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Gov. Dennis Daugaard has
proclaimed October as Disability
Awareness Month in South Dakota. 

The Department of Human
Services joins a broad effort to
observe National Disability
Employment Awareness Month, an
annual awareness campaign that
takes place each October. The
purpose of National Disability
Employment Awareness Month is to
educate about disability employment
issues and celebrate the many and
varied contributions of America’s
workers with disabilities. 

The history of National Disability
Employment Awareness Month
traces back to 1945, when Congress
enacted a law declaring the first week
in October each year “National
Employ the Physically Handicapped
Week.” In 1962, the word “physically”
was removed to acknowledge the
employment needs and
contributions of individuals with all
types of disabilities. In 1988,
Congress expanded the week to a
month and changed the name to
National Disability Employment
Awareness Month. 

“The Department of Human
Services is proud to be a part of this
year's National Disability
Employment Awareness Month," said
Laurie R. Gill, Cabinet Secretary for
the Department of Human Services.
“We want to spread the important
message that a strong workforce is
one inclusive of the skills and talents
of all individuals, including
individuals with disabilities." 

Reflecting this year's theme, a host
of agencies and organizations will be
engaging in a variety of activities,
throughout the month, to educate

the public on disability employment
issues and the role they play in
fostering a disability-friendly work
culture. 

These efforts include: 
Oct. 9 – Mitchell, at 5:30 p.m. at the

County Fair Banquet Hall. John
Robinson will present on “What is
Normal”. The annual awards ceremony
will follow and hors d’oeuvres will be
served. For more information, please
contact Jen Barnes at (605) 770-9476
or Brenda Martin at (605) 995-8072.

Oct. 9 – Yankton, at 8 a.m. at the
Human Services Center (HSC) South
Training Center. John Robinson will
present to employers and providers on
“Overcoming Obstacles and What is
Normal?” and at 12 noon he will
address students, faculty and general
public at Mt. Marty College. Susan
Schneider, Jackson Lewis LLP Law
Firm, will present on the Americans
with Disabilities Act from 10 a.m. to
12 noon at the HSC South Training
Center. For more information, please
contact Jennifer Trenhaile at (605)
668-3050.

Oct. 10 – Brookings, at 12 noon at
the Swiftel Center. John Robinson will
present to Brookings Area Human
Resource Association (BAHRA) and
Women in Leadership and Learning
(WILL) on “Overcoming Obstacles
and What is Normal?” Robinson will
also present at the Brookings High
School to the student assembly at 1:30
p.m. which will include SDSU students
enrolled in the Rehabilitation
Counseling Program. For more
information, please contact Sylvia
Lozada at (605) 688-4282 or Matt
Simet at (605) 695-8471.

Oct. 10 – Milbank, at 6 p.m. at the
Milbank Community Event Center.

John Robinson will present on
“Overcoming Obstacles and What is
Normal?” An awards ceremony will
follow. For more information, please
contact Kimberly Hoberg at (605) 882-
5150.

Oct. 11 – Aberdeen, 10:30 a.m. at
the Ramada Hotel. Featuring John
Robinson “Working with Diversities,
Disabilities and Limitations”
Luncheon will follow with John
Robinson providing the keynote;
Mayor Mike Levinson presenting the
annual awards and panel presentation
featuring Kesslers and Avera St. Lukes
talking about the benefits of
employment. For more information,
please contact Doris Lamb at (605)
626-2398. 

Oct. 11 – Sioux Falls, at 7:30 a.m. at
the Sanford Research Center. Colleen
Moran, ADA Coordinator for the City
of Sioux Falls will present on the
Americans with Disabilities Act and
moderate an employer panel speaking
to the benefits of hiring qualified
employees with disabilities and
availability of other resources and
services. For more information, please
contact Cindy Stewart at (605) 367-
5330.

Oct. 11 – Watertown, at 5 p.m. at
the County Fair Banquet Hall. John
Robinson will present on “Overcoming
Obstacles and What is Normal?” The
Mayor’s Awards will follow the
presentation. For more information,
please contact Gary Frentz at (605)
882-5130.

Oct. 12 – Madison, two
presentations will be held at the
Madison Middle School. John
Robinson will present “Changing
Obstacles & Challenges into
Opportunity” at 9 a.m. for high school

students/faculty and the 10 a.m.
session will target middle school
students/faculty. General public is also
invited to attend. For more
information, please contact Shaun
Erschens at (605) 688-4280. 

Oct. 15 – Pierre/Ft.Pierre, at 9 a.m.
at the AmericInn. Geri Jewell will
present on the topic “Diversity.” Target
audience includes: SD Vocational
Rehabilitation, SD Bureau of
Personnel and Pierre Area Chamber of
Commerce and Central SD SHRM
members. For more information,
please contact Bernie Grimme at (605)
773-3195.

Oct. 15 – Rapid City, at 5 p.m. at
the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center. Geri
Jewell will present on “Valuing
Diversity.” Mayor Sam Kooiker will
present “Diversity in the Rapid City
Workforce” and introduce the newly
formed West River Business Resource
Network and members of SHRM. For
more information, please contact
Margie Helgeson at (605) 394-2261. 

October 16-18 – Spearfish, Geri
Jewell will be one of the presenters
during the Annual 2012
RehabACTion/Transition Fall
Conference. For more information,
please contact Bernie Grimme at (605)
773-3195.

October 22 – Sisseton, at 3:30 PM
at the First Presbyterian Church, Dan
Rounds, SD Transition Services
Liaison Project, will present
“Employment & SSA Benefits
Workshop for Youth in Transition” to
area youth and parents. An awards
recognition dinner will follow
including Dan as speaker. For more
information, please contact Cindy
Kirschman at (605) 626-2398. 

October is National Disability
Employment Awareness Month

“Making Sense of the
American Civil War,” a series
of three scholar-led
discussions, will be held at
the Cultural Heritage Center
in Pierre on Oct. 11 and 20,
and Nov. 4.

At each session, the
conversation will focus on a
different facet of the Civil War
experience, using one or more
common texts as the
foundation for the discussion.
Discussion leaders will be
Brad Tennant, associate
professor of history at
Presentation College in
Aberdeen, and Donovin
Sprague, a professor at Black
Hills State University in
Spearfish.

“Back east it was the Civil
War – out here on the
Northern Plains it was a whole
different situation,” Tennant
said. “I think it’s often
overlooked.”

Books to be discussed are
“March” by Geraldine Brooks,
“Crossroads of Freedom:
Antietam” by James
McPherson, and “America’s
War: Talking About the Civil
War and Emancipation on
Their 150th Anniversaries,”
edited by Edward L. Ayers.
Also included will be a
booklet of readings compiled
by Tennant and Sprague

focusing on events that
occurred in Dakota Territory
and the surrounding region

during the Civil War period.
Readers may sign out and

borrow the books from the
Cultural Heritage Center. The
books are available in the
Administration Office from 8
a.m.-5 p.m. CST on weekdays,
and at the front desk on
weekends.

Here are summaries of each
session:

•Thursday, Oct. 11, 7 p.m. --
the discussion will center on the
booklet of readings focusing on
the Civil War period on the
Northern Plains. Both Tennant
and Sprague will serve as
discussion leaders. 

•Saturday, Oct. 20, 10:30 a.m.
-- the second discussion will be
on Ayers’ “America’s War,”
especially sections 2 and 5, with
Tennant as discussion leader.

•Sunday, Nov. 4, 2 p.m. --
Tennant will lead the discussion
of “March” and “Crossroads of
Freedom: Antietam.” 

For more information on the
series at the Cultural Heritage
Center, please call (605) 773-
6011.

The series is presented by the
National Endowment for the
Humanities and the American
Library Association’s Public
Programs Office and
coordinated through the efforts
the South Dakota Humanities
Council in collaboration with
the South Dakota State
Library.

Civil War discussion
series coming to
Cultural Heritage Center

The English mansion on
Highway 48, just west of Akron,
IA, in South Dakota, stands out
with its red tile roof and
concrete walls. The century-old
manor, which is listed on the
National Register of Historic
Places, is a curiosity to travelers
and many area residents.

Its owners, Roger and Angela
Price, will open their home next
month for a tour that will
benefit the Akron Area
Museum, which needs a new
roof. The tour will be held
Saturday, Oct. 6, from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

The mansion is located at
48113 South Dakota Highway
48, across the Big Sioux River
from Akron. Because the
mansion is a private residence,
the tour will be strictly limited
to the scheduled time.

Tickets are $10 each if
purchased in advance and $15
at the door. To order tickets,
send payment and a self-

addressed, stamped envelope to:
Akron Area Museum, P.O. Box
252, Akron, Iowa 51001. Tickets
will not be mailed out unless a
SASE is included with payment.
All ticket requests by mail must
be received by Sept. 30 to insure
the purchaser receives them in
time. Tickets also can be
purchased at the Akron
Veterinary Clinic and at Peoples
Bank in Akron.

People with questions about
the tour should call Angela
Price at 605-565-2717.

The mansion was originally
the home of F.P. Baker, one of
several English settlers who
came to the Akron and Le Mars
area during the 1880’s.
Although many of the settlers
returned to England in the
1890’s, Baker remained on the
farm he purchased near Akron.

In 1912, he contracted with
G.W. Burkhead, a Sioux City
architect, to design the house as
a replica of his home in

England. Many of the items
used in construction were
imported from England. The
house was completed in 1914.

Features include a glass-
enclosed porch that wraps
around three sides. Three of the
six upstairs bedrooms open
onto a second-story, open
porch.

The “great hall,” or living
room, measures 36x22 feet. It
has heavy wooden crossbeams
on the ceilings, an elegant
fireplace and open staircase.
Wood paneling or built-in
furniture is in many of the
rooms.

The third floor of the house,
a billiard and ballroom,
measures 60 by 23 feet.

All proceeds from the tour
will be used toward a new roof
for the Akron Area Museum,
which is located at 601 Main
Street in Akron.

English mansion near Akron opens for Oct. 6 tour

‘Between Shades of Gray’ discussion at library

2010 Legal and Public
Notices
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“Between Shades of Gray,” by Ruta Sepetys is the October
book club selection.  A discussion will be held on Thursday,
Oct. 18, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Community Room at the
Vermillion Public Library.

In this historical novel, a 15-year-old Lithuanian girl tells her
story of being deported, along with her mother and brother, to
a Siberian work camp in 1941.  Copies of the book are available
at the Circulation Desk.

Themes of hope, oppression, and survival will be explored.
David Burrow, associate professor of history at USD, will be
facilitating this discussion.

For more information about this event, call the library at
677-7060 or e-mail vpl@sdln.net.

Alpha Phi welcomes new sisters
The Psi Chapter of Alpha Phi welcomed 38 new members to their

sisterhood after a successful Recruitment Week at the University of
South Dakota.

Sorority and Fraternity recruitment skyrocketed this semester at
USD, with more than 300 women registering for the week of Formal
Recruitment.

The new members of Alpha Phi are already immersed in many
different clubs and activities at the University of South Dakota. From
sisters on the track team and intramurals, to a Medicine Alumni scholar
and many academic clubs, the new sisters are proving to be a significant
addition to the Psi Chapter and to the University of South Dakota.

The women of Alpha Phi welcome the new members to our
sisterhood and to the University, and offer special congratulations to all
the other Greek Houses on campus for outstanding recruitment this
fall.

Indian Education Summit to feature national experts
PIERRE, S.D. – The 2012 Indian Education

Summit will be held Sept. 23-25 at Cedar Shore
Resort at Oacoma.

The annual event will feature Drs. Raphael
Guillory, Anton Treuer and Laurel Vermillion as
keynote speakers. Many successful programs from
South Dakota will also be featured in keeping with
the theme of “Community, Culture, Collaboration.”

Guillory is a tenured professor in the Department
of Psychology at Eastern Washington University. He
is well-published on his scholarly research of
American Indian/Alaska Native student persistence
in U.S. educational systems. 

Treuer is professor of Ojibwe at Bemidji State
University in Minnesota. He is editor of the
Oshkaabewis Native Journal and author of nine

books.
Vermillion is a recognized member of the

Hunkpapa-Lakota peoples of the Standing Rock
Reservation and is president of Sitting Bull College.
Prior to her work in the postsecondary academic
environment, she taught elementary school in a
Bureau of Indian Affairs school for 14 years. 

The goal of the Indian Education Summit is to
provide solutions to the unique challenges American
Indian students face, and to present successful
models for educators to implement. The conference
is an opportunity for collaboration among state
leaders, tribal and Bureau of Indian Education
schools, and individual school districts. 

For more information and to register online, visit
http://indianeducation.sd.gov/summit.aspx


