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positives to say about the
champion Trojans.

“It’s just the work that
they put in and a lot has to
do with the program they’ve
built over the years,”
Robinson said. “I respect
them as a team, but when
you get on the field you have
to play tougher and put
emotions to the side.”

Second-year head coach
Andy Homan said the team
has the right mindset going
into Friday’s game.

“They are confident and
right where they want to
be,” Homan said of his boys.
“Confidence gets good
things to happen. We are
going to let them feel what
they want to feel, but they
know they haven’t proven
anything yet.

“Yes, we’re 2-0, but we
still haven’t proven
anything.”

After a solid win over a
now, reputable Lennox
squad in Week Zero and last
week’s walkover, the
Tanagers are set for bigger

and better.
“They know they can

play at a higher level,”
Homan said. “We showed we
can play against Lennox and
they’ve proven they will be
one of the better teams in
Class A ball and we got what
we needed to be done
against Chamberlain.”

Homan acknowledges
that West Central is one of
the preeminent programs
and that they are a standard
bearer for Class A football.

“No matter what they do
they have 25 seniors
graduate and have 25 juniors
take their spot,” Homan
said. “They know what they
are going to run from third-
grade on and from that
aspect you are going to be a
good football team. They
can play football without
thinking. They don’t make
mistakes.”

Vermillion should have
plenty to offer with a solid
passing attack led by Tanager
quarterback Jack Brown
tossing the pill to Ouellette,
Regan Bye, and Brandon
Mockler.

“We’re ready to go and
we have the passing game
that Vermillion has ever
seen,” Homan said. “Jack is

very confident and we have
receivers that are getting
under the ball. We’re
catching footballs and
confidence is high right
now.”

Homan said the offensive
line is protecting Brown and
the running game came
around last weekend after
struggling against Lennox. 

Defensively the Tanagers
must preach discipline.

“We can’t be afraid to
take on blocks and read their
guards,” Homan said of
West Central’s double-wing
attack. “They have big, fast
linemen on offense.”

No matter who suits up
for either team, the Tanagers
of 2014 have plenty to aim
for in the here and now and
to bring respect to the
program.

“We are really out to
prove something,” Robinson
said. “We have to keep
putting in good effort in
practice and keep working as
a team. We are doing just
fine right now.”

Tea Area rounds out the
state top five poll.

Looking back at
Chamberlain

Sure starting off a season
1-0 for two years straight is

nice and…
OK about that.
The Vermillion Tanager

football team wasn’t about
to revel in that subject
longer than another week
this season and Chamberlain
High School’s squad took
the brunt of it on Friday
night.

Oh my, they did indeed.
Led by five touchdown

passes from Jack Brown, an
improved running game,
and an unforgiving defense,
the Tanagers made it 2-for-2
to start the 2014 campaign
with a 48-0 whitewashing of
the host Cubs.

Vermillion (2-0) jumped
out to a 21-0 lead after the
first 12 minutes with Brown
hitting Brandon Mockler (19
yards) and Matt Ouellette
(26 yards) on scoring strikes,
while Tyler Madsen rolled in
to the end zone with a 14-
yard touchdown run.

“The guys came out
ready to play,” Vermillion
head coach Andy Homan
said.

Ya think?
Regan Bye caught

Brown’s third touchdown
pass of the first half, with a
16-yard catch and score in
the second quarter.

Brown added scoring
strikes to Zeke Robinson for
25 yards and Ouellette again
for 19 yards after halftime.

Brown finished 11-for-19
for 187 yards and no picks.

“Jack was great – he was
hooking up with the guys he
needed to,” Homan said. “A
lot of it was yards after the
catch. He put the ball where
it needed to go and they did
the rest after they caught it.”

The running game wasn’t
too shabby after a poor
performance a week earlier
against Lennox. The
Tanagers ran for 188 yards
compared to 57 seven days
earlier.

“The running game was a
lot better,” Homan said as
the team prepared to come
home Friday night. “There
are still things we have to
shore up to get better, but
they are little things. We got
what we wanted and we were
able to mix it up.”

Miles Lineberry wrapped
the scoring with a five-yard
touchdown run in the
fourth quarter. Mockler ran
for 53 yards on seven carries
and Madsen added 39 yards
on five carries to pace the
Tanagers.

Vermillion also picked off

three Cubs passes.
“Our defense played

really sound,” Homan said.
“Every play we worked on
that they ran, we stopped it.”

So the Tanagers have
equaled last year’s win total
with a minimum of seven
games left to play. The rest
could be gravy, but Homan
and company want this
season to be a full course
meal.

“To us, it’s big that we are
2-0 going into West
Central,” Homan said of
next weekend’s game in
Hartford. “They built some
confidence that we can carry
on into next week. We just
need to work in practice and
hope it carries over.”
VERMILLION  21  7  13  7 — 48
CHAMBERLAIN  0  0  0  0 — 0

1ST QUARTER
V – BRANDON MOCKLER 19-YARD TOUCH-
DOWN PASS FROM JACK BROWN (NATE
ROBINSON KICK)
V – MATT OUELLETTE 26-YARD TOUCH-
DOWN PASS FROM BROWN (ROBINSON
KICK)
V – TYLER MADSEN 14-YARD TOUCHDOWN
RUN (ROBINSON KICK)

2ND QUARTER
V – REGAN BYE 16-YARD TOUCHDOWN PASS
FROM BROWN (ROBINSON KICK)

3RD QUARTER
V – ZEKE ROBINSON 25-YARD TOUCHDOWN
PASS FROM BROWN (KICK FAILED)
V – OUELLETTE 19-YARD TOUCHDOWN PASS
FROM BROWN (ROBINSON KICK)

4TH QUARTER
V – MILES LINEBERRY 5-YARD TOUCHDOWN
RUN (ROBINSON KICK)
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