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Routine Auto Service

(MS) -- Given the turbu-
lent economic news, con-
sumers are tightening their
belts and cutting back on
spending. Delaying or ignor-
ing routine automotive serv-
ice is no exception, but a bad
decision, according to the
experts at the non-profit
National  Institute  for
Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE).

Car care extends the life of
your vehicle and can prevent
minor problems from growing
into much more expensive
issues. Worn brake pads, if
ignored, can escalate into
more costly rotor repairs. A
"check-engine" light may sig-
nal something as minor as the
need to replace an inexpen-
sive oxygen sensor. But if
ignored, costly damage to the
catalytic converter can ensue.

Nor should service inter-
vals be ignored. Failure to
change out the engine's tim-
ing belt according to the own-
ers manual's schedule can
result in major engine dam-
age if the belt fails. Must less
dramatic are routine things
such as scheduled oil changes,
replacing dirty filters, or sim-
ply paying attention to tire
pressure. These seemingly

minor services help you get
better gas mileage.

ASE -- the group that tests
and certifies automotive tech-
nicians - offers the following
tips on locating a good repair
shop:

e Start shopping for a
repair facility before you need
one.

* Ask your friends and
associates for recommenda-
tions; consult local consumer
groups.

¢ Arrange for transporta-
tion so you will not choose a
shop based merely on loca-
tion.

e Look for a well-organ-
ized facility, with vehicles in
the parking lot equal in value
to your own and modern
equipment in the service bays.

¢ The staff should be cour-
teous and willing to answer
your questions.

e Look for policies on esti-
mated repair costs, diagnostic
fees, guarantees, and methods
of payment.

e Look for signs of profes-
sionalism such as civic, com-
munity or customer service
awards.

* Look for evidence of
qualified technicians: trade
school diplomas, certificates of
advanced course work and
certification by ASE.

¢ And look for the blue and
white ASE sign.

e For major jobs ask
whether the repair facility
usually handles your type of
repair work.

Visit the ASE Web site at
www.ase.com for seasonal car-care
tips and information on why
motorists should looks for repair facil-
ities that employ ASE-certified auto-
motive technicians.

Hartington Tree Service

erving SE South Dakota & NE Nebraska for 17 years

Tree Trimming+ Removals/Transplanting
- Evergreen Shade & Ornamental
Trees For Sale

www.hartingtontree.com

HERREN ¢ SCHEMPP

BUILDING SUPPLY
“Headquarters for the Builder/Handyman”
1000 W. Cherry, Vermillion
Locally Owned & Operated
1-888-624-2058 or 605-624-2058
www.herrenschempp.com
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YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP
FOR COMFORT

LENNOX )

Innovation never felt so good.™

Receive up to

$1850 in Rebates*

with the purchase of a qualifying
Lennox® Home Comfort System

AND up to $500 in
Federal Tax Credits**

INDGDR COMFORT

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

(605) 624-5618
710 Cottage Avenue
Vermillion, SD

Serving the Vermillion

Area since 1983

*Offer expires 12/02/11. Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox Products.

**See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information.
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EXPECT EXCELLENCE

We’re not satisfied until you are!

Carpet Cleaning
Tile & Grout Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning - Fire Restoration
Duct Cleaning - Water Restoration
Mold Testing & Remediation

FREE ESTIMATES

(call for details)

Certified Master Restorer IICRC Certified Technician

and Textile Cleaner

We Work With
All Insurance Companies

Authorized
Applicator
[ICRC
CERTIFIED FIRM

www.steamwaycleaning.com

YANKTON 665-5700
VERMILLION 624-4666

Toll Free 1-800-529-2450




