close a VA facility. The findings once again highlighted the dramatic impact a
closure would have. The public now has at least 60 days to review and comment on the report before VA Secretary Robert
McDonald issues a final decision. I've urged everyone who will be impacted to take part in this process.

George Washington said after the Revolutionary War had concluded that “The willingness with which our young people

are likely to serve in any war ...

shall be directly proportional to how they perceive veterans of earlier wars were treated and

appreciated by our nation.” Closing the hospital in Hot Springs - even reducing its services as the VA is already in the process

of doing - does not leave a positive perception.

I've been focused on writing and supporting legislation
that better serves our state’s veterans and their families.
This includes provisions to stop the VA from closing the Hot
Springs hospital as well as legislation to make it easier to fire
VA employees who are failing to serve our veterans with in-

tegrity, efforts to improve mental health services for veterans,

and bills to increase post-service job training.

There is a role each of us can play in our communities too.
This Veterans Day, | encourage you to touch the life of some-
one who has served. Bring them and their family a meal.
Volunteer at one of the many veterans-centered charities in
South Dakota — whether that’s your local VFW, the American
Legion, or another one. Attend a Veterans Day service. Or
just tell them thank you. These women and men have put on
our nation’s uniform and stepped into danger for the sake of
our country and the values we stand for. It’s our responsibil-
ity to serve them when they return.

For 19th year USD fraternity
raises funds, awareness for
local children battling cancer

For the 19th consecutive year, the Pi Kappa Alpha Frater-
nity (PIKE) at the University of South Dakota, will host the
Thursday Night Live philanthropy event on Nov. 12. All funds
raised will benefit local, courageous children battling cancer.

At 7 p.m., the stage will be set and lights will rise in Aalfs
Auditorium in Slagle Hall. Admission is $5 prior to the event
and can be purchased at the Muenster University Center
beginning on Thursday, November 5.

Thursday Night Live replicates the popular television
show Saturday Night Live. The performance is open to all stu-
dents, faculty and community. Nathan Christensen, a senior
Kinesiology and Exercise Science major from Pipestone, MN,
feels passionate about the work the USD PIKES have done
for local children. “More than 100 college men have come to-
gether to make this event a success. We are honored to help
Cure Kids Cancer and hundreds of local children as they fight
for their lives,” Christensen said.

Cure Kid’s Cancer is PIKE’s exclusive charity partner.
Funds raised benefit local children battling cancer at Sanford
Children’s Hospital. Cure Kids Cancer is dedicated to finding
life-saving treatments for pediatric cancer by raising funds
and awareness for local children’s cancer centers.

The USD PIKES have committed more than $25,000 to Cure
Kids Cancer. For Further information regarding Thursday
Night Live, please contact chapter president Nathan Chris-
tensen at 507-215-5396, or Nathan.D.Christensen@coyots.usd.
edu.
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PUBLIC AUCTION

Sunday, November 15, 2015
Located: Skylon Balfroom --320 S. Robinson Hartington, NE
AUCTION Starts @ 10:30 AM LUNCH AVAILABLE
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Please join us for this Auction. Many more addi-
tional items that are not included in this listing will be sold. Visit our
Web Site www.CHJAUCTIONEERS.COM for complete listing & photos.

FURNITURE & APPLIANGES: 4 Piece Bedroom Set. 3 Piece Bedroom Set. Table
w/3 Bar Stools. Swivel Rocker. Entertainment Center. Office Chair. Steel 4 Drawer
File Cabinet. Computer Desk. 2 Book Shelves. End Tables. Dinette Set. GE 30” Range.
GE Microwave. Emerson TV.. Sofa (Tan). Bar Stools. China Hutch. Folding Lounger.
Pool Table-Sportscraft, Regulation size w/Leather Pockets. MISGELLANEOUS:
Jolene Steffen ‘Constance Church Print’. Tasco Telescope, D-60 ml. Gas Fire Place.
Touch Lamps. Silverware. Folding Chairs. Mugs/Glasses plus other Glassware. Floor
Lamps. Floor Fan. VHS Movies-Many. Shadow Boxes. Toys/Basketballs. Minolta Video
Camera. Sylvania DVD Player. VCR. 2 Large Speakers. Sun Beam Heater. Wall Décor.
Misc. Dishes. Stir Crazy Popcorn Maker. Slow Cooker. And other small kitchen Appli-
ances. Tupperware. Baking Pans. Meat Grinder. Electrolux Vacuum Cleaner. Pendu-
lum Wall Clock. Totes. Coolers. Triple Action Exerciser. 50x55 Oil Painting. Luggage.
Cap Collection. Many Games. Bedding/Blankets. New Over the Toilet Cabinet. New
Gloves. Flocked Christmas Tree. Items too numerous to mention. GOLLEGTIBLES:
Assorted Mugs. Eagle Collection. 10 Gal. Red Wing Crock. TOOLS & GARDEN
EQUIPMENT: Snap-On Tool Chest. Pipe Wrenches. Hammers. Axes. Tap & Die
Set. Scoop Shovels. Combination Socket Sets. Other Hand Tools. Car Ramps. Shop
Vac. Stanley % HP Garage Door Opener-New. Lawn Fertilizer Spreader. Rechargeable
Sports Spot Light. Lawn Cart. Wagoner Power Painter. Portable Air Tank. Gas Cans.
5 Life Jackets. Bird Feeder. Pet Carrier. 175x14 New Tire. Clay Targets. Char Broil
Grill. Other Garden Tools. GAMPER-BIKES-MOWERS: Viking Pop Up Camper,
SAGA, 12, no bathroom. Quantum Power 5HP 21" Murray Self-Propelled Mower.
Yard Machine 3.5HP 22" Push Mower. MT Climber, 10-speed Mountain Bike. Huffy
10 Sp. Mountain Bike. Huffy Reno 15 Sp. Mountain Bike.
DAN LEADER - OWNER

SNOW BLOWER: Ariens “Snow Tek” Snow Blower 28 “ - New in January of 2015
-Used 1 Time. TRAILER & TOOLS: 2 Wheel Utility Trailer 6 % ft. by 10 Ft.. Cen-
tury 250 AMP AC-DC Welder. Metal Work Bench. Large Shop Vice. Pull Type Lawn
Sweeper. Cycle Country 4 Wheeler Front Blade - 4 ft.. 2 Wheel Lawn Cart. Fimco
Lawn Sprayer. Brinkmann BBQ Grill. Picnic Table. Alum Step Ladders & Alum. Ext.
Ladder. Tile Saw. Gas Trimmers. Misc. Fishing Equipment. Plus Other Misc. Items.
HOUSEHOLD: Frigidaire 18.2 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator/Freezer. Woods Upright Freezer.
Kenmore Automatic Washer. Roper Elec. Dryer. Bedroom Furniture including; Large
Dresser, Chest of Drawers & Night Stand. Small Magnavox HD-TV Flat Screen TV. (3)
Futons. Oak TV Cabinet - will accommodate 46” TV w/ Glass Bottom Display. Oak Of-
fice Desk w/ Computer Desk - Nice. Blue Lazy Boy Recliner. Weight Bench. AB & Back
Machine. Air Strider - Walker/Stepper/Jogger. Kids Table & Chairs. Several Blankets.
Bissell Upright Shampooer. Wooden Work Table. Small Antique Strong Box. Antique
Double Tubs & Small Painted Chest of Drawers. Plus Other Miscellaneous Items.

JIM & SANDY ATKINS - OWNERS

SEE www.CHJAUCTIONEERS.COM FOR LISTING & PHOTOS
Terms: Cash or Bankable Check. Not Responsible For Accidents or Theft.
AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

CREAMER HEIMES JANSSEN AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS L.L.C.
RYAN CREAMER 402.254.9753
ALTON HEIMES 402.254.3315 ROGER JANSSEN: 402.388.4409
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Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every
section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.

1

9

CHALLENGING

Last Tuesday’s
Solution

416|3]9(8|5]7 |21
7/1/8]4|3|2]9|6|5
2/5/9]7/6]1]4]3]s
119(2]3|4|8]5|7|6
8|7/5]6|2|9]|1|4]|3
3l4]6]1/5]7]8|9]2
9/8|4]2/1|3]6|5|7
6(2(1]5|/7|4]|3|8|9
5/3|7]8/9/6]2|1|4

su|do|ku

Check next Tuesday’s paper for
the solution to today’s puzzle.
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Snow Event
Parking and
Emergency Route
Reminder

With the winter season
approaching, the City of
Vermillion would like to
remind residents to be aware
of winter parking regulations.
A map of emergency snow
routes and parking restricted
areas can be viewed at http://
tinyurl.com/VSnowRemoval

Surplus items
for sale

Vermillion School
District:

The following items can
be found at Vermillion
High School, 1001 E
Main, please contact
Curt Cameron, Principal
at 677-7035 or stop in
at the High School:

» Classroom desks
- Free of Charge
+ Lab tables
 Tables
* Wood/metal chairs
* Plastic metal chairs
* Wood teacher chair
» Computer desk
* Metal cabinet
+ Study carrels
» Teacher chair
* Wood stool
+ Folding table
« Circular table
» Computer desk

The following items can
be found at Jolley
Elementary, 224 S
University, please
contact Sue Galvin,

Principal at 677-7015
or stop in at Jolley:

» Two tray carts

on wheels
Rectangle tables
Round table
Trapezoid tables
Projection screen

Winter Farm Machmery

Consignment:

AUCTION & LAND BROKERS, INC.

Thursday, December 3'“1I
Consignments Now Being Taken!

Consignments Include: Tractors — Trucks — Hay Equip. —
— Tillage Equip. — Planters — Drills — Sprayers — Livestock Equip. —
— Construction Equip. — Vehicles — Trailers — Guns —
— Lawn & Garden — Boats & More!
Please No More Smalis! ADVERTISING DEADLINE NOV. 17™

Call Girard Auction at (605) 267-2421 or email your list &
photos to mike@girardauction.com

GIRARD AUCTION & LAND BROKERS, INC.
(605) 267-2421  Toll Free: 1-866-531-6186

Wreath & Holiday
Decorating Contest
Announced

Dakota Hospital Founda-
tion (DHF) is pleased to an-
nounce the 2015 Wreath and
Holiday Decorating Contest.
Community members are
invited to share your creative
side and support an amazing
cause!

DHF is pleased to expand
our annual wreath contest
with the ALL NEW Free Style
Category. You are invited to
submit a wreath or holiday
décor item decorated to your
personal style or theme of
choice. This new category
provides for other fun items
to be considered; such as
center pieces, sprays, gift
items, etc.

Decorated items must be
submitted with a completed
Contest registration form on
Monday, Nov. 16 from 8 a.m.
-5 p.m. Participants may
bring their holiday item to
the Administration entrance
at Sanford Vermillion - 102 S
Plum Street. Special arrange-
ments may be made for an
earlier drop off if needed.

All holiday décor will be
judged on several criteria
including originality/creativ-
ity, arrangement, theme, and
“WOW” factor. Prizes will be
awarded in three categories:
Best Individual entry, Best
Business/ Organization entry
and Best of Show. Due to the
variety and uniqueness of
entries as well as the new
category, judges will also
have the option to award ad-
ditional prizes.

All contest entries will
be auctioned at the Dakota
Hospital Foundation Wreath
and Holiday Décor Auction
on Tuesday, Nov.17 at the
Vermillion Event Center. Join
us from 5- 7 p.m. for a lovely
evening with delectable hors
d’ouerves, refreshments and
socializing. The evening will
include new ways for par-
ticipants to purchase holiday
creations followed by a live
auction at 6 p.m. All proceeds
from this event will support
the Sanford Arts Program in
Vermillion.

“This is a wonderful event
for Dakota Hospital Founda-
tion and the community. The
new options this year will
add another level of creativ-
ity and buying opportunities
for all those in attendance,”
comments Linda Kogel, Vice
President, DHF Board of
Directors.

“DHF is committed to con-
tinue its support of Sanford
Arts Vermillion. This annual
contest and auction provides
a wonderful setting for us to
share the impact of this in-
credible program,” concluded
Kogel.

For more information, visit
us at sanfordvermillion.org/
foundation.



