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Miller’s Time As Governor Recalled
BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

PIERRE – The proverbial old crowd,
many now long retired, somberly
gathered Monday afternoon for the
memorial service honoring the life of
former Gov. Walter Dale Miller.
The ceremony came on what would
have been his ninetieth birthday. But
he had died last week, on Sept. 28,
while in Dallas, Texas, during a trip to
visit the library of former President
George W. Bush.
More than 200 people filled the
rows of chairs in the rotunda and
halfway down the east and west wings
of the Capitol’s second floor. More people watched from the third and fourth
floor overlooks.
In the very front, facing the assembled, sat two rows of dignitaries who
held special connections to the former
governor. Among them was former
First Lady Linda Mickelson Graham.
Side by side she and Miller led the
escort behind the casket of the late
Gov. George S. Mickelson down the
front steps of the Capitol on that April
afternoon 23 years ago.
Miller was lieutenant governor for
Mickelson from 1987 until the unimaginable news arrived on the afternoon of
April 19, 1993.
The state airplane, having lost a
propeller blade because of a flaw that
the Federal Aviation Association didn’t
warn pilots about, couldn’t stay aloft
in the Iowa sky on the return trip from
Cincinnati, Ohio.
As the state pilots Ron Becker
and David Hansen fought to make a
landing, the turboprop crashed into a
silo. All eight men including Mickelson
died.
Suddenly Miller was South Dakota’s
governor.
The New Underwood rancher, businessman and long-time Republican
figure had to step up for 20 months
and 19 days to lead South Dakota during one of the hardest episodes in the
state’s history.
At Monday’s service, state Rep. G.
Mark Mickelson answered the question many people have wondered
for more than 25 years: What led his
father to select Miller as his running
mate in 1986?
Miller had spent the previous 20
years in the state House of Representa-
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On Monday, October 5, the State
of South Dakota honored former
Governor Walter Dale Miller at
the Capitol Building.

tives. Mickelson, a Brookings lawyer,
was House speaker for the 1979-1980
term. Miller as speaker pro tem was in
line for the next term to follow Mickelson in the top spot.
Mark Mickelson recalled his father
sometimes stopping with the family at
the Miller ranch. Watching the men together, he said he could tell his father
felt that Miller “had all the attributes
of a good partner.”
No one on Monday mentioned
the 1994 primary election that ended
Miller’s hope of winning a term as
governor of his own. Only Gov. Dennis
Daugaard made a slight reference, using the word “squabbles.”
Both Miller and former Gov. Bill
Janklow sought the Republican
nomination in the June 1994 primary.
Janklow won.
Miller spent the next seven months
trying to hold together state government’s budget. The South Dakota Supreme Court shut down video lottery
from August until voters could decide
that November whether to legalize it in
the state constitution.
Daugaard noted that Miller was
South Dakota’s first full-time lieutenant
governor.
“The state Capitol became Walt’s
second home year-round,” Daugaard
said. “He was the right man at the right

On Tuesday, October 20, at 6:30 p.m., at the Vermillion
Sanford Admin. Board Room, a program on Elder Abuse
will be presented by Cassie Lindquist and Katie Heck of the
Department of Social Services of South Dakota.
Cassie is the Adult Services and Aging Program Specialist
for S.D. Social Services and has extensive expertise in the
area of Elder Abuse.
Katie is a Supervisor with the Adult Services and Aging
Program of the Department of Social Services of South Dakota. Social Services, Health Services and Law Enforcement
in South Dakota are evaluating the scope of Elder Abuse in
South Dakota.
They will discuss the Signs of Elder Abuse; Risk Factors;
Types of Abuse; Mandatory Reporting; Statistics and Prevention of Exploitation. The discussion will be focusing on the
health care provider’s assessments and responsibilities. The
program is sponsored by the South Dakota Nurses Association, District 11.
Members and non-members are invited to attend.
Questions or further information, please contact Sandi
Isburg, 605-760-3260.

time, the steady seasoned cowboy.”
State Attorney General Marty
Jackley described Miller as the “cowboy governor” and “Meade County’s
favorite son.” As a legislator Miller
technically represented Meade County
because that’s where the ranch was,
rather than Pennington County where
New Underwood is; the Jackley family
roots are in Meade County too.
Jackley repeatedly praised Miller
for his loyalty.
Steve Kirby of Sioux Falls, who
served as lieutenant governor for
Miller, told the story of how he came
to get that appointment. Kirby said he
called the governor’s office in the days
after the plane crash and volunteered
to help in any way he could.
Days later, on May 12, 1993, the
Kirbys found a message on their
telephone answering machine. “Seven
words,” Kirby said: “Steve – Walt Miller
– Please call me – Thanks.” Kirby
said he joked to his family that the
governor was calling to ask him to be
his No. 2.
Turned out, he was.
The laughs came Monday afternoon
with Frank Brost’s turn at the microphone. He had been Mickelson’s chief
of staff, but they had just parted ways.
The plane crash changed those plans.
Miller told Brost that Miller needed
him, according to Brost.
“I said, I’ll stay as long as you
want,” Brost recalled.
Brost, his voice still carrying that
same raw prairie gravel of a sheepherder’s son who took a strange turn
into the halls of state government,
acknowledged the politics of Mickelson, who wasn’t averse to seeking a
sales-tax increase, didn’t always match
the politics of Miller, whom Brost said
had a “conservative approach.”
Brost said Mickelson and Miller
were a great team.
“He was a great leader,” Brost said
about Miller’s time as governor. “He
said about as few words as possible,
but when he talked, people listened.”
A motorcade was arranged to accompany Miller’s body to Rapid City
on Monday after the service and a
reception.
The funeral was held Wednesday in
Rapid City with burial at the Viewfield
cemetery near the Miller ranch north
of New Underwood.

Clay Co. Employees Receive Award
On behalf of the South Dakota Public Assurance Alliance
and the SDML Workers’ Compensation Fund, the employees
of Clay County were presented a Gold Level and a Platinum
Level Loss Control/Safety Achievement Award at the annual
South Dakota Association of County Officials Conference
in Pierre, South Dakota on September 15, 2015. This award
honors the employees for their efforts in protecting the
assets of Clay County by making the workplace safer for
employees, reducing liability exposures and saving the taxpayers’ dollars, through loss control.
Clay County was one of nineteen entities who received a
Gold Level in recognition of their loss control/safety efforts.
This was their fourth year to receive a Gold Level Award.
Clay County was one of eleven entities to receive the
Platinum Level award. The Pools present the Platinum Level
Award in recognition of their outstanding and comprehensive loss control/safety program.
They received the Platinum Level for the second time.

Pillow Cleaning will be available in this vicinity:
Saturday, October 17th 9:00 - 1:00pm

All Types of Bed Pillows Cleaned - Feather, Foam, Down, Fiber Fill
etc. Make your pillows look like new - have them

Completely Renovated and NEW TICKING
(Ticking is the new outer fabris or material used on pillow)

Do it NOW for Restful Sleep! Bring in your feather beds and have them made into new pillows.
Your pillows can be Renovated and back on your bed the SAME DAY. Mobile unit located at:
Concordia Lutheran Church • 7 South University St. • Vermillion
For more info call Kraft Pillow Service at 712.378.2918 • Email: pillows@frontiernet.net

Also Available: New Feather, Down, or Allergy-Free Pillows.

thank you
Thanks to the good wishes of friends and family our
70th wedding anniversary was a day to cherish.
Special thanks to the folks at HyVee and the
Edith B. Siegrist Vermillion Public Library for their
courtesy and assistance. To all the people who helped
and who made calls and brought flowers, cards and
gifts we express our heartfelt appreciation.

LiveVermillion.com Website Connects
All Aspects Of Vermillion Life
BY SARAH WETZEL
For the Plain Talk

The Vermillion Chamber
and Development Company,
in a continuing effort to
make Vermillion living more
convenient, have developed
LiveVermillion.com, a website that acts as a one-stop
information hub for those
looking to find information
on events, housing, tourism,
or just the area in general.
“This is a website that
the chamber put together to
try and put everything into
one location.” said Tim Bellis, VCDC Tourism & Marketing Coordinator. “Anything
anyone would want to know
about Vermillion they could
go to livevermillion.com
and when you do so it takes
you to a home page that has
direct links to the chamber, to the city, to USD, to
visitor info and tourism, to
economic development and
the community calendar, all
in one spot.”
Whether the site’s visitors are newcomers to town
looking for history and
information on the location
and economic indicators or
a bored local looking for entertainment, ideal information should be found at this
one site.
“You can go right to the
community calendar and
see what’s been listed by
any kind of organization
who wanted to post,” Bellis
said. “So we put that all in
one location, makes it very
easy.”
The links should all be
current, each being updated
by their specific parties.

“Each of these individual
websites are controlled by
themselves,” Bellis said.
“The Clay County people
take care of theirs, the
city takes care of theirs,
etc. Even ours is in need
of updating constantly. As
soon as we get through
some of these activities that
have been running summer
through Octoberfest, we’ll
be able to come in and do
some housekeeping ourselves and get it cleaned up
a little bit more and make
further improvements.”
Community members
themselves are invited to
share event information on
the site through the community calendar.
“If you went into the
community calendar and
had an event that you want
posted, there is a place that
you can contact and it has a
form that you fill out,” Bellis
said. “We update that daily
and put it into the calendar
whether it’s a school event,
a sporting event or a cultural event so we can color
code those things and make
it even simpler to read.”
So far the site is working
and people are starting to
take notice.
“The community calen-

Happy 80th
Birthday,
Dennis Manning!

dar is full and very active,”
Bellis said. “People from
all different organizations
are starting to realize this
is a fantastic connection to
the community. To give an
example there is a community education group for
continuing ed. They have
people from all walks of life
in Vermillion. Everything
from the library to the
historical society to parks
and rec to you name it. The
don’t necessarily have a
conduit where they can get
their information out and
share it with people that are
looking around for what’s
going on. So collectively
they can post their things
with us in the meanwhile
and we can provide the link
that connects all of them
together so it shows everything under that umbrella
of community groups for
community education.”
There is no cost to post
on the community calendar
according to Bellis.
Though the website itself
is not new, improvements
are still coming.
“It’s always a work in
progress,” Bellis said. “It’s
never going to be perfect.
We’re always going to have
glitches or things we need
to continually improve upon
to make it that much better
and easier. In fact one of the
things we’re working with
our website manager to put
in a search bar so you get to
that calendar or the home
page and are still kind of
lost so you can just type in
the search item and it would

www.KraftPillowService.com

pull up all the search things.
What we’re hoping is to be
able to link everyone and
everything.”

THANK YOU ALL!
Frank and Ginny Putz

Grab your purse,
it’s time to shop!
The tenth annual expo for
her is two days of shopping,
entertainment, pampering and
fun — designed especially for
women.
Sample foods & drinks,
participate in FREE fabulous
seminars, and SHOP!
Treat yourself or start your
holiday shopping — or both.

First 200 adult
attendees each day
will receive a gift bag
full of free items!
• Attend Fabulous
Seminars!
• See Cooking
Demonstrations
by Local Chefs
• Purchase $20 Gift
Cards for just $10
from some of
Sioux Falls’ favorite
restaurants!

Over 240 booths
featuring:
Jewelry • Purses • Home Décor
Furniture • Original Art • Make-up
Pampering Products • Skincare
Wine • Food • Cookware
Candles • Florals • Travel
Recreation • Photography
Educational Tools
Informational Tools
Gifts Galore…
and so much more!

10
10th Annual
expo for her

JOIN THE FUN!

10

fabulous prize
packages

Valued at over $500 each!
Handbags, Jewelry, Fragrances from:

$6 admission

RECEIVE $1 OFF

with your donation of a
canned good. Help fill the
Food Pantry for winter!

50” LED TV from Kelo TV,
Restaurant Gift Cards & more!

Friday, October 16th • 2pm–9pm
Saturday, October 17th • 9am–5pm
Sioux Falls Convention Center • 1101 N. West Avenue

www.etcsiouxfalls.com

Flu Shot Clinic
Available to persons 6 months & older.

Dennis turns 80 on
Friday, October 16th!
His family requests
a card shower.
Dennis Manning
Cards can be
31425 470th Ave.
sent to:
Burbank, SD 57010
Please Join Us in Wishing Denny
a Happy Birthday!
Your News! The Vermillion Plain Talk

October 12, 2015
10am – 7pm

Flu Shot Clinic at Vermillion Medical Clinic.
No appointment necessary. The cost will
be $40. We accept Medicare assignment.
We will also file to private insurance.
www.VermillionMedicalClinic.com
101 South Plum Street • Vermillion, SD 57069

605-624-8643

