
2 • Vermillion Plain Talk • October 16 • 2009 www.plaintalk.netLOCAL NEWS

Excerpts from the Plain Talk 

By Cleo Erickson
1930 

Harold and Ferdinand Slet-
wold, Sioux City men will take
over the property of the Ver-
million Greenhouse. With the
taking over of the property at
the foot of the Ravine Hill, the
greenhouse will be known as
the Sletwold Greenhouse Com-
pany. An uptown office will be
maintained and will occupy
the space at 106 E. Main
where cut flowers, floral dis-
plays and potted plants will
be maintained for the service
of customers.

From the Dakota Repub-
lican files issue of June 17,
1880: The ceremony of bap-
tism was administered to the
following persons at the Ver-
million River near the Lee &
Prentis bridge on Sunday: Mr.
& Mrs. Clem Russell, Cora
Shriner, Ella Shriner, Grace
Shriner, Mary Williams, Emma
Robinson, Hattie Fassett and
Mrs. Fisher.

The City Council ordered a
new set of stairs up the bluff at
Michigan Avenue.

1930 Humor: “How did
your wife like the diamond
brooch you gave her for her
birthday?” “Delighted, she was
awfully nice for a couple of
days. But she is herself again
now.”

The July 17, 1879 Dakota
Republican files tell of the dis-
covery of gold on the Barton
farm one mile east and four
miles south of Centerville. A
test was made by running five
wheelbarrow loads of material
through the sluice boxes, with
the result that gold was

secured to the value of $1.50.
The quality was the same as
that found in the Black Hills.

Last Sunday there passed
through Vermillion a stage out-
fit composed of thirteen hors-
es and five vehicles, enroute
for Deadwood.

The coolest places in town
in 1930 were the motion pic-
ture theatres. Admission is .35
cents and .10 cents for Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday.
However, to see “The Tailers”,
starring Douglas Fairbanks,
Jr. on Sunday, the admission is
.50 cents.

Mrs. Mary Pratt is closing
her millinery shop at 23 West
Main. She has been in busi-
ness here for several years and
is well known throughout the
county.

End 1930

1931
The purchase of 370 new

seats for the city theatre was
authorized at a special meet-
ing of the City Council on Tues-
day evening. Representatives of
six different furniture houses
were present at the council
meeting.After hearing from the
representatives, the mayor and
council awarded the contract to
the American Seating Company
of 

Chicago at the price of $7.28
per seat. The new seats will
be covered with a fabricated
material, which is guaranteed
to neither crack nor burn, while
the backs will be covered with
attractive dark blue velour.
The council also authorized the
building committee to make
needed plumbing repairs in
and about the theatre build-
ing.

Workmen unearthed an
antique water system when
excavating for the new munic-
ipal light and power plant.
This ancient water “system”
was an important source of
supply in the early days of the
town. Water was still trickling
when the old iron pipe was
uncovered.

At Chet Johnson’s Coyote
Beauty and Barber Shop you
can get a Realistic Permanent

Wave until August 23, for
$5.00. Evenings and Sundays
by appointment. Phone 373.

The City Council awarded
a contract for a block of side-
walk on North Plum to
Gilbaugh and Bacon on their
bid of 14 ? cents per square foot
on a four inch walk.

Sheriff Howard C. Curtis
and his deputies are starting
the big job of trying to collect
something over $100,000 of
delinquent personal property
taxes which are due the coun-
ty. The distress warrants were
turned over by the county
treasurer.

Whether it is the financial
depression, excessive heat, or a
combination of causes, “the old
swimming hole” has come into
its own once again here. With
one of the finest municipal
swimming pools in the state
available at their door steps,
residents are motoring to the
Missouri River to bathe and
swim. Every evening sees
scores in the river as in olden
days. Recently more than 200
bathed in the backwaters of
the river at the same time.

Business men and laborers,
society leaders and servants,
were among those seeking nat-
ural bathing pool for their
evening swim. In the mean-
time the city council has
reduced the charge at the
municipal pool in Prentis Park
to 7 swims for $1.00 and .10
cents for boys and girls under
17 years old.

One mile of the new paved
highway between Vermillion
and Meckling was opened for
traffic yesterday afternoon.
The strip is not long but it adds
much to the convenience of the
public. The stretch is from the
city limits of Vermillion and
extending one mile west.

2,000 melons will be given
away to Clay County boys and
girls 12 years old and under if
accompanied by their parents
on Saturday evening from 7:30
to 10:00. Other specials at the
Dunlap Fruit Company include
extra fancy Alberta peaches at
$1.45 per bushel, 5 large bas-
kets of Concord grapes at $1.15,
a bushel of cantaloupes for

$1.00 and a bushel of potatoes
for $1.00.

Henry Charrlin has sold his
furniture and undertaking busi-
ness to Frank Olds. Mr. Olds
has been employed at the busi-
ness the past fifteen years. Mr.
Charrlin conducted the busi-
ness the past 16 years taking
over the business from E.
D.Hawkins. Mr. Charrlin talks
some of moving to California

but has not announced any def-
inite plans at this time in Sep-
tember of 1931.

A chicken thief has his
ornery hide full of buckshot.
The owner of the chickens was
awakened early in the morning
by a noise in the chicken house.
The farmer grabbed his shot
gun and saw the man standing
by the coop with a bunch of
chickens in his hands. The

farmer banged away and the
man fell down but jumped up
instantly and was off over the
fence and got away. However,
four chickens were killed so they
think the thief was peppered
with shots also and will be
reporting at some doctor’s office
to have them removed and that
he may be apprehended.

SESQUICENTENNIAL HIGHLIGHTS

www.vermillion.us

Paint Vermillion Pink

201 W. Cherry St., Vermillion, SD  • www.plaintalk.net • 624-4429

Let’s work together to raise 
awareness of breast cancer and the 

importance of early detection.
For every Plain Talk employee that wears pink on   Friday,

October 23, 2009, $5 will be donated to the American 

Cancer Society. 

We invite all area businesses to join us in donating $5 for 

every employee that wears pink on Friday, October 23.

A New Name.
A New Beginning For You. 

The two companies have combined and are now even stronger, able to reward

productive employees like never before! The same dedicated employees who

helped grow the company are still here…we’re just looking to add to the team!

Customer Relations
Representatives
You’ll provide advice on 

mobile phone products

and help customers select 

the right service plans.  

Enjoy great benefits:
· Earn Up to $14 per hour

· Full and part time positions

· Medical, vision and dental coverage

· 401K

· Tuition reimbursement: up to $5250 per year!

· Personal Time Off (PTO)

· Casual dress and friendly environment

· Training in evenings to accommodate 
student schedules

Ready to expand your horizons?

APPLY NOW!
IN PERSON: 1215 West Cherry Street in Vermillion

ONLINE: www.stream.com/careers
Equal Opportunity Employer | An offer of employment made to any candidate will be contingent upon the satisfactory results of a background check. The background 

check may include one or more of the following: education verification, employment verification, criminal check, sex offender registry check and drug screen.On Tuesday, Oct. 20,Wayne Nelson-Stast-
ny will present “Missouri River Opportunities
Abound” at the W. H. Over Museum, 1110
Ratingen, Vermillion at 7:00 p.m.

Nelson-Stastny will be talking about the

numerous programs concerning the Missouri
River (MRERP, MRAPS, MRRIC), and the
opportunities for citizen involvement in river
activities. Nelson-Stastny is with the US Fish
and Wildlife Service.

Missouri River opportunities abound
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