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OBITUARIES
FRANKLYN
‘BESSIE’ BELL

Franklyn Bessie Bell, 81,
of Hill City, Edgemont and
Vermillion SD died
Tuesday
October 28th
at the
Wakonda
Heritage
Manor/Avera
in Wakonda
SD.

Funeral
services will
be at 10 a.m.
Monday, Nov. 3 at the
Hansen Funeral Home
1120 E Main Street
Vermillion.  Burial will
follow at the Bluff View
Cemetery in Vermillion.

Franklyn “Bessie” Block
was born June 23, 1933 in
McIntosh S.D. to Ernest
and Francis Block as their
first of nine children.

Bessie recalled helping
her mother take care of the
8 following children at the
farm, the farm chores,
riding horse and the like as
was common to farm living
at the time.  She recalled
liking to play basketball,
and by her telling, she was
good.

But her likes soon
changed at the age of 15
when she met John Bell.
She married John when 16
years old on Sept. 24, 1949
in Morristown. They lived
in McIntosh where John
farmed and also worked as
an implement dealer
mechanic. During that
time she recalled with joy
the times when she would
pack a picnic lunch and fly
with John in a small plane
directly to fields to repair
combines. Jeraldine, their
first child was born while

they lived there. They later
moved to Vermillion where
John had family and work.
Their children Steve and
Cathy were born there.
Bessie worked for some
time at USD.

In the late 70s they
moved to Hill City and
built a modest home,
where they enjoyed fishing,
hills living and socializing.
She helped to establish the
“Black Hills Good Time
German Club”, serving as
president of the club for
several years. John and
Bessie had good times with
the polka music, German
foods and of course.... beer.
Working in several Hill
City businesses, she
became well known and
well liked.

Heavy snow coupled
with age had John and
Bessie move to warmer
Edgemont in 2006.

Survivors are daughter
Jerri Balke, special friend
Dave Walsh of South Sioux
City, Neb., daughter Cathy
of Edgemont, son Steve
and Nancy Bell of
Vermillion, half brother
Gene and Barbara Hoag of
Vermillion, half sister
Helen and Ernie Metz of
Yankton, also four
grandchildren:  Brenda and
Barth Gawlikowski, Brian
Balke, Laura and Vaughn
Temple, Joshua Bell, and
great grandchildren:  Ava
Gawlikowski and Kaya
Temple. Also her brothers
Nick (Della) Block, Jack
(Linda) Block, her sisters
Peggy (Block) Koch, Patsy
(Block) Mollman, Georgia
(Block) Dick Makens, and
Inez (Block) Locken.

She was preceded in
death by her husband John
Bell, parents Ernest and

Francis Block, mother and
father in law Glen and
Katie Hoag, brothers
Smokey and Buddy Block
and brother in law Wayne
Mollman.
HansenFuneralHome.com.

DOROTHY
GOLDEN

Dorothy C. (Myron)
Golden, 97, died peacefully
on Thursday, October 23,
2014 at the
Good
Samaritan
Center in
Canton. A
service
celebrating
her life will
be at 1 p.m.
Tuesday,
November 4,
at First Lutheran Church
following the private
service of burial for
immediate family.
Visitation will be on
Monday, November 3,
from 4:30-6:30 pm at
Miller Funeral Home
downtown.

Dorothy Catherine
Myron, daughter of Elling
and Anna (Larson) Myron,
was born on July 4, 1917 in
Vermillion, SD. As an only
child until she was nine
years old, Dorothy quickly
learned how to keep busy
playing the piano, sewing
clothes for herself and her
dolls, and taking care of
animals on the farm. She
was especially fond of cats.
After graduating from
Vermillion High School in
1936, Dorothy continued
her education, earning her
teaching degree from the
University of South Dakota

and later her masters
degree of education from
Augustana College when
she was 61 years old.

On December 31, 1941
Dorothy was united in
marriage with Robert
Stephen Golden in
Hempstead, NY before he
headed off to war on the
ship Queen Mary. Dorothy
continued to teach in
country schools and was
hired as a housekeeper in
New York during the
summer months. After Bob
returned home from the
war, they settled in Sioux
Falls where Dorothy taught
typing and shorthand at
Nettleton Business College.
After several years,
Dorothy began teaching in
the elementary schools in
Sioux Falls.

A longtime member of
First Lutheran Church,
Dorothy sang in the adult
choir, was a member of the
Dorcas Circle, and played
piano for the Sunday
School Department.
Dorothy was a supportive
wife and a caring mother
to her three daughters. She
also was a member of
Chapter BS in P.E.O, and
enjoyed traveling, playing
bridge and attending South
Dakota Symphony
concerts.

Grateful for sharing her
life are her three daughters,
Dorothy (Kirke) Wheeler,
Ruth (Matthew) Bersagel,
and Roberta (Gary)
Famestad; and five
grandchildren: Tom,
Annie, Paul, Jeff, and
Grace; and brother Donald
and his wife Joyce of
Houston, TX.

Dorothy was preceded
in death by her husband
Bob; parents; and an infant
brother, Elling. In lieu of
flowers memorials may be
directed to the music and
worship ministry of First
Lutheran Church or the
USD School of Education.
www.millerfh.com

DIONNE
KACZINSKI

CLINTON, Iowa  —
Dionne P. Kaczinski, age
77, of Clinton, IA,  passed
away
Thursday,
Oct. 16,
2014, at the
Alverno
Health Care
Facility.
Funeral
services were
held 10:30
AM Tuesday,
Oct. 21, at First United
Methodist Church,
Clinton. Visitation was
held Monday 4-7pm at the
Pape Funeral Home. Burial
was at Clinton Lawn
Cemetery. Memorials may
be given to the Alverno or
First United Methodist
Church. Online
condolences may be left at
www.papefh.com.

Dionne was born on
May 15, 1937, in Sioux
City, Iowa, the daughter of
Ross and Lucille (Ashcraft)
Sampson. She graduated
from Central High School
in Sioux City. She married
Eugene Kaczinski on Sept.
21, 1957, in Sioux City, IA;
he died in 1996. She
worked as a legal secretary
at the Hutchinson-Hurst-

Duggan Law Firm in Sioux
City, IA and the Paul
Pfeiffer Law Firm in
Clinton. She was a member
of First United Methodist
Church, Clinton, the
Riverboat Rustlers Square
Dance Club in Eldridge,
IA, and volunteered at
Mercy Medical Center in
the gift shop. She enjoyed
crocheting, cross stitch,
card making and crafts. She
loved pansies and
hummingbirds.

Dionne is survived by
her three sons: Joel
(Cynthia) Kaczinski of
Clinton, Jeffrey (Kayne)
Kaczinski of Davenport,
IA, and Jason (Molly)
Kaczinski of Clinton; six
grandchildren, Jacob,
Caleb, Rachel, Megan,
Sophia and Max; her
fiancée, Duane Geronzin of
Clinton; and a sister,
Marlyn (Annar) Pettersen
of Vermillion, SD. She was
preceded in death by her
parents, husbands, and her
grandmothers, Phrilda
Ashcraft, who had raised
her as a child, and Emma
Sampson. The family
would like to thank Prairie
Hills and the Alverno
Health Care Facility for
their kindness and support
in caring for our mother.

DUNCAN AND
THELMA
MCGREGOR

Memorial service for
Duncan and Thelma
McGregor will be held on
Saturday November the 8th
at 10:30 A.M. At the United
Church of Christ in
Vermillion, S.D.

Bell

Golden

Kaczinski

Sunday, Oct. 19
1:52 a.m. – Officers

stopped a vehicle for failing to
stop for a stop sign.  The
driver was intoxicated and was
arrested for DWI.

1:56 a.m. – Officers
received a report of a verbal
altercation at a residence.  On
arrival, Officers contacted
several people involved but all
claimed no fight had occurred.
One of the parties provided
false information to an officer
regarding her name and date
of birth.  She was intoxicated.
Officers later identified her and
referred charged for Minor
possession/consumption of
alcohol and false information.

3:45 a.m. – Caller reported
unknown person(s) had
entered a neighbors residence
and possibly stolen items.
Detectives were notified, under
investigation.

Monday, Oct. 20
6:25 a.m. – Caller reported

that he had been assaulted
and his wallet taken.  Officers
investigated but the caller was
unwilling to provide suspect
information for fear of
retaliation.  Under
investigation.

3:44 p.m. – Caller reported
being assault by her adult

sister.  Officers investigated
and arrested the sister for
domestic assault.

Tuesday, Oct. 21
6:42 p.m. – Officers

investigated a two vehicle
injury accident.  The driver
who was at fault was cited for
Careless Driving and No
insurance.

8:00 p.m. – Complainant
reported that a family member
took his credit card and made
several purchased.  Under
investigation.

10:59 p.m. – An officer
stopped a vehicle for erratic
lane travel.  The driver was
intoxicated and was arrested
for DWI.

Wednesday, Oct. 22
1:06 a.m. – An Officer saw

a woman staggering on the
side of the road and fall down.
He contacted the woman who
was very intoxicated.  He asked
for identification, the woman
opened her wallet and the officer
could see an ID card, yet the
woman denied having any id.
Further investigation showed the
woman was underage and had a
false identification out of Illinois.
The woman was cited and taken
into protective custody until her
father was located and came
and took over her care.

7:58 p.m. – Officers
responded to report of smoke
coming from a residence.  On
arrival, the residence was
cleared.  There was lots of
smoke but no sign of fire.
Officers checked and found a hot
plate with melted plastic toys on
it.  The Fire Department arrived
and determined there were not
other fire sources in the building.

11:12 p.m. – Officers
responded to a complaint of a
loud party.  Officer found a group
of underage people drinking
alcohol at the party.  10 people
were cited for underage
consumption and two were cited
for noise prohibition.

Thursday, Oct. 23
9:23 a.m. – Complainant

came to the station and
reported she was shot.  She
said she was shot in the thigh
by someone who does not
think women should drive.
She then identified another
officer as the possible offender
who had shot her.  Officers
saw no sign of injury to the
woman's leg or any indication
that she had been shot.

10:40 a.m. – Officers
received an anonymous report
that a parent was neglecting
her child.  Investigation did not
find any information to support

the allegations and
investigators believe the
estranged father of the child
was responsible for the report.

5:50 p.m. – Caller reported
he was assaulted by a man
while shopping in a local
business.  Officers contacted
the caller who was uninjured
and stated a man who he had
purchased a television from
had grabbed him and was
angry because he had not paid
for the television. Under
investigation.

8:18 p.m. – Officers and
confidential informants under
21 years of age attempted to
purchase alcohol from License
Holders.  Ten checks were
conducted with seven
businesses refusing the
purchase and three allowing
the purchase.  The three
employees who allowed the
purchase were charged with
furnishing alcohol to a minor.

Friday, Oct. 24
2:56 a.m. – Officers

responded to a residence
regarding a report of a man
trying to enter the wrong
home.  The man was highly
intoxicated and entered the
wrong home and taken off his
clothing thinking he was home.
Officers assisted the man in

returning to his actual
residence.

11:07 a.m. – Medical staff
requested a welfare check on
an elderly resident who was
not answering the door and
had not been heard from
recently.  Officers checked the
residence and found the
woman.  She was alright.

6:36 p.m. – Caller, an off
duty public safety employee,
reported a man with a warrant
at local convenience store.
Officers checked the area but
were not able to locate the
man.

Saturday, Oct. 25
9:27 a.m. – A local

business reported the
business had been entered by
person(s) unknown during the
night and money had been
stolen.  Several pieces of
evidence were found and
detectives are pursuing leads.
Under investigation.

7:34 p.m. – Officers
responded to an injury
accident scene involving one
vehicle.  The driver was
treated and transported by
ambulance.  Investigation
revealed the driver was taking
prescription drugs that effect
driving, she was arrested for
Driving while intoxicated.

7:51 p.m. – Caller reported
her daughter was in a
domestic dispute with a
boyfriend.  Officers responded
and investigated.  The
daughter and boyfriend had
argued and the boyfriend had
assaulted the daughter.  The
boyfriend was arrested for
domestic assault.  He was also
arrested on an outstanding
Clay County warrant for
domestic assault and
intentional damage to property.

8:22 p.m. – An officer saw
a vehicle speeding - 69mph in
a 35mph zone.  When he
attempted to stop the vehicle,
it accelerated and drove
through stop signs without
stopping.  The vehicle was
eventually stopped, and the
driver was intoxicated, had a
suspended driver's license and
did not have insurance.  The
driver was arrested on multiple
charges.

11:21 p.m. – Caller
reported a group of men had
set off the car alarm on her
truck while walking by the
home.  Officers responded and
followed several leads but
were not able to locate the
men involved.
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