
was told that normally you
wait six months to have a
mammogram because of all
of the changes that your
breasts undergo from nurs-
ing before getting back to
their normal state,” Egland
said. “I wasn’t going to wait
six months, because I knew
that something wasn’t right.”

Facebook users may visit
www.facebook.com/Yoplait-
Pledge, and click the “I
Pledge” button on the Pledge
tab for Yoplait to donate
money to breast cancer
research. Donations will be
made through Oct. 31.

Every time one takes the
pledge on Facebook, Yoplait
donates 10 cents towards
Egland’s research, up to

$100,000.
“So Yoplait, instead of say-

ing ‘we sponsor breast cancer
research,’ is saying, ‘we spon-
sor Dr. Kristi Egland’s breast
cancer research,’” she said.
“Yoplait selected my grant
out of all grants nationally,

and they didn’t know I was a
breast cancer survivor.”

During a teleconference
involving Egland and offi-
cials from Susan G. Komen
for the Cure and Yoplait, the
company learned that the
Sioux Falls researcher is a

breast cancer survivor.
“The Yoplait people asked

me to tell them what my
breast cancer research means
to me,” she said. “They want-
ed to know why I am moti-
vated to do this.”

Egland replied that she is
a breast cancer survivor.

phy equipment isn't receiving
the volume of patients to jus-
tify the investment in terms
of simple dollars and cents.

“We probably would have
ended up with a mobile unit
in the not too distant future,”
Tracy said, “but because of
the Dakota Hospital Foun-
dation, we've ended up with
a fixed one, because they saw
a need for it.”

The hospital foundation,
he said, reviewed the breast
cancer mortality and mor-
bidity rates in Clay County
and compared them to near-
by counties, the state, and
the nation.

“For whatever reason, the
mortality rates were higher
in Clay County than they
were in the surrounding
areas,” Tracy said. “In some
cases, it's very significant
when compared to neighbor-
ing counties. So the founda-
tion board saw a need, and
they said, 'we've got to do
this.'”

The Dakota Hospital
Foundation purchased the
digital mammography
machine, launching a capi-
tal campaign to pay for the
more sophisticated technolo-
gy. Sanford Vermillion also
continues its commitment to
meet all of the healthcare
needs of people in the region,
including offering uncom-
pensated to care to some
patients based on their finan-
cial circumstances.

“We have committed to
performing 50 mammogra-
phies in the course of the
next year at no cost to the
patients if they qualify,”
Tracy said. “And, when we
talked about this, and were
discussing the needs of our
patients, we noted that there

is a digital mammography
unit in Sioux Falls, there is
one in Yankton, and one in
Sioux City, so to be able to
access that current, cutting-
edge technology, someone
would have to travel at a
minimum to Yankton, and if
they didn't visit a doctor
there, they would have to go

to Sioux Falls or Sioux City.
“If you think about it in

terms of our poverty income
levels here, which are higher
than most counties, then you
start thinking about gas
prices, and whether every-
one does have access, even if
it only 30 miles away,” he
said. “The answer is no, and

if we don't have a means of
qualifying the patients to get
a mammography without
some financial disadvan-
tages, we will have people
who will just go without.
What ends up happening is
they start developing some
symptoms, and that's why
they eventually come in. By
that time, it's really too late.
The screening is what we're
looking for, and digital does a
much better job of screening,
in my lay opinion.”

“The biggest advantage of
digital mammography is the
amount of detail that we are
able to capture in each
image,” said Randy Jarvis,
radiology manager at San-
ford Vermillion. “We are
using such high resolution
monitors, and the radiolo-
gists are able to manipulate
the images using computer
software – we are able to see
much more detail than we
could with just plain film.”

A woman undergoing a
mammography won't notice
much difference in the pro-
cedure with the new equip-
ment compared to the analog
mammography device that
used to be in place at Sanford
Vermillion. “But the image
capture function with the
new digital equipment is way
ahead of the film capture,”
Jarvis said.

After a woman receives a
digital mammography exam
at Sanford Vermillion, the
images are digitally trans-
mitted to a radiologist in
Sioux Falls. The Sioux Falls
specialist then makes a
report which is sent back to
the woman's local physician.

“It isn't any faster to have
a radiologist in-house than
it is to have them in Sioux

Falls,” Tracy said, “because
with electronics, we no longer
have to mail films, or have
them taken to specialists by
courier, and then have their
reports returned to us by
courier. By the time we get
done now, we've taken what
used to be week-long process
and narrowed it down to as
little as 24 hours.”

“We've taken a number of
days off the process,” Jarvis
said.

“All of the images are
stored electronically,” Tracy
added. “So if you want to look
progressively at a woman's
mammograms over a five
year period, specialists can
look at those, particularly if
you see something that is
suspicious.”

“The standard is to com-
pare new images with those
from past tests,” Jarvis said.
“And since we're just getting
started with digital mam-
mograms, when we send our
digital images up to Sioux
Falls, we still have to send
our old film images from pre-
vious years' exams for com-
parison. We haven't quite
seen all of the advantages in
speed that we will down the
road. Going down the road,
we will eventually be able to
compare digital to digital.”

“This may be a $250,000

upgrade, with another
$100,000 upgrade to come
fairly soon this year or early
next year that will further
enhance the service,” Tracy
said, “but it's been part of an
over a $1 million campaign
with Sanford Vermillion
upgrading our radiography
suite to digital, putting in a
new CT scanner, putting in a
new ultrasound unit, and a
new bone scan unit.

“We've spent well over $1
million in upgrades over the
past four years or so,” he said.
“That's a huge commitment
to the community, because
right now there's no way you
can pay for the cost of the
equipment with the number
of exams we do in Vermillion.
That's why we do it, and you
don't see anyone else do it
here. You could still buy a
less expensive analog
machine, but it's not what
the public needs or wants or
demands anymore.”

In the scheme of breast
cancer health for women in
the Vermillion area, the new
digital mammography serves
a valuable role in early detec-
tion.

“The mammogram, the
self-exam and the clinical
breast exam – those make
up the front line of early
detection,” Jarvis said.

A New Name.
A New Beginning For You. 

The two companies have combined and are now even stronger, able to reward

productive employees like never before! The same dedicated employees who

helped grow the company are still here…we’re just looking to add to the team!

Customer Relations
Representatives
You’ll provide advice on 

mobile phone products

and help customers select 

the right service plans.  

Enjoy great benefits:
· Earn Up to $14 per hour

· Full and part time positions

· Medical, vision and dental coverage

· 401K

· Tuition reimbursement: up to $5250 per year!

· Personal Time Off (PTO)

· Casual dress and friendly environment

· Training in evenings to accommodate 
student schedules

Ready to expand your horizons?

APPLY NOW!
IN PERSON: 1215 West Cherry Street in Vermillion

ONLINE: www.stream.com/careers
Equal Opportunity Employer | An offer of employment made to any candidate will be contingent upon the satisfactory results of a background check. The background 

check may include one or more of the following: education verification, employment verification, criminal check, sex offender registry check and drug screen.

911 E. Cherry St., 
Vermillion
624-7336

 Homemade  Homemadee Homemade 
 Soupp Buffet Soupp BuffetSoup Buffet

Tues.-Friday
11:30am-1:30pm

 $ 5 99 $ 5 99$599

Includes: Nacho Chip & Salsa Bar,
Breadstixs, Corn bread waffles,
Chili, Chicken Chili,
 Cream of Tomato,
Pasta e Fagioli, Brazilian Pork,
 & Jambalaya

16 • Vermillion Plain Talk • October 23 • 2009 www.plaintalk.netVARIETY

Dawn Swanson and Cindy Leber, radiological technologists at
Sanford Vermillion Hospital, are pictured with the hospital's
digital mammography equipment. The modern technology has
been in operation in Vermillion since May. (Photo by David
Lias)
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