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Saturday starting at 9 a.m.
“Picking up the bags isn’t

going to take very long,” Heier
said. “For the most part, you go
around, you see a bag, you pick
it up. It goes a lot faster (than
putting them out).

“But, after we pick them all
up we’ve got to go to the food
pantry and sort through
everything, put it in its category
– and there are approximately
30 different categories,” he said.
“That’ll take a little bit of time,
but I think it’ll be a lot of fun.”

The food pantry gave the
Coyoteopoly students a list of
the different items they’re
seeking, which included tuna,
canned meat, chunky and
regular soup, crackers,
hamburger helper, scalloped
potatoes, boxed mashed
potatoes, chili, macaroni and
cheese, pasta and rice, cereal,
canned fruit, muffin mix and
peanut butter and jelly.

The annual Coyoteopoly
food drive began as part of the
Business Law class taught by Dr.
Greg Huckabee, but has since
become one of the group’s
regular activities, the main idea
behind which is summarized by
the mission statement, “To unite
the USD students, faculty, staff
and the community of
Vermillion and its surrounding
areas in order to enhance the

knowledge of hunger awareness,
as well as provide lasting relief
to the issue of hunger.”

“Basically, it’s one of those
ways that gives USD the
opportunity to give back to the
community, and just help them
to have a better bond with the
community,” Heier said. “It’s
really good to give back to the
community. How many people
have lived here for four years-
plus? This is a second home to
them. I know a lot of students
just like to be able to give back
because they live here.”

For her part, Berglin said she
is “really impressed with the
crew that put this together this
year.”

The Vermillion Food Pantry
has grown substantially since it
was founded 28 years ago, due
in large part to efforts like these,
Berglin said.

“It’s incredible, the
generosity,” she said. “We have
families now that are donating
every month, just like if you
paid your bill to the electric
company … which is really
wonderful.

“We’re very fortunate in the
respect that we have a lot of
good friends,” she said.

For more information about
the Vermillion Food Pantry,
visit
www.vermillionfoodpantry.org.

To volunteer to help pick up
donations Saturday, e-mail
foodpantryvolunteers@hotmail.
com, or visit Coyoteopoly’s
Facebook page.

■ FOOD
From Page 1

Bergen Lutheran Church is
pleased to have author Tom
Roberts and his wife, Tammy, as
presenters for this year’s “Come
to the Table” program.  The
event will
be held on
Saturday,
Nov. 3 at 10
a.m. in the
Bergen
Lutheran
Church
Fellowship
Hall. 

Tom
Roberts is
originally
from the
Ipswich/Aberdeen area of South
Dakota, but he and his wife,
Tammy, have been long-time
residents of Sioux Falls. His
affiliation with the Children’s
Home Society (CHS) began
several years ago as a volunteer
Santa Claus for the kid’s
Christmas Party.  Then in 2002,
he and his wife produced one of
his stories, “Twas The Night
Before Christ,” into a book as a
fundraiser for Children’s Home.
The project was a great success
for several years and eventually
led to his wife becoming a
member of the CHS foundation
staff.  

In the spring of 2009, Tom,
too, was invited to join their
team as their event coordinator
and during his first year there
published his second book,
“Santa’s Prayer.” In 2011, Tom
launched his third book
entitled, “The Little Lost Sock.”
To date, 37,000 of his books
have been sold world-wide
raising over $700,000 to help the
kids at CHS.

All are welcome to attend
this event.  “Come to the Table”
is sponsored by the Bergen
Lutheran Church WELCA.  The
church is located seven miles
west of Vermillion on Timber
Road.

‘Come to
the Table’
on Nov. 3

ROBERTS

Veterans rated as permanently and
totally disabled as the result of a service
related injury have only a short time left to
apply for a new program that would grant
them a partial exemption on their
property taxes.

Eligible veterans or the unmarried
surviving spouse of an eligible veteran
wanting to take part in the Property Tax
Reduction for Disabled Veterans Program
must apply annually on or before
November 1 to their county assessor. The
program exempts the first $100,000 of
valuation of a disabled veteran’s property
from property taxes. For the purposes of
the program, property is defined as the
house (including manufactured and
mobile homes), garage, and the lot upon
which it sits or one acre, whichever is less.
Because the budgets and tax levies for the
property taxes payable in 2013 have
already been set, veterans eligible for this
program will first see the reduction in
their property taxes payable in 2014.

To be eligible, the veteran must have
been rated permanently and totally
disabled based on the established rating
schedule used by the Veterans’ Affairs
Rating Board. Applicants will be required
to provide proof of their eligibility to get
the exemption. Such proof can be
obtained by calling the Sioux Falls VA
Regional Office at 1-800-827-1000 and
requesting that they send the veteran a
statement verifying they are permanently
and totally disabled as the result of a
service-connected disability. A copy of that
statement should be presented along with
the application. 

Applications are now available from
county assessors and the Division of
Property and Special Taxes.  

For more information, call the
Department of Revenue’s toll-free helpline
at 1-800-829-9188 and select option “2.”

Deadline nears for
disabled veterans

propety tax benefits


