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John Morrell penalized for wastewater violations

Officials from the South

disinfectant affected the

Dakota Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) announced
today the department has
reached a settlement with John
Morrell & Company, Inc., in
Sioux Falls for surface water
discharge permit violations.
The enforcement action
issued by DENR resulted in
$44,079 in penalties assessed for

wastewater discharges into the
Big Sioux River since 2009; in
addition, the meatpacking
company also has agreed to
improve its wastewater
treatment practices.

John Morrell’s wastewater
violations stemmed from three
incidents at the plant. The first
resulted from a disinfectant
John Morrell used in its
cleaning processes. The

treatment process at the
treatment plant, resulting in
effluent violations. The second
incident resulted from another
upset at the treatment plant.
Due to severe winter weather
early in 2010, John Morrell had
difficulty disposing of wastes
normally hauled off the site for
disposal. These wastes were
instead sent to the treatment

plant, disrupting the biological
activity at the plant interrupting
the wastewater treatment
process. The final incident
relates to maintenance at the
treatment plant.

John Morrell responded to
and corrected each of these
violations. As a result of DENR’s
enforcement action, John
Morrell will make additional
proactive upgrades to ensure

future violations are prevented.
“The notice of violation and
compliance agreement requires
John Morrell to complete a full
evaluation of its wastewater and
treatment systems,” said DENR
Secretary Steve Pirner. “John
Morrell came forward with a
proactive plan to address the
violations, and we are pleased
with the cooperation we have
received from the company””

Morrell has hired a
professional engineer to
evaluate its wastewater
treatment systems.
Improvement plans and
completion of the upgrades
must be approved by DENR.

All environmental penalties
are deposited in the state’s
Regulated Substance Response
Fund which is used to respond
to environmental emergencies.

All Women Count! has screened more than 19,000 South Dakota women

October’s Breast Cancer
Awareness Month marks a
milestone for All Women
Count!, the state’s breast and
cervical cancer program. The

American Cancer Society
expects 540 new invasive breast
cancers to be diagnosed and 100
deaths due to this disease in
South Dakota. However, early

breast cancer by controlling
weight and exercising, knowing
family history of breast cancer,
tinding out the risks and
benefits of hormone

starting at the age of 40.

Gender is one of the major
risk factors for developing
breast cancer. Aside from being
female, age is the most

of developing breast cancer.
This is why it is important that
older women continue to
monitor their health and see
their doctor for routine

Program, call the local
community health services
office, your health care
provider, or the Department of
Health toll free at 1-800-738-

program has screened 19,069 detection can save lives and replacement therapy, limiting important factor affecting screenings. 2301 or see the web at
women in its 14 years, increase treatment options. alcohol consumption, and breast cancer risk. The older a To find out if you are eligible =~ www.getscreenedsd.gov.
diagnosing 221 cases of breast Women can reduce their risk of ~ getting screened once a year women gets the higher her risk  for the All Women Count!

cancer.
“The success of All Women
Count would not be possible
without the 300 screening sites
and 950 providers across the
state that enroll and screen the
women,” said Norma Schmidt,
Cancer Program Director for
the Department of Health.
“Partners such as the American
Cancer Society, Women’s
Cancer Network, Susan G.
Komen Foundation, Wellmark
Foundation and John T.
Vucurevich Cancer Care
Institute have also been
instrumental in promoting
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screening and early detection.” w

All Women Count! provides F ALL 2011
mammograms and Pap smears Se rvin g
to women who are income and

age eligible. Eligible women age
40 to 64 can receive a
mammogram and women 30 to
64 a Pap smear. A mammogram
is a safe, low-dose X-ray of the
breast that detects breast cancer
in its earliest, more treatable
stages. A Pap smear is a
screening test that detects
cervical cancer in its early
stages. The program also
provides cholesterol and blood
pressure screens for heart
disease and glucose screens for
diabetes.

Excluding cancers of the
skin, breast cancer is the most
common cancer diagnosed in

South Dakota women and
the second leading cause of
cancer death. In 2011, the

[1:30am-=1pm
& Spm-7pm

$4 Pre-Sale
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Wednesday, Oct. 26" « 1-6pm

There will be no school on Wednesday,

October 26™. Teacher In-Service will be

held from 8am—noon and conference
to begin at 1pm after In-Service.

Thursday, Oct. 27" « 2:30-8pm

There will be an early dismissal on
Thursday, October 27™ as follows:

Austin and Jolley Elementary — 1:50pm
Middle and High School — 2pm

Vermillion Lions Club

Proceeds help support community
projects and people




