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local acts–bands from
Vermillion and the
surrounding areas–such as
20 Bold Ideas, The Worried
Mothers, Tenenbaums and
others. These performances
have always been well
attended and loudly
played.

In fact, the basement of
the pub has a long
tradition of hosting
musical acts. 

“It is really fun to revive
that, and kind of relive
those basement
memories,” said Varsity co-
owner Diane Wirth. “The
memories go back so many
years for so many people.
People come to take
sentimental journeys.” 

While it is true that
many of the musicians who
now perform at the Varsity
Pub are new to the
location, there are those
who come for the sense of
nostalgia. 

One such artist is T.
Wilson King, who recently
performed during one of
the regular open mic
events.

Nostalgia, however, isn’t
the only reason for which
musicians come to the
open mic night events. 

“One of the big things
for me is that [open mic
events] are how I got my
start, becoming confident
with playing music in front
of people,” said Zach Baltz,
a local musician and
member of 20 Bold Idea.
“It is one of those things
that I feel just has to be
there, there has to be that
outlet for people to go play.

There are plenty of people,
especially in a college town,
who need to play music,
they want to play music. 

“We wanted to make
that happen for them and
the Varsity seemed to be a
good fit.”

The existence of the
open mic nights at the
Varsity Pub was born out
of that necessity, as several
regular open mic
performers returned to
Vermillion after the
summer to find that the
events had been
indefinitely suspended at
their usual downtown
location. 

Nathan Glanzer, a
regular patron of the
Varsity Pub, along with
musicians Jesse Mohling
and Baltz, are largely
responsible for laying the
foundations of the weekly
event and alternate as MCs. 

“We talked to Diane,
and she was on board,”
Baltz said. “It has been
great so far. A lot of people
have shown up and that
has been awesome.”

Despite the necessity
out of which the open mic
nights at the Varsity Pub
were formed, there are
many other aspects that
have contributed to the
success of the events. 

“Acoustically, it was a
really great space to do our
show in,” said Baltz.

A general sense of café
ambiance has also given
character to the space,
which, at times, becomes
alternatively a dance floor
and a mosh pit. 

“It’s what an open mic
night should be,” said
Baltz. “People can come,
hang out and play music.”
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By Sarah Wetzel, 
For the Plain Talk

In the center of the tiny town of
Wakonda, a little oasis has sprung up
known as the Wakonda Cafe. 

“I’m too young for this,” Margaret
Marauta could be heard saying as she
rushed to serve a full house last
Friday. 

The special of the day was pulled-
pork sandwiches served with French
fries. Hamburgers, soup and salad
could also be seen gracing the tables. 

Marauta runs the restaurant along
with her husband, Arthur Ludke.
Ludke does the cooking while
Marauta serves as the lone waitress
and cashier.

“We’re not busy enough for
more,” Marauta said. “We were
especially busy for parade day.” 

The cafe was unusually busy due
to the town’s homecoming parade. 

The Wakonda Cafe opened just a
few weeks ago and will be serving
customers Monday through Sunday 7
am - 2 pm. Thursday through
Saturday it will also open from 7-8
pm. 

“[Arthur] has been a chef in
various areas and has always wanted
to run [a restaurant] himself,”
Marauta said. “I’m just the waitress
girl. [Customers] are mostly local and

rural right now because I haven’t
spread the word.”

While surrounding communities
might not yet have heard about the
cafe’s opening, they are certainly
familiar with Chef Ludke’s cooking. 

“Arthur is pretty well known
around the area for his food,”
Marauta said. “He’s been a chef all
his life. He’s been around this area for
20-some years.”

“Arthur’s an exceptional cook,”
Mike Logue said. Logue visited the
cafe with his family following the
parade. “The food is really good.”
Logue is among the fan base that likes
to eat where Ludke cooks.  

“This is my first time eating here
since it switched owners,” said Bruce
Bailey, a local principal. “It’s pretty
good so far.” 

According to Bailey, even though
Marauta and Ludke have recently
opened it has a rich history. He is not
the only one to appreciate it.

“The community is really proud of
this cafe,” said Audrey Larson. “The
town came together donating time,
supplies, you name it to build this
cafe.” 

“Hopefully we’re going to be there
for a duration of time,” Marauta said.
“This place has been opening and
closing for a while now and this is the
first time the place has ever had a

chef in the building. Hopefully that
will make a difference.”

Marauta admitted there is a
definite uncertainty about the
restaurant’s future especially
considering possible harsh winters.
The overall outlook, however, is
positive.

“We’re just starting out,” Marauta
said. “It seems like the locals are so
happy. Everybody’s really very
supportive of us.”

The friendly atmosphere that
permeated the cafe last Friday is
apparently what Marauta and Ludke
are going for.

“[We want customers] just being
really comfortable, and relaxed,”
Marauta said. “Families that visit at
the table, have a really good
conversation with friends, have a
really good meal and be full.”

Marauta mentioned that the
restaurant is available for catering,
private parties, fundraisers,
homemade soups and brown bag
lunches. They also offer daily specials
including all-you-can-eat ribs on
Thursday nights. 

“He makes his own barbeque
sauce and it’s just excellent,” Marauta
said. 

For more information on the
restaurant, please call Wakonda Café
at 605-660-7410. 

Wakonda restaurant hopes
to put down firm rootsBy Katie Clausen

For the Plain Talk

The Clay County Flyers
are a traditional 4-H
group, their main
concentration helping local
youth develop valuable
skills. 

But in addition to an
array of projects and
record books typical of 4-
H, the Flyers emphasize
another popular skill:
marksmanship.

“We are a regular 4-H
group but our focus is on
the shooting sports:
archery, BB gun, and
shotgun,” said leader Liz
DeVelder.

There are currently
eight active 4-H groups
within the Clay County
Extension System. Each
group has its own twist on
the 4-H program. 

DeVelder leads the
group in addition to
working at University of
South Dakota speech and
hearing clinic.

“We have a lot of
families that hunt in our
group, so fall is actually
somewhat slow for us,”
DeVelder said “We do
weekly practices on
Sundays at the 4-H center.”

The Clay County Flyers
are looking for new
members and plan on
hosting an introductory
day where kids can come
try out the BB gun and
learn about other areas of
4-H they might be
interested in participating
in. 

There are currently 33
active members in the
Flyers club. 

“4-H in general
promotes leadership,
organization and public
speaking skills,” DeVelder
said “As far as shooting,
they’re also learning safety.
4-H teaches amazing life
skills.”

The 4-H fiscal year
started Wednesday. 

Any young person in
Clay County wishing to
join 4-H may do so.
Groups often focus on age
appropriate activities and
skill levels, but working as a
whole and pairing up is
also encouraged. 

“The older kids will
often help teach the
younger kids which helps
with development,”
DeVelder said. “That also
helps us put a big emphasis
on safety because the
young kids are often paired
up with an older
individual,” 

The BB gun and
archery state shoot
competition is held in
April, and the shotgun
competition is held in the
fall. The Flyer’s beginner
group recently received
first place in the shotgun
competition and an
additional group of Flyer’s
placed second.

“Being part of a team is
important, we shoot for
individual scores but we
still compete as a team,”
DeVelder said. “It’s a nice
little family.” 

Clay County Flyers 4-H group
sight-in on shooting sports

SIOUX FALLS (AP) —
South Dakota's oil and gas
production is a fraction of
North Dakota's, but the
organizer of a conference in
Spearfish said the southern
neighbor could prosper if
companies step up to supply
much-needed products and
services to the burgeoning oil
patch.

Branden Bestgen says the
Black Hills Bakken and
Investor Conference was first
held two years ago as a

general introduction on the
potential for South Dakota to
play more of a role in North
Dakota.

He says this year's
gathering on Wednesday and
Thursday will include
specifics on how business
owners can tap the energy
markets and expand that
segment of South Dakota's
economy, which is largely
based on agriculture and
tourism.

Conference offers how S.D.
can benefit from N.D. oil
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