100909 _PT_ 10/7/09

5:53 PM Page 12

12 « Vermullion Plain Talk « October 9+ 2009

o

TRANSITIONS

www.plaintalk.net

OBITUARIES

Jean G. Anderson

Jean G.
Anderson

Jean G. Anderson, 76, of
Vermillion, passed away on
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2009 at the
Sanford Vermillion Hospital.

Jean Gilbert was born Feb.
16, 1933 in Sioux City, IA to
Ted and Ardis (Bergeson)
Gilbert. She attended schools
in Ludlow, and Omaha, NE;
graduating from Sioux City

Marlyn L. Hays

Marlyn L. Hays

Funeral services for
Marlyn L. Hays, age 74 of
Brookings, were held 11

Norma C.
George Hays

On Sept. 30, 2009, Norma
Hays passed from life. The
daughter of Ted George, a
druggist, and his wife, Grace,
aregistered nurse, Norma was
the eldest of four children born
and raised in northwestern
Iowa. The two brothers,
Aubrey and Homer, followed
their father and his brother
into pharmacy; Norma and
her sister, Janice, followed
their mother into nursing.

Sister trained in Iowa, but
Norma traveled from tiny,
rural Sioux Rapids, IA, to
Baltimore, MD, and attended
Johns Hopkins School of
Nursing. During her train-
ing, she met and married
John Hays, a chief petty offi-
cer in the Navy, and, after
his discharge, returned to
TIowa where their daughter,
Mary, was born. In 1952, they
relocated to Vermillion to

USD Law School

grads raising the bar

Graduates of The Univer-
sity of South Dakota School of
Law are raising the bar when
it comes to taking the South
Dakota Bar Examination.

According to a statistical
report recently released, 96
percent of USD’s Law School
graduates who took the bar
examination for the first time
in July 2009 passed.

The American Bar Associ-
ation, the Law School Admis-
sion Council, and other
national organizations typi-
cally report a law school’s
pass rate for first-time bar
exam takers as compared to
the state’s overall pass rate
for first-time bar exam tak-
ers. Fifty-one of the 53 USD
graduates taking the exam
for the first time passed.
USD’s pass rate of 96 per-
cent for first-time testers bet-
tered the overall average (94
percent).

In all, including repeat
takers, there were 76 gradu-
ates from 13 different law
schools who took South Dako-
ta’s bar exam in July. Fifty-
five were from USD (with 53
passing) while 16 of 21 taking
the test from other law
schools passed.

For more information
about the USD School of Law,
please visit the school’s Web
site at www.usd.edu/law or
contact the Law School at
(605) 677-5443.

East High School in 1954.
She graduated from the Uni-
versity of South Dakota with
a bachelors degree in educa-
tion, and married the late
Dean Anderson on Dec. 29,
1954.

Jean began her teaching
career in Evanston, IL, and
continued teaching/working
in the education field until
her retirement in 2008. Jean
loved and was passionate
about the things she did
including being the house
mother for the Delta Tau
Delta fraternity and the Pi
Beta Phi sorority houses in
Vermillion for over 17 years.
She was also a member of the
United Church of Christ in
Vermillion, the Daughters of
the American Revolution,
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority,
The Buffalo South Dakota
Museum, the Pi Beta Phi
scholarship program, and sev-
eral USD related organiza-
tions and efforts.

a.m., Monday, Oct. 5, 2009, at
Rude’s Funeral Home in
Brookings.Visitation was
from 9 to 11 a.m. on Mon-
dayat the funeral home. Bur-
ial was in First Lutheran
Cemetery at Brookings.
Marlyn L. Hays, son of
Clarence and Helen (Phillip-
son) Hays, was born Nov. 29,
1934, in Brookings. He grew
up and received his educa-
tion in Brookings and
worked as a lineman for the
R.E.A. Marlyn was united in
marriage to Donna Rae
Clark on April 4, 1953, in
Ivanhoe, MN. In 1969 they
moved to Vermillion, where
he continued to work for
R.E.A. and when they retired

start Hays Radio-TV Service.

Both John and Norma
worked at the shop and were
active in the community.
Norma was a PEO, Sunday
School teacher, violinist in the
USD orchestra, student of cre-
ative writing, private nurse
for terminal patients and
cared for her parents, husband
and a number of other rela-
tives and friends during their
final illnesses.

She was an involved moth-
er, student of the Bible and
an Angel: confidant, corre-
spondent and moral and prac-
tical support for an amazing
number of people in Vermil-
lionn and across the country.
She raised gardens, bees and
flowers, giving, selling, can-
ning, and preserving their pro-
duce for her family and any-
one else she could help.

After John's death to her
death at 91, she lived inde-
pendently in a 100-plus-year-
old renovated farm home at

In addition to many
beloved friends, cousins and
extended family, Jean is sur-
vived by her son Dean
(Laura) Anderson of
Franklin, TN; and three
daughters, Callie (Murphy)
Mitchell of Tulsa, OK, Erin
(John) Beyers of Santa Mon-
ica, CA and Shawn Anderson
of Vermillion. She is also sur-
vived by her brother Frank
(Marge) Gilbert of Sioux City,
IA; and five grandchildren,
Lauren, Kathryn, Paige, Dean
and Forrest.

A family memorial service
will be at a later date, for
online condolences and obit-
uary please visit hansenfu-
neralhome.com.

For those who wish to
donate in celebration of Jean’s
life, the family ask that you
consider; The Buffalo South
Dakota Museum in memory
of Jean Gilbert; Box 391, Buf-
falo, SD 57720, c/o Nora
Boyer.

in 1996 they returned to
Brookings and lived at Lake
Campbell. He was also
employed at Rainbow Play
Systems from 2000 to 2005.
Donna Rae died on March 6,
2003.

Marlyn entered the United
Retirement Center in August
of 2009 and died there on
Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2009 at the
age of 74 years. He enjoyed
hunting and fishing and was
a life time member of the
North American Hunting
Club. Marlyn also enjoyed tin-
kering in his yard.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Michael Hays of Orofi-
na, ID, Sheila Beaudette and
her husband George of Bloom-

the corner of Lewis and Yale,
walked all over town until she
was no longer able, drove,
shopped, cooked, handled the
finances, mowed her lawn and
shoveled snow until very
recently, loved her daughter
and helped everyone she
touched who needed her.

When she had her final
stroke, she was in the
kitchen, preparing to can the
tomatoes she had grown. Her
body followed her into death
a few days later.

At her specific request,

Thomas H.
Walker

Thomas H. “TW” Walker,
80, of Vermillion passed away
Thursday, Oct. 1, 2009, of nat-
ural causes.

TW was born June 2,
1929, in St. Joseph, MO, to
Ward and Jane Glen (Hut-
ton) Walker. TW graduated
from Vermillion High School

field, NE, Douglas Hays and
his wife Janice of Beresford,
Bryan Hays and his wife
Sherri of Sioux City, IA, Scott
Hays of Brookings, Dolly Bed-
ford and her husband Allen of
Black Hawk; 20 grandchil-
dren; 28 great-grandchildren;
one brother, Dale Hays of
Quincy, CA; three sisters,
Shirley Steever of Vermillion,
Sharon Alexander of Sioux
Falls, and LaVonne Knutson
and her husband Wallace of
Brookings.

Marlyn was preceded in
death by his wife Donna Rae,
his parents and two brothers.

E-mail condolences may be
sent to the family at
www.rudesfuneralhome.com.

there will be no funeral or
service. Anyone wishing to
honor her life and memory
may consider a charitable
donation of their choice or
share their memories of Mrs.
Hays with her daughter,
Mary Holyer Black, 454 Dal-
las Smith Rd., Crossville, TN
38555.

The family wishes to
thank the many people who
have been kind to her. She
was a remarkable woman;
we will miss her.
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in 1947, and attended South
Dakota State University,
Brookings. He married
Josephine “Jo” Heath on Aug.
17, 1952 in Vermillion. Jo
passed away in 1998.

TW is survived by a
daughter, Sara Melstad of
Elkhorn, NE; and two sons,
Richard (Brenda) Walker and
John (Glenda) Walker, Ver-
million. TW had seven
grandchildren, Jenny (Jason)
Cary, NE, Dani (Jayme)
Schaaf, stationed in Ger-
many, Brittany, Washington
State and McKinsey Wey-
dert, Minnesota, Amber,
Thomas and Noah Walker,
Vermillion. Also, TW and
special friend, Geri Turner,
Vermillion, enjoyed each
other’s companionship and
friendship.

Tom farmed and raised
cattle early in life. He was
street superintendent for the
city of Vermillion for 10 years.
Tom owned and operated
Walker’s Asphalt with his son
John for six years. As a young

Norman Odeen

Norman Ardel Odeen, 64,
passed away after his coura-
geous battle with muscular
dystrophy on Oct. 4, 2009 in
Vermillion.

Norman was born on Feb. 1,
1945 to Oscar and Ida (Nel-
son) Odeen in Geddes. Nor-
man lived with family until
1982. He moved from Beres-
ford to Vermillion where he
lived until his passing.

Norman had two siblings,
Morris Odeen and Lillian Carl-
son and was preceded in death
by his parents and his siblings.

Norman was a man of faith
and loved to laugh and be
around people. He enjoyed
music of all kinds, animals and
children, writing letters to pen
pals and contributing to the
Muscular Dystrophy Associa-

boy growing up, John was
part of TW’s business ven-
tures. Later TW and John
formed together Walker’s
Construction. TW and John
were always seen working
together and “making deals.”
Later in life TW thoroughly
enjoyed driving school bus for
many sporting events for the
Vermillion School District.
He was a member of the
Trinity Lutheran Church, the
Eagles, the Vermillion Vol-
unteer Fire Dept., and a past
member of the Odd Fellows
Lodge in Vermillion.
Funeral services, open to
the community were at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church in Ver-
million, 10:30 am Tuesday,
Oct. 6, with Pastor Edward
Anderson officiating. Burial
followed in the BluffView
Cemetery in Vermillion. Vis-
itation was 5 to 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Oct. 5 with a prayer serv-
ice at 7 p.m., all at the church.
For online condolences and
obituary please visit hansen-
funeralhome.com.

tion. He also enjoyed dancing,
dressing up, bringing smiles
to people's faces, sports, hearty
meals, his cat Rocky, all of his
friends, any kind of new adven-
ture, writing to Nell's Day
Care, flowers, well wishes,
vinyl records, warm weather
and being warm and cozy.

Norman always brought
sunshine and warmth to any-
one he encountered through
his smiles and giving heart. If
there was ever a person who
expressed appreciation for
everything in this world, it was
Norman.

Funeral service was 11 a.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 at the United
Church of Christ in Vermillion
with burial following in the
BluffView Cemetery in Ver-
million. Hansen Funeral
Home, Vermillion, was in
charge of arrangements.
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Stop by Sanford Vermillion during the month of October to receive a FREE Breast Health
Awareness gift sack. Schedule your annual mammogram and qualify for a drawing for a

one ) eight

L

Call to schedule an appointment for your annual
mammogram — (605) 624-2611, ext. 496
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&2 Sanford

“Vermillion

sanfordvermillion.org

Did you know

one out of eight

women will will
be diagnosed
with breast

cancer?

special women'’s health gift package for two lucky winners.

The gift package will include: Pink Canvas Tote with Candle, Sanford Vermillion Travel Mug,
Pink Awareness Umbrella, a pillbox and a Pamper Me package including a relaxing one hour

massage, a manicure and a pedicure.
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