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One in a MillionVer 
Meet Lee Huber

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

To say that this has
been a busy time of the
year for Vermillion-Clay
County EMS director Lee
Huber and his fellow fire
department/EMS
members is a bit of an
understatement.

This summer’s drought
preceding this fall’s
harvest has brought on
numerous calls to
extinguish burning fields.
Things have become so
dry that a soaking rain
would only provide
temporary relief. Once
the rain soaks into the
soil and the moisture
dries, local farmers still

will have fields filled with
tinder. 

A nice coating of snow
this winter, Lee said, will
hopefully give both
farmers and local
firefighters a break.

Lee is currently
providing administrative
duties to the Vermillion
Fire Department as the
search continues for a
new fire chief to replace
Doug Brunick, who
recently retired.

The local EMS
department
simultaneously was
preparing last week to be
busy as Dakota Days
weekend approached in
Vermillion.

“It poses unique

challenges working in a
college town running an
ambulance service during
a time like D-Days,” he
said. 

Lee, who grew up in
Emery, has been
Vermillion-Clay County
EMS director since July
2011. 

“I came down for
school (at USD) in 2001,”
he said, “to go through
business school, and I
took and EMT class
through Vermillion EMS.
They had a grant offering
so basically if you passed
the class, you got your
training for free. So I
became an EMT, because
I wanted to do that for a
while.”

He began working for
the EMS department in
2005, and also became a
member of the fire
department at that time.
Since 2007, he also been
serving as a reserve
deputy for the Clay
County Sheriff ’s
Department.

“I met a girl who I was
working with, and stayed
with the girl, and stayed
with Vermillion, and
that’s worked out ever
since,” Lee said. 

That girl – Nikki – and
Lee were married in 2010,
and are parents of a son,

Carter. Nikki serves as
physician’s assistant in the
emergency room at
Sanford Vermillion.

“I came from a small
town … where I watched
a lot of the dads who were
volunteer firefighters,” he
said. “The whistle blows,
and it’s a natural instinct
for everyone to stop and
hear and watch the sirens
and lights, especially
when you’re a little kid.
You know right where to
ride your bikes to so that
you can watch the trucks
rolling out,” Lee said. “I
was one of those guys,

and always was kind of
interested in it, and
always thought it would
be something that would
be fun and neat.”

When Lee was in high
school, he had an
opportunity to join the
Mitchell squadron of the
Civil Air Patrol. 

“I learned about first
aid and search and rescue
and things like that,” he
said. “It started as a
hobby, as kind of thing on
the side. I never thought
of it as a career, and once
I had the opportunity to

take the EMT course
down here, I pretty much
immersed myself in it. 

“There are so many
directions in which you
can go, and the training is
ongoing,” Lee said.
“You’re constantly
learning something new,
learning a new tactic, or a
new way to look at things.
It’s an evolving process,
and it makes you keep up.
It’s that constant
challenge, constant
change that’s intriguing,
and I was drawn to that.”

 What is ForkFly?
 Forkfly is a free website and a mobile app that 
 gives you access to local deals! Dozens of our most 
 popular local merchants are posting deals daily on 
 ForkFly. By simply signing up for free, you have 
 access to all these great local deals.

 Sign up today for ongoing discounts 
 from your favorite local merchants – for free!

 Get lots of great ongoing deals you’ll actually use...for free!
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  • Coins-Gold, Silver & Platinum  
 • Bullion-Gold, Silver  & Platinum 
 • Silver Flat Ware  • Silver Jewelry 
 • Gold Jewelry  • Broken Chains  

 • Old Rings • Bracelets • Dental Gold

  It’s so easy to  
 convert your  
 unwanted gold  
 and silver jewelry 
 and  other gold 
 items  into quick  
 money. Stop in  
 today and we’ll  
 appraise and buy  
 your items on  
 the spot.

 WE 
 BUY

  2901 Broadway,  Suite E 
 Next to Sears 

 Yankton, SD 57078 

 605-260-4653
 Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10AM-5PM, 

 Sat. 10AM-4PM
 www.midwestgold-silver.com

 CAR-ANTIQUE-COLLECTIBLES-HOUSEHOLD-MISCELLANEOUS

 IVA CATHERMAN ESTATE AUCTION
 Sunday, October 14, 2012 • 10 a.m.

 Lunch on Grounds
 LOCATED:  887 Rd. & 573 Ave. From Obert, Nebr., 2 miles west on Hwy. 12, 
 1/2 mile south, 1/2 mile east. From Hwy. 12 & Hwy. 15 Jct., 1 mile east, 1/2 
 mile south, 1/2 mile east.
 AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  This is a two generation collection of quality antiques 
 and collectibles.
 ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES:  Square Library Table. Spindle Headboard & 
 Footboard Full Bed. Dresser w/mirror. Press Back Rocker. Round Table w/claw 
 foot legs, unique. Ellington Upright Piano. Claw Foot Piano Stool. Mantle 
 Clock. 2 Full-Size Wood Beds. Spring Rocker. Crock Jars & Jugs. 3-Gallon 
 Swirl Crock. Wine Crock. 1930s Betty’s Scrapbook of Little Recipes for Little 
 Cooks. Coffee Grinder. Fainting Couch. Roll-Top Desk. Secretariat. Metal Bed. 
 Old Wood Cook Stove. Maytag & Speed Queen Wringer Washers. Trunks. 9 
 Dolls. Baby Buggy. ITEN Biscuit Tins. Singer Pedal Sewing Machine. Wooden 
 Table w/5 pillar legs. Several Wooden Chairs. Hats. Two-Wheel Cart w/steel 
 wheels. Gas Engine Cart. Brass Oil Pump. Hand Scythe. Corn Dryer. Hen 
 Chicken House. Old Wagon. Bobsled.
 COINS & TOKENS:  Half Dollars: 1895, 1906, 1907, 1909, 1926, 1928, 1934, 
 1936, 1940, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1951, 1959, 1974. Quarters: 1891, 1895, 
 1900, 1929, 1930. Nickels: 2–1899. Buffalo Nickel. 1-Cent Indian Head: 
 1888, 1895, 1899, 1901. $2 Bill: 1928. Franklin Half Dollar: 1963. Mercury 
 Dimes, many in the 1940s era. RJP Christensen 5-Cents Token. RF 5-Cents 
 Token. 1918 Wuerte & Galete Fraternity Token. 2 Sioux City Service Co. Token. 
 Many more to be found.
 ADVERTISING ITEMS:  Hartington Creamery Crock Bowl. Ida Grove, Iowa, 
 Items:  The Fan, Ben 5 Noble. Lumber Co. Pitchers Hardware. 1966 Corey Oil 
 Calendar. Chris Paulson Thermometer, Obert, Nebr. Farmers State Bank, 
 Obert, Nebr. 
 CAR:  1992 Buick LeSabre, white, 142,000 miles.  HOUSEHOLD. MISC. 

 Many more items yet to be discovered. In case of inclement weather, 
 will be held at Cedar County Fairgrounds.

 Kelly Konken • Ed Huwaldt • John Wortmann
 402-254-3472 • 402-337-0784 • 402-355-2614

 View Pictures at www.edhuwaldt.com


