06 Vermillion Plain Talk

Community gets boost from
Tanager Volunteer Day

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.net

While there weren’t any
classes in session Tuesday, Sept.
11, the students at Vermillion
High School managed to stay
busy.

That’s because it was the fifth
annual Tanager Volunteer Day,
which found the students taking
part in a number of projects
around the community —
everything from painting
houses and washing windows to
sorting papers and working in
classrooms.

“You name it, we’re doing it,”
said Lenni Billberg, high school
social studies teacher who also
serves as one of the event’s
coordinators. “We’ve been doing
it five years now, and it’s really
grown. Each year we send about
500 kids out, and we’ve had
nothing but positive results in
our community.”

The students are broken up
into groups of 12-17 — which
are overseen by teacher advisors
—and sent to various
organizations or individuals in
the community who need
assistance.

Joanne Ustad, career
program coordinator for the

school district, said the students
completed “50 or 60 projects”
this year.

Throughout the summer,
Billberg contacts organizations
who might be interested, while
Ustad oversees individual
contacts.

“Once the organizations
have us, it spreads from there,”
Billberg said. “We have the
senior center that we help every
year, but this year we had a
sign-up list for seniors who
need assistance at their homes. I
think we have 35 senior citizens
that we’re helping in the
community this year.”

Freshmen Sowmya
Ragothaman and Kylee Retzlaff
were among those who assisted
some of these senior citizens,
spending the morning washing
windows, carrying boxes,
cleaning and weeding.

Both girls said they liked the
couple whose home they
visited.

“She was a really nice lady
and she liked to talk,” Retzlaff
said. “It was fun.”

Ragothaman agreed, adding,
“She was sweet.”

Before the girls and their
group left, the husband insisted
they each take a handcarved

Grief support group
meets Wednesdays

A grief support group will meet every Wednesday until
Oct. 24, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Sanford Vermillion
Hospice Office, 19 S. Plum, Vermillion, located across the

street from the hospital.

This support group is open to anyone who has
experienced loss by death. The weekly sessions address
common issues to those who are grieving. Coping skills,
expectations, change in family roles, goal setting, feelings and
emotions and support systems are some of the topics

covered.

There is no charge. Pre-registration is requested. Please
call Julie Harding at 1-605-638-8484.

bowl he had made, somewhere
between eight and 12 in all.

“He just laid them out ...
and we all took one,”
Ragothaman said.

Among the groups and
organizations the students did
projects for Tuesday were Bluff
View Cemetery, the United
Church of Christ, the
Vermillion Arts Council and the
local schools.

“Absolutely everybody loves
us,” Billberg said. “Sometimes
the community is afraid of the
younger generation because
(they want to know) they’ll be
responsible. But in reality, these
kids are happy to be outside the
classroom. They have a free day
to do some fun stuff.

“It’s not always fun to weed
and paint, but youre with your
friends, so you make it a game,”
she said. “It works out really
well”

Ragothaman and Retzlaff
thought so, too.

“The Tanager Volunteer Day
is a really good idea, especially
on this type of day,”
Ragothaman said.

“The weather is nice, it’s a
great day,” Retzlaff added. “I like
seeing everybody help.”

Ustad said this is her favorite
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Vermillion High School students put a new coat of paint on the fence at the Clay County Rodeo Grounds as
part of Tuesday’s fifth annual Tanager Volunteer Day. (Photo by Travis Gulbrandson)

aspect, as well.

“T hope that they see the
reward of volunteering,” she
said.

Billberg said it’s clear that
they have. After the second year
of the event, a group of students
came together to form a city-
wide clean-up day to take place
after D-Days.

VHS senior Chris Lubbers
has taken part in the volunteer
day all four years of his high
school career.

“It was kind of weird at first,
because we didn’t really know

what we were doing, but it’s
usually pretty fun,” he said. “You
learn a lot more about the
community, especially the
elderly people. You meet lots of
new people, and it’s a good
experience to help other
people.”

Lubber said the day also
encourages students to take an
active role in their community
outside of the school.

“It helps to start out
volunteering,” he said. “Most
people don’t have the
opportunity to start unless they

do this kind of thing first. Once
you realize it’s not that hard, it’s
not that big of a deal”

Billberg said that while the
work itself is hard, the students
love it in the long run.

“If you go to graduation at
the end of the year, every single
speech by the students says, ‘I
learned how to be a volunteer. I
learned how to help out my
community’

“That’s how you know it was
really fermented in them,” she
said.
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842hd returns from Afghanistan

Members of the South Dakota National Guard’s 842nd Engineer
Company arrive at Fort Bliss, TX, Sept. 17, after a yearlong deployment to
Afghanistan. The 160 members of the 842nd will be going through

demobilization at Fort Bliss for more than a week before returning to
South Dakota.
(SDNG photo by Sgt. Jacqueline Fitzgerald)

More Cool Stuff.

Same Low Price!

BASIC CABLE & MIDCONET XSTREAM® WIDEBAND 1.0

e New! TV Everywhere and your wideband
connection let you watch some of your favorite
programming from HBO GO® MAX GO® and
ESPN3 on your PC and select mobile devices

and tablets

Wideband 1.0

e Up to 30 Mbps downloads, up to 5 Mbps
uploads & connectivity for up to 100 devices

e ESPN3 through MidcoNet Xstream®

¢ Free Installation and No Contract

Per Month
FOR1ZMONTHS

You Save 33944

(0ver 12 months. Regular price $113.90/mo.)

e (ver 75 standard channels and more than
50 in HD, On Demand, HD On Demand,
local sports on Midco Sports Network®
channel and a FREE HD receiver

e Your choice of ANY Premium Movie

Upgrade to more wideband performance
with speeds up to 100 Mbps

Upgrade to a DVR for $8/mo. for 12 months

Add a Digital Phone line, just $9.95/mo. for 12 months

1.800.888.1300
Click midcocomm.com

Or visit one of our Customer Service Centers.
Find a location near you at midcocomm.com.

Package FREE for 3 Months! HBO® and
Cinemax® include HBO GO® and MAX GO®

HBO® HBOGO =™ [rxico)
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MAKE A GREAT BUNDLE BETTER!
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COMMUN/CATIONS

This limited time offer is available to new and qualifying customers adding data, video and/or phone service(s) only. Offer
and services not available in all areas and some restrictions apply. Number of available channels may vary by area. Taxes
and fees not included. Promotional pricing applies to first full month of service after installation. An HDTV, HD Receiver
and HD cabling is required to view HD programming. Customer is responsible for modem purchase or lease required for
MidcoNet Xstream® Wideband Service. Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless.
Docsis 3.0 modem is required in order to connect multiple devices up to 100. Actual Internet speeds may vary depending
on your computer’s capacity, the amount of devices accessing the Internet at once and web traffic. Speeds may also be
impacted by third party equipment (such as your computer or router). Free installation (reg. $35) is included. Custom Bundling
installation may vary by services selected. Telephone service is subject to Terms and Conditions as outlined on our website
at midcocomm.com. *Each premium package (HBO, Cinemax, Starz/Encore, Showtime/The Movie Channel) are valued at
$16.00 per package/month. The promotional offer is valued at $48 ($16 for 1 premium/month x 3 months). After expiration,
the premium package selected will be billed at a retail rate. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the
property of Home Box Office, Inc. STARZ® and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment,
LLC ©2011 SHOWTIME Networks, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SHOWTIME, THE MOVIE CHANNEL, FLIX and related marks are
trademarks of Showtime Networks, Inc., a CBS Company. Expiration 12/15/12.
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STUDENT LOAN FINANCE CORPORATION

South Dakota Planning Day
September, 27, 2012
Vermillion - USD Muenster Center

9:00-11:00 am
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iHELP is an affordable student loan
program sponsored and funded by

Bank. We provide students loans for
filling the ‘gap’ in your educational

Learn more or APPLY NOW:
1800 645-7404
www.ihelploan.com

or email us at: iHELP@slfc.com
124 S. First Street, Aberdeen, SD 57401

Finances -

Puzzie
When planning your college
finances you should always
look for free money first
before you apply for any
student loans.

Scholarship Explorer is a
search engine, now available
on the Apple iTunes Store

to help you browse and

find applications for
Scholarships and Grants.

After you get government
grants, scholarships,
federal assistance and

still have a funding gap,
www.ihelploan.com
provides a very affordable
and competitive student
loan alternative to the

big lenders.

Community

SCHOLARSHIP EXPLORER is a free app.
Visit www.rightchoice.net and click
on “Scholarship Matchlng to get yours.

SERVICE PROVIDER'

“See me at SD Planning Day.
Sign up for the opportunity to be our
next $1,000 SLFC scholarship recipient.”
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